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ABSTRACT 

This project will analyze the linguistic features that characterize the speech of the killers that 

participate in the documentary series ―I am a killer‖ which, through interviews, the killers 

speak about the events that triggered the murders that condemned them to the death penalty. 

We will divide the speakers into two groups, those who committed the crimes alone (lone 

killers) and those who committed them in company (accompanied killers) with the aim of 

checking whether or not they use similar linguistic features as well as the way in which they 

manipulate the reality through the use of language. To do this, we will carry out a register 

analysis in the terms proposed by Biber and Conrad (2009) in which we will analyze the 

situational context of these interviews, the frequent and pervasive linguistic features in both 

corpora and the functional interpretation of the linguistic data in terms of the situational 

analysis proposed.  

Key words: discourse analysis, register, forensic linguistics, linguistic manipulation, killers. 

 

RESUMEN 

Este trabajo analizará los rasgos lingüísticos que caracteriza al discurso de los asesinos que 

participan en la serie documental ―I am a killer‖. En la cual, mediante entrevistas, los asesinos 

contarán los sucesos que desencadenaron el asesinato que los condenó a la pena de muerte. 

Dividiremos a los asesinos en dos grupos, aquellos que cometieron los crímenes solos 

(asesinos solitarios) y aquellos que los cometieron con acompañantes (asesinos acompañados) 

con el propósito de comprobar si usan o no elementos lingüísticos similares así como la forma 

en la que manipulan la realidad a través del lenguaje. Para ello, realizaremos un análisis de 

registro siguiendo la propuesta de Biber y Conrad (2009) en la que analizaremos el contexto 

situacional de estas entrevistas, los rasgos frecuentes y generales en los dos corpus y la 

interpretación funcional de los datos lingüísticos relacionados con el análisis situacional 

propuesto. 

Palabras clave: análisis del discurso, registro, lingüística forense, manipulación lingüística, 

asesinos. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This project consists in the study of the different linguistic elements that are commonly used 

by a very special group of users, the protagonists of the true crime series ―I am a killer‖ in a 

number of interviews concerning the murders that they had committed and the surrounding 

circumstances. 

Nowadays, we can find a great number of studies that are related to Discourse Analysis, as it 

is a multidisciplinary field that studies the relationship between language and the context in 

which it is used. Although there are numerous studies related to political, journalistic, and 

audiovisual discourse, there are not many related to the analysis of discourse and language 

used by killers. These studies usually focus on serial killers, their psychological aspects and 

whether the murders were planned or not. The most prominent references that we have found 

that are related to the linguistic aspects are Hancock, Woodworth and Porter (2011) and the 

studies by Roger Shuy (2005). 

This group of killers is interesting for many reasons and therefore many questions come up, 

such as whether different types of killers have similar backgrounds, whether they talk about 

the same topics or whether they use similar linguistic patterns, in addition to other questions 

such as: the way in which they employ language, could it be classified as a particular register 

or as a specific language variety? And finally, do they reflect the exact truth in their statement 

or they linguistically manipulate the reality?  These are some of the questions that arise, as the 

linguistic features that we use depend on the context and the situation of our communicative 

exchanges.  

Killers have always existed, so the analysis of the linguistic features as well as the subjects 

they talked about, and the way in which they employ language to achieve very specific aims, 

allow us to anticipate a pattern. Our main aim in this study is to find out which linguistic 

patterns, grammatical and lexical, form the register that the protagonists of these interviews 

use. 

In order to achieve this goal, we will employ the register analysis proposed by Biber and 

Conrad (2009), as we intend to explain not just the linguistic features used but the situational 

context of the killers and the function of these linguistic features in relation to it. To provide 

an analysis in depth, we have divided the killers into two groups, depending on whether they 

committed the crimes alone or in company, with the aim of studying whether the two groups 
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of killers employ similar linguistic patterns. Therefore, once we have analyzed the killers, we 

can compare the results we have obtained, focusing on the differences. And then, we would 

check whether they linguistically manipulate the reality by comparing what the speakers said 

to other participants that appeared in the episodes. 

We have divided this work into four sections. In the first section, we explain what Discourse 

Analysis is, focusing on the analysis of register and its two main perspectives, the first one 

proposed by Halliday and Hasan (1964) and the second one, on which we will base on our 

analysis, by Biber and Conrad (2009). In section two, we will expound on Forensic 

Linguistics, as we will relate discourse analysis with the linguistic manipulation of the reality 

as well as falsehood. We will also revise the linguistics of lying, as lies are formed by 

semantics, syntax and pragmatics. Our third section corresponds to the practical part, which is 

composed by the analysis of register, formed by the situational analysis, the linguistic analysis 

of the two groups and the functional interpretation of them. Furthermore, in this section, we 

will make a comparison between the results obtained in the previous analysis. In the fourth 

and final section, we will identify which one of the two groups appears to be more likely to 

linguistically manipulate the reality. In the last section, we will narrate the conclusions we 

have obtained, emphasizing the more important concepts and the results obtained.  

 

 

1. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

1.1.DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

Discourse Analysis focuses on the knowledge of language beyond sentences, phrases, clauses 

and words that are needed for communication to be successful. It examines how the use of 

language is influenced by the social and cultural contexts, as well as the relationship between 

participants and how language has an effect upon social identities and relations (Paltridge, 

2006). 

Zelling Harris was the first to introduce the term discourse analysis in 1952; therefore, he is 

considered the father of this discipline. He wanted to examine the language beyond the level 

of the sentence, and also the linguistic and non linguistic behavior. His aim was to describe 

―how language features are distributed within texts and the ways in which they are combined 

in particular kinds and styles of texts‖ (Paltridge, 2006: 2). Harris realized that there were 
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typical ways of using language in particular situations not just in terms of meanings but also 

in terms of linguistic features. Therefore, the central interest of the Discourse Analysis is 

examining those meanings and how they are used in language (Paltridge, 2006).   

As Van Dijk (1985) explained Discourse Analysis is an old and a new discipline, as its origins 

can be traced back to the study of language, public speech and even literature. He located the 

origin of modern discourse analysis in the middle 1960‘s, as the first publications of structural 

analysis of discourse were published in 1964. Whilst in France these publications had in 

common their interest in semiotics, on the other side of the ocean, they were interested in 

language within anthropology and sociolinguistics. Also, that same year in Europe, the 

original plea by Harris (1952) for a linguistic discourse analysis, led to a new generative-

transformational approach to the grammar of discourse. Furthermore, the functional 

orientation of linguistics in Czechoslovakia (Prague School) provided a natural stimulus to 

take discourse structure into account in the study of functional sentence perspective (Van 

Dijk, 1985). Another functional approach that developed was the ―systemic grammar‖ 

proposed by Halliday (1961) where the relations between sentences and discourse were 

analyzed.  

Modern discourse analysis took place because of the interest in systemic discourse analysis 

that was a descriptive and structuralist enterprise, and in the indigenous or popular discourse 

genres. The functional analysis of sentence and the discourse structure in addition to the first 

attempts toward text linguistics often took place independently of the paradigm of the 

generative-transformational grammars. ―Both the formal sophistication and the inherent 

limitations of this approach to language would decisively influence the developments of 

discourse analysis and other studies of language during the 1970‘s‖ (Van Dijk, 1985:4). 

Therefore, the 1970‘s started with the publications of the first monographs and collections 

that dealt with systemic discourse analysis as an independent orientation of interdisciplinary 

research. This development was formed by the theoretical and methodological inspiration on 

the study of language. Also, sociolinguistics highlighted the distinction between competence 

and performance (Fishman, 1968) and this discipline explained the importance of language 

variation.  

Another development was the speech acts or Speech Act Theory developed by Austin (1962), 

Searle (1965) and Grice (1975). They considered verbal utterances not just as sentences but as 

specific forms of social action. This meant that sentences, when they were used in a specific 
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context, should be assigned some meaning or function defined by the speaker‘s intentions, 

beliefs or even the relation between the speaker and the hearer; in other words, ―this new 

dimension added a pragmatic orientation to the usual theoretical components of language‖ 

(Van Dijk, 1985: 6).  

These studies (Austin, 1962, Searle, 1965 and Grice, 1975) contributed to the development of 

text grammars, where pronouns, cohesion markers, semantic coherence, and other typical 

features of texts were studied and understood as sequences of sentences (Van Dijk, 1985). 

This new orientation demonstrated a more formal point of view interested in the structures of 

actual language used. New studies like Dressler (1972), Petófi (1971) and Schmidt (1973) 

were published, which led to a more interdisciplinary study of text linguistics and discourse. 

At the same time that these studies were being published, other disciplines such as 

psycholinguistics and psychology developed a new breakthrough of cognitive information 

processing paradigm that emphasized semantic memory and the representation of knowledge. 

Also, a new branch of anthropology took place which was based on an autonomous 

orientation of ethnography research on communicative events. 

We can see that Discourse Analysis is a multidisciplinary field as it has been studied through 

different fields, which has allowed this discipline to be in constant evolution. On the applied 

front, we could say that theoretical perspectives and analytical methodologies are used on 

actual text for example in Media and Business Studies, Politics, Law and many other studies 

(Ponton & Larina, 2017). 

In conclusion, we could say that Discourse Analysis is a multidisciplinary field that is formed 

by other different disciplines such as anthropology, pragmatics, sociolinguistics…, which 

studies the relationship between language and the contexts in which it is used. 

As we have said, Discourse Analysis studies how the use of language is influenced by 

context, relationships, as well as social identities and relations. Therefore there are numerous 

authors, perspectives and theories that have been proposed to deal with the analysis of 

discourse. In the following section, we are going to focus on some of the proposals made 

about the analysis of register from the discourse analysis perspective as we are going to make 

a register analysis of the discourse of several killers. 
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1.2. REGISTER 

Depending on the circumstances and the context, people use different linguistics forms, and 

even the same speakers will say the same thing in different ways. The speakers choose the 

pronunciation, the morphology, the words and the grammar depending on non-linguistic 

factors. These factors are the purpose of the communication, the circumstances, the social 

characteristics of the speaker and even the relationship between the participants in the 

communicative event (speaker and hearer) (Biber & Conrad, 2009). 

Thomas Bertram Reid (1956) was the first person to use the term register, a term that was 

introduced by linguists and became widely used in the 1960s with the aim of differentiating 

between dialect, variations in language which depend on the user, and register, variations in 

language which depend on the use.  

There are two main types of dialects: geographic dialects (speakers living in a specific 

location) and social dialects (speakers belonging to a given demographic group). When 

analyzing dialects, the studies usually ―focus on linguistic features that are not associated with 

meaning differences‖ (Biber & Conrad, 2009: 11), for example the phonological variation 

does not have a meaning difference but it gives information about the region and the social 

group of the speakers. Those linguistic differences are not functional. 

In contrast, the linguistic variables that are used in register studies are functional. And whilst 

the linguistic variables in dialect studies consist in the choice of two subfields; in register 

studies, these linguistic variables ―are the rate of occurrence for a linguistic feature, and a 

higher rate of occurrence is interpreted as reflecting a greater need for the functions associated 

with that feature‖ (Biber & Conrad, 2009: 12). As speakers, we can switch between registers, 

that is, we use our language for different communicative purposes and under different 

circumstances. In contrast, dialects express the person‘s identity in a social group.  

There are two different perspectives regarding register. The most relevant and widely known 

proposal belongs to Halliday and Hasan (1964); they started from the premise that there is a 

close relationship between the context of the situation and the language produced. The other 

register perspective is the one suggested by Biber and Conrad (2009); they believe that 

language variety is associated with specific linguistic characteristics that are common in a text 

variety and the analysis of the situation of use of this variety. First, we will explain what 

register from Halliday and Hasan‘s perspective is, and then Biber and Conrad‘s perspective. 
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Halliday defined register as ―the necessary mediating concept that enables us to establish the 

continuity between a text and its sociosemiotic environment‖ (Lukin et al., 2011: 190).  The 

―mediating concept‖ was used with the intention to imply that the register has a central place 

in the relation between language and social context. Lukin, Moore, Herke, Wegener and Wu 

(2011: 192) explained that in the register based on Halliday‘s proposal: 

The implication is that (a) is a function of all settings in the context, and that (b) it is in the 

activation by the textual parameters of the corresponding components in the semantic system 

(the ideational, the interpersonal, and the textual metafunctional) that register comes into being. 

Furthermore, the context is dynamic and changes depending on what has come before, which 

means that language choice is dependent on what precedes it (O‘Donnell, 1999). 

The context of situation has three variables: field, tenor and mode (Halliday, 1994; Hasan, 

1985), and they ―are realized within language through three metafunctions described as: 

ideational or experiential, interpersonal, and textual‖ (Rahayu, 2015: 26). The ideational or 

experiential metafunctions represents the experience (field); the interpersonal metafunction is 

the language that encodes the attitudes or emotions for interactions and interrelationships 

(tenor), and the textual metafunction is how language shapes the individual‘s experience and 

attitudes into a logical structure (mode) (Halliday, 1994; Hasan, 1985).The field is the context 

that motivates the production of ideational or experiential meanings in a text. It is formed by 

participants, processes and circumstances. The tenor is the one that expresses the relationship 

between participants, it encompasses opinions, feelings and relationships in the use of 

language. It is formed by the mood, the finite modal operators, the modal adjunct, comment 

adjuncts, modal grammatical metaphor, appraisal words, personal pronouns and the voice. 

Finally, in what concerns Halliday and Hasan‘s register, the mode, which is related to the 

textual metafunction refers to the organization of meaning into a coherent text. It is formed by 

themes, the thematic progression and multiple and single themes (Halliday, 1994; Hasan, 

1985). 

A second proposal is that of Biber and Conrad (2009) who distinguish between register, genre 

and style as three different perspectives on text varieties. 

Biber (2010: 242) explained that the register perspective ―characterizes the typical linguistic 

features of text varieties, and connects those features functionally to the situational context of 

variety‖. This means that the register focuses on the words and the grammatical features that 

are frequent.  Furthermore, the genre perspective is similar to the previous perspective as it 
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includes the descriptions of the purposes and the situational context of a text variety, but 

contrary to the register analysis, it focuses on the ―conventional structures used to construct a 

complete text within the variety‖ (Biber and Conrad, 2009: 2).  The style perspective is also 

similar to the register perspective linguistically, as it analyses the ―use of core linguistic 

features that are distributed throughout text samples from a variety‖ (Biber and Conrad, 2009: 

2). The main difference between the style perspective and the register perspective is that the 

use of the linguistic features is not ―functionally motivated by the situational context‖, whilst 

style features ―reflect aesthetic preferences, associated with particular authors or historical 

periods‖ (Biber and Conrad, 2009: 2). 

The authors (Biber & Conrad, 2009) also explained that the register perspective is important 

for the description of all text varieties, as all kinds of texts could be analyzed from this point 

of view.  They focused on the fact that the linguistic characteristics of different registers are 

related to the purpose of communication and the situational context of the text. It also has 

three main components: the situational context, the linguistic features, and the functional 

relationships between the two previous components. 

The situational context is the first step, and it is refers to the situational characteristics of the 

interaction that differentiate it from other registers. These characteristics are: the participants, 

the relation between them, the channel in which the communication takes place, the 

production circumstances, the setting, the communicative purposes and finally, the topic 

(Biber & Conrad, 2009: 40). As they specify in the following table: 
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Figure 1: Situational characteristics of registers and genres 

 

Source: Biber & Conrad (2009), pp. 40 

The second step is the description of the linguistic features
1
 in the consideration of multiple 

texts from the register, as the purpose is to discover the typical linguistic features in the 

register, that is, those features that are frequent and pervasive in the corpus analyzed. One of 

the main problems is to decide which linguistic features to analyze. To solve this problem, an 

empirical comparative approach is important, which means that we have to identify the 

distinctive characteristics of the target register and even if it is necessary, empirically compare 

the language between registers (Biber & Conrad, 2009). 

The analyst counts how many times a linguistic feature is used in a text (quantitative register 

analysis) and ―before counting, it is essential to consistently and accurately identify every 

occurrence of the linguistic feature in question‖ (Biber & Conrad, 2009: 59). The quantitative 

approach forces the analyst to be explicit about the linguistic methods that is being used, but 

there is a problem when the texts that are going to be compared have a different length.  Due 

                                                           
1
 In the appendix you will find a section in which all the linguistic features that Biber and Conrad propose for the 

linguistic analysis appear.  
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to this problem, we have to compute ―normed‖ rates of occurrence, which consists on ―the 

rate at which a feature occurs in a fixed amount of text ―(Biber & Conrad, 2009: 62). 

Finally, the last step consists in the interpretation of the relationship between the situational 

characteristics and the linguistic features in functional terms, the functional interpretation, 

which means that it ―moves from description to an account of why these patterns exist‖ (Biber 

& Conrad, 2009: 64). The purpose is to explain the relationship between the linguistic 

features and the situational characteristics of register. 

 

 

 

1.3. FORENSIC LINGUISTICS 

The term forensic linguistics appeared for the first time in 1968, when Jan Svartvik used it 

when he was reviewing the statements of Timothy John Evans, a man who was sentenced to 

death because of the murders of his wife and daughter.  

In 1949, Timothy Evans confessed that he had killed his wife and baby daughter. After his 

confession, an investigation was conducted, resulting in four statements: two in which Evans 

claimed to have murdered his wife and daughter, and two others in which he pleaded not 

guilty and even accused his neighbor John Christie for the murders. Nonetheless, in 1950 

Evans was sentenced to death and executed. Three years later, a total of six bodies were found 

in John Christie‘s house, including Evans‘ wife. 

Even though the case was resolved, it was still a mystery as to why Evans had even made 

those statements, so Svartvik decided to make a linguistic analysis of his words. He declared 

that even though he could not reach a definite conclusion, the linguistic features from the two 

types of statements proved that there was a difference between them, as those statements 

where Evans confessed his crimes were different from his grammatical style. This was the 

first time Linguistics was used in a legal investigation. 

Forensic Linguistics is now a defined and established discipline that ―seeks to uncover and 

establish the existing interplay between linguistic and legal issues‖ (Turell, 2008: 155).  But at 

the beginning, the growth of forensic linguistics was slow.  In those days, there was not an 

established or even a methodology for this new discipline. Coulthard and Johnson (2007) said 
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that in the last fifteen years, since their book was published, there had been a rapid growth in 

the use of the expertise of linguists in court, and therefore a developing methodology. 

With the purpose of being more specific, we can say that during the sixties, seventies and 

eighties the United States and Canada have been requesting linguists for their investigation of 

crime; but in Europe it took more time, as the pioneer studies on Forensic Linguistics can be 

traced back to the middle of the eighties. But it was not until the nineties that this new 

discipline emerged more forcefully, with an increase in the number of articles and chapters 

(Turell, 2008). 

The cases in which linguists have been requested ―range from disputes about words in jury 

instructions, through the ‗ownership‘ of particular words and phrases in a plagiarism case, to 

accusations in certain murder cases that whole texts have been fabricated‖ (Coulthard & 

Johnson, 2007: 6). Therefore, we could say that Forensic Linguistics is a multi- and cross-

disciplinary field as it originated from a wide range of disciplines such as linguistics, law, 

psychology, anthropology, sociology, and they also include handwriting analysis and forensic 

phonetics. 

In terms of forensic discourse analysis, we could say that the development of the worldwide 

web and education has opened a constant interaction between researchers. If we talk about 

forensic linguistics specifically, we could say that the main development has taken place 

outside the legal domains, as we have exemplified before. Also, as mentioned before, 

Discourse Analysis ―has proliferated and branched off into a number of specific sub-domains, 

one of those being forensic discourse analysis‖ (Coulthard & Johnson, 2007: 7).   

Furthermore, to be more concrete, we could say that forensic discourse analysis applies the 

descriptive techniques of discourse analysis ―to address three dimensions: what 

speakers/writers say, what audiences/readers hear, and the role that context plays in the 

interpretation of the message‖ (Fadden, 2013), for example manipulation, questions and 

answer sequences in police interviews and even true and false confessions can be analyzed. 

Discourse analysis can be used to answer forensic questions such as given and new 

information, topic attribution, ambiguity resolution and narrative analysis (Fadden, 2013). 

These last two concepts will be studied with more attention in our research.  

Narratives are made up of events and states, that manifest, and not of events and states that 

did not take place. If there is a case where someone describes events and states that did not 
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take place, there has to be a reason (Coulthard & Johnson, 2007), which means that there 

must be a justification for reporting that something did not happen. And the concept of 

ambiguity is related to discourse analysis as sometimes the context must be examined to help 

what the author or the speaker meant, for example in defamation cases. 

Roger Shuy (2005) has studied the relationship between discourse analysis and forensic 

linguistics, as he has put into practice it in different cases. He has proved the need to 

disambiguate various conversations between suspects in a case, as well as the possible 

differences between the first narration of an event and the retelling of the same narration. The 

retelling takes place when for example a crime occurs, and the police officers must repeat the 

questioning concerning the events more than once because they need more specific details as 

the investigation progresses; this can cause the respondent to contradict one version to 

another, and even if he/she is guilty, to lie. Therefore, forensic discourse analysis allows the 

investigators to check whether someone is telling the truth or not, and even, to disambiguate a 

conversation in the case where two people are talking but each of them believes that the topic 

they are discussing is different. 

 

 

1.3.1. THE LINGUISTICS OF LYING 

The action of lying has been studied for many centuries by philosophers like Immanuel Kant 

and several others, but there is also an important tradition of psychological research, 

especially in the fields of language acquisition and lie detection. However, as Meibauer 

(2018: 358) points out, ―there are not many analyses that deal with lying from a linguistic 

point of view‖. 

There are reasons which explain that there is a linguistics of lying (Meibauer, 2018). First, 

lying is related to truth and falsehood, and due to this, there is a semantic side to lying.  

Secondly, lying is also related to the speech act of assertion, which is a pragmatic notion. So, 

lying includes both semantic and pragmatic properties but, furthermore, other linguistic fields 

like syntax and the lexicon are taken into account when the linguistic structure of lying is 

investigated. 
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Lying is defined as ―an assertion, the content of which the speaker believes to be false, which 

is made with the intention to deceive the hearer to that content‖ (Williams, 2002: 92). 

Meibauer (2018: 358) uses the example of a situation in which someone asks another person 

which newspaper he is reading and this other person replies saying that he is reading the 

Washington Post even though he has never read it, so he is lying. In this case, we have an 

assertion whose content is false with the purpose to deceive the questioner. ―All the basic 

components of this definition-assertion, belief-to-be-false, intention to deceive-have been 

challenged‖ (Meibauer, 2018: 358); this means that the speaker was conscious of the fact that 

he was lying as he had never read the Washington Post but he said he did, with the purpose of 

not being honest with the questioner. 

 

 

1.3.2. LIES AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

There are several definitions of lying, the most common being that this action consists in 

―saying something that you believe to be false with the intent to deceive‖ (Fallis, 2007: 2). 

There are other definitions such as the one given by Arciuli, Mallard and Villar (2009: 397); 

who described the action of lying as ―a deliberate attempt to transmit messages that mislead 

others‖. They (Arciuli, Mallard and Villar, 2009: 398) defended that the analysis of language 

behaviors could be important, as language is based on the kind of cognitive and interpersonal 

processes that could be associated with deception. Even though we usually lie in order to 

deceive someone, lying is not always about deception; therefore based on Grice‘s norm of 

conversation ―do not say what you believe to be false‖ (1989: 27), Fallis (2007: 8) suggests 

that ―lying is saying something that you believe to be false when you believe that (Grice‘s 

norm) is in effect‖. This means, that if someone believes that what he/she is saying is false, 

they are lying.   

There is a debate concerning the concepts of lying and deception. As we have seen 

previously, most of the definitions of lying are related to ―the idea that to lie is to make a 

believed-false statement with the intention that the addressee believes that statement to be 

true‖ (Ortony & Gupta 2019: 149). Whilst ―to deceive‖ is a success verb (Ryle, 1949) which 

means that the speaker convinces the hearer to believe something that is false. Therefore, the 

main difference between these two concepts is that lying is to say something that the speaker 
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knows it is false, whereas ―to deceive‖ is when the speaker‘s intention is to make the hearer 

believe that false statement (Ortony & Guota, 2019). 

We are going to focus on the different kinds of lies. Staffel (2019) introduces us to different 

types of lies and the different situations in which they can be used, such as knowledge lies, 

group lies and bald-faced lies among others. We will now explain some of these types. 

The knowledge lies are those in which the speaker does not have the intention to deceive, 

he/she ―targets her addressee‘s knowledge, but does not aim to alter her beliefs‖ (Staffel, 

2019: 233). Sorensen (2010: 611) used an example in which there are three doctors. Dr. Head 

is thinking of firing Dr. Appendix because of his weak research. Before making any decision 

he wants to ask Dr. Heart for her opinion. If Dr. Heart believes that the research is weak, Dr. 

Head would probably fire Dr. Appendix. Dr. Heart knows what Dr. Head is thinking, and 

even though she thinks Sr. Appendix‘s research was not good, she does not want him to be 

fired; therefore she writes a letter saying Dr. Appendix‘s research is good. 

This is an example of a knowledge lie as Dr. Heart prefers to make Dr. Head believe that Dr. 

Appendix is a good researcher rather than a weak researcher. ―In fact, Head believes 

throughout that Appendix‘s research is bad; Heart‘s lie is intended to prevent this belief from 

being knowledge‖ (Staffel, 2019: 234). 

Group lies ―are lies that are told by a group of people‖ (Staffel, 2019: 239). For a group to tell 

a lie, they have to make an assertion, for instance ―if a spokesperson asserts something on 

behalf of the group‖ (Staffel, 2019: 239), also if all the members of a group participate in 

telling the lie. 

Bald-faced lies, appear when the speaker says something that he/she knows is false and what 

is more, the speaker and the hearer not only know that it is false, but also that the other 

participant knows it. There is no intention to deceive the hearer but the speaker is still lying 

(Lackey, 2019). Some authors such as Carson (2010), Sorensen (2007) and Fallis (2009) 

consider bald-faced lies as lies but others, like Melbauer (2014) and Dynel (2015) do not 

consider them lies as there is no intention to deceive. 

In terms of bullshitting, Frankfurt (2002) considers that someone is bullshitting when he/she 

is indifferent towards the truth-value of what he/she is saying, even if they know that what 

they are saying is false. There are cases in which bullshitting would not be considered lying, 

such as in cases where the speaker wants to assert something that is false (this case in 
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particular could be considered a ―real‖ lie (Augustine, 1952), as the speaker‘s purpose is to 

deceive). 

The purpose of bluffing is the manipulation of the hearer‘s expectations and behavior to gain 

advantage (Lewicki & Robinson, 1998). It is complex as the speaker has to convince the 

hearer that something is true whilst knowing what is actually true (Bhatt, Lohrenz, Camerer & 

Montague, 2010).  Bluffing is usually used during negotiations that involve signals of strength 

or weakness, for example in a negotiation where one has incomplete information (Gardner & 

Morris, 1989); if all the participants know all the information, bluffing would not be 

successful (Perillo, 2019).  

Even though bluffing and lying are forms of deception, it is important to differentiate them. 

Whilst bluffing operates usually through misrepresentation (Mahon, 2008), lying is asserting 

what you believe to be false (Fallis, 2009). 

The last concepts related to lies are white and prosocial lies. They ―are lies with socially 

harmless or benevolent motives or consequences‖ (Dietz, 2019: 289).White lies are referred to 

the intentions of the liar, the social consequences and the moral status of the lie (for example 

as harmless, excusable or justified). Prosocial lies are lies whose purpose is to benefit or 

protect others.  

In terms of lying, Newman, Pennebaker, Berry and Richards (2003) explained that if someone 

wants to tell a false story, it requires describing events and attitudes that did not happen, 

moreover; this means that the style that liars are going to use must appear sincere if the 

intention is to be convincing (Friedman and Tucker, 1990). Stories that are based on 

imaginary experiences are different from stories based on real experiences and one way to 

differentiate one from the other is through the use of language.  

As we have said before, lying is usually related with deception and therefore, there are some 

language processes such as working memory, attention, arousal, motivation and self-

presentation that have been associated with it (Arciuli, Marllard and Villar, 2009). Also, 

DePaulo, Lindsay, Malone, Muhlenbruck, Charlton and Cooper (2003) found, in one of their 

analysis, that liars used to provide fewer details, make more negative statements, and tended 

to use words that distanced themselves from their statements, in contrast to truth tellers who 

would sound more direct and personal. Furthermore, truth tellers have experienced what they 

are saying whilst ―liars can only try to fake‖ (DePaulo et al., 2003: 102). Also, Newman et al. 
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(2003) explained that an increased use of negative emotions could be related to a deceptive 

behavior as a result of guilt-related feelings. In contrast to Newman et al. (2003), Zhou, 

Burgoon, Nunamaker and Twitchell (2004) claimed that deceivers could experience less 

negative emotions about deceiving as they would try to cover up their feelings of guilt. 

In terms of the linguistic aspects that are related to lies, we have found several studies that 

have investigated them. Same as with the negative emotions, there are different studies with 

different results that could be found contradictory. 

An aspect that has been found, is the use of fillers such as the ones investigated by Fox Tree 

(2006), who in one of her examinations, realized that ―um‖ tended to be used at the beginning 

of the narrative when lying (also as liars usually need more time to choose the right words, the 

number of times they use it, increases), whilst ―like‖ was used just before the speaker was 

going to give an information that might be considered a loose memory of the facts. Arciuli, 

Mallard and Villar (2009) added that ―um‖ could also reflect disfluent speech, which, at the 

same time, is related to deception.  But even though ―um‖ had traditionally been considered to 

fill pauses and hesitations or speech disfluences and errors when an individual is lying, in 

their experiment, they (Arciuli, Mallard & Villar, 2009) proved that the use of ―um‖ 

decreased when the speaker was lying; offering in this way contradictory results about the use 

of this particle. 

Moreover, if we talk about ―oh‖, we can say that hearers usually relate the ―ohs‖ to 

spontaneity as it indicates a change of state, for example in the case of someone unaware of 

something and then knowing it (Fox Tree & Schrock, 1999). Which is similar to ―you know‖ 

as it invites the addressees ―to fill in off-record information; theoretically, at the moment it is 

used, listeners determine what information is being left off record and why‖ (Fox Tree, 

2006:5), which means that there is a common ground between the participants and it is tuned 

to the needs of the conversational participants (Fox Tree & Schrock, 2002). Even though 

these two discourse markers could be planned in advance when the speaker is telling a story, 

usually they are used in a spontaneous conversation. 

Several authors (Pennebaker and King, 1999; Pennebaker, Mehl & Niederhoffer, 2003; 

Shapiro, 1989) have studied that we can learn about people‘s emotions, thoughts, and even 

motives by categorizing and counting the words they use when they communicate. They 

defend that words that ―reflect how people are expressing themselves can be more informative 

than what they are expressing‖ (Newman et al. 2003: 66). For example the use of pronouns, 
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emotionally tone words, prepositions and conjunctions have been related to a number of 

behavioral and even emotional outcomes. As for example, Stirman and Pennebaker (2001) 

who analyzed that the poets who used a high frequency of self-references but a lower of 

other-references in their poems were more likely to commit suicide than those poets who were 

part of the opposite pattern. Even in college students, those who use more cognitive words, 

such as ―think‖ and ―because‖ have been linked to have a better health and higher grades 

(Klein & Boals, 2001; Petrie, Booth & Pennebaker, 1998). 

The use of the first person pronoun is also a linguistic feature that is related to falsehood and 

truthfulness. As Newman et al. (2003: 666) said: ―the use of the first-person singular is a 

subtle proclamation of one‘s ownership of a statement‖. To prove their affirmation, they 

(Newman et al, 2003) made an experiment in which they studied the linguistic manifestations 

of false stories. The result was that truth tellers tended to use more first-person pronouns that 

liars. This could be related to the fact that liars tend to ―dissociate‖ themselves from the lie 

they are telling (Dulaney, 1982, Knapp et al., 1974), whilst these self-references indicate that 

the individuals are being ―honest‖ (Campbell & Pennebaker, 2003). 

Furthermore, Knapp, Hart and Dennis (1974) hypothesized that liars could avoid statements 

of ownership for two main reasons: to discard themselves from what they are saying or ―due 

to a lack of personal experience‖ (Newman et al. 2003: 366).  Wiener and Mehrabian (1968) 

added that liars tend to take longer to reply than those who tell the truth. Also, the same 

authors mentioned that the liars do not refer to themselves as often when telling their stories.  

So, people who are more ―honest‖ with themselves have been found to be more self-aware 

and their use of self-references increase. 

Instead of using the first person pronouns as much as a truth teller would do, liars are more 

likely to use third person pronouns, for example ―she‖, ―his‖, ―they‖… (DePaulo et al., 2003). 

As we mentioned previously this could be related to the fact that liars have not experienced 

what they are saying; but what is more, according Hancock et al. (2008:4) those liars ―who 

are careful about constructing deceptive messages will exhibit an increased other-focus in an 

effort to distance themselves from the lie‖. 

Newman et al. (2003) explained that liars tend to tell less complex stories. This means that 

truth-tellers tend to tell what they did but also, what they did not do, and they also tend to use 

exclusive words such as ―except‖, ―but‖ and ―without‖. Moreover, they added that liars tend 

to use more motion verbs (―walk‖, ―move‖…) and fewer exclusive words. As DePaulo et al. 
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(2003: 80) explained: ―the truthful accounts are based on events that were actually 

experienced, whereas the lies are not‖, which means that the truthful accounts are more vivid, 

realistic and clearer as they would include sensory information and contextual clues, whilst 

deceptive accounts could be more likely to make reference to cognitive processes like 

thoughts and inferences made at the time of the event. Furthermore, there is the possibility 

that liars prepare their lie/s before they are going to tell it/them, but there is also the 

possibility that this does not happen, which means that they did not prepare their lies in 

advance. Some authors (DePaulo et al., 2003, Porter, Yuille & Lehman, 1999, Sporer & 

Schwand, 2006) realized that liars are more likely to repeat phrases, words and even details 

than truth tellers. 

 

 

2. METHODOLOGY OF THE ANALYSIS 

The texts that we will use for our analysis are transcripts of the interviews the killers gave to 

the producer of the true crime series ―I am a killer‖. Even though the series have interviewed 

more people than just the killers, we have only focused on them. In particular, we have 

analyzed the parts where the murderers described their childhoods, the murders that put them 

in jail and their redemption. In the analysis in which we are going to study the linguistic 

features and the manipulation of language, we will take into account some of the statements 

made by family members and prosecutors. 

The topics that form part of the interviews are previous crimes, sexual or domestic abuses, 

drugs and alcoholism, their families (most of them belonged to families with low economic 

resources), the absence of a parental figure in addition to spiritualism and religion. 

Following the register analysis based on Biber and Conrad (2009), we have analyzed the 

situational context, the linguistic features of the samples from both types of killers; we have 

analyzed the common linguistic features of the two groups, the functional interpretation of 

both groups and a comparative analysis between the two groups. Finally, we have shown the 

results and  the conclusions with the percentages based on the use of some of these linguistic 

features, and how they can be related to lies and the manipulation of language with the 

intention of trying to make the spectators feel  empathy for them. 
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To check whether or not a linguistic feature belonged to a specific field, we decided to 

manually count the different features. Usually, an automatic device is used to count the 

features, but as we have taken into account the context in which these linguistic features have 

been mentioned, we have counted them manually. 

 

 

3. PRACTICAL ANALYSIS: REGISTER 

3.1.SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS 

―I am a killer‖ is a true crime series that follows several murderers who have been convicted 

to death row in the United States. The first season was televised on 2018 and the second 

season in 2020 on the streaming company, Netflix.  

Each of two seasons has ten episodes. The interviews for the first season were conducted with 

men only, whilst in the second season, three women were also interviewed. This is because in 

the United Stated there are 2,800 men on death row and only 50 women. 

The interviews are made to those convicted who have admitted their crimes. The murderers 

talk about their lives before they committed the murders, what events caused the murders, a 

description of their crime and finally, how they feel in jail, after what they had done.  These 

interviews are alternated with other interviews to family members (of the killers and/or of the 

people who were murdered), police, attorneys and other participants but we have not taken 

them into account for our analysis. For our analysis we have taken the scripts of the 

interviews.
2
  

In this study, we have made a division between the killers who murdered with other people 

(accompanied killers) and the lone killers. Also, we have excluded the women and one man 

whose intelligence quotient is lower than average, as we think that gender and the intelligence 

quotient could affect language.  

The interviews took place in the prison where the convicted are. The interviews were taped, 

so the spectators can see the murderers‘ version.  The location chosen for the interviews was 

                                                           
2
 All the scripts of the interviews can be found in: 

https://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/episode_scripts.php?tv-show=i-am-a-killer-2018 [consulted 10
th

 

January 2020] 

https://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/episode_scripts.php?tv-show=i-am-a-killer-2018
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the visiting room of the prison, with only the murderers, the interviewer and the camera or 

cameras present; so, the place of communication is private, but at same time as it is going to 

be aired, it is also public. We do not know when the filming took place but as the seasons 

where aired in 2018 and 2020, we can assume that the first season was filmed in 2017 and the 

second season in 2019. The purpose of the interviews, and therefore the series, is to talk about 

murders from different perspectives and allow the murderers to explain what they did and 

why they did it. 

As we have said before, we have divided the killers in two groups: accompanied killers and 

lone killers. We have based this on the division made by Ressler, Burgess and Douglas 

(1988)
3
 as well as that made by Otín del Castillo (2010). They (Ressler, Burgess & Douglas, 

1988) created two profile characteristics of organized and disorganized murderers: 

Figure 2: Profile Characteristics of Organized and Disorganized Murderers 

 

Source: Ressler, Burgess & Douglas (1988), pp. 122 

                                                           
3
 For further information on the classification of organized and disorganized murders as well as patterns and 

motives, see Ressler, Burgess, & Douglas (1988) and Mjanes (2009).  
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In this classification we can see that Ressler, Burgess and Douglas (1988) did not say 

anything about the murderers acting with company or alone, but Otín del Castillo
4
 (2010), 

added the fact of being accompanied as a possible characteristic of organized murderers.  

Figure 3: Organized and Disorganized Murderers 

 

Otín del Castillo (2010), pp.161 

Therefore, based on this classification by Otín del Castillo (2010) and hypothizing that this 

distinction could influence their use of language, we have divided the killers that we have 

analyzed in two different groups: the accompanied killers, who would generally commit 

organized crimes and the lone killers, who tend to act in a more spontaneous, disorganized 

way
5
. Thus, we think that through this distinction (accompanied and lone killers), we can find 

differences in terms of linguistic features and in the registers. 

                                                           
4
 For further information on criminal psychology profiles, see Otín del Catillo (2010) and Torres Delgado 

(2016).  

 
5
 All of our killers fit either of the 2 patterns proposed by Otín del Castillo (2010), even James Robertson and 

Wayne Doty, who at first look as though they differ from the pattern, as, in spite of having planned their crimes, 

showed signs of improvisation such as the weapons they used (for example, socks), living near the crime scene 

(their victims were cellmates) and not caring if they got caught as they even waited to be arrested by the agents. 
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For a better visualization of the two groups, and before explaining the case of each of the 

criminals, the data of the killers we have analyzed are represented as a summary in the 

following tables: 

ACCOMPANIED KILLERS (ORGANIZED)  

NAME DATE OF 

BIRTH 

DATE OF 

THE 

MURDER 

AGE 

WHEN 

THE 

MURDER 

TOOK 

PLACE 

CRIME ACTUAL 

STATUS 

KENNETH 

FOSTER 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

 

 

MAURICEO 

BROWN 

(dead) 

 

JULIUS 

STEEN (not 

interviewed) 

 

DWAYNE 

DILLARD 

(not 

interviewed) 

 

October 

22, 1976 

August 15, 

1996 

19 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on July 

1, 1997. 

Commuted to 

life in prison 

on August 

30, 2007. 

July 3, 

1975 

21 Sentenced to 

death.  

Executed, 

July 16, 2006 

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

MIGUEL 

MARTINEZ 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

MIGUEL 

VENEGAS 

(interviewed) 

June 8, 

1973 

January 18, 

1991 

17 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(TRIPLE 

HOMICIDE) 

Sentenced to 

death on 

1991. 

Commuted to 

life in prison. 

November 

21, 1974 

16 Plea deal for 

41 years in 

prison. 
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ROBERT 

SHAFER 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAVID 

STEINMEYER 

(not 

interviewed) 

August 19, 

1970 

April 29, 

1990 

19 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(DOUBLE 

HOMICIDE) 

Sentenced to 

death on 

January 6, 

1993.  

Overturned 

(life without 

parole, 

2004). 

Unknown 16  Unknown 

(participation) 

12-and-a-

half-year. 

JOSHUA 

NELSON 

(interviewed) 

 

 

KEITH 

BRENNAN 

(not 

interviewed) 

January 

16, 1977 

March 10, 

1995 

18 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on 

November 

27, 1996. 

Unknown 16 Life 

sentence. 

LEO LITTLE 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

 

JOSE 

ZAVALA 

(interviewed) 

July 14, 

1980 

January 23, 

1998 

17 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on 

April 28, 

1999. 

Commuted to 

life in prison. 

January 8, 

1981 

17 Life 

sentence. 

BRANDON 

HUTCHINSON 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

 

MIGUEL 

SALAZAR 

(interviewed) 

 

 

FREDDIE 

LOPEZ (not 

interviewed) 

December 

16, 1974 

(Death 

from 

cancer: 

November 

2, 2019) 

January 1, 

1996 

22 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(DOUBLE 

HOMICIDE) 

Sentenced to 

death on 

November 

18, 1996. 

1979 17 1
st 

DEGREE 

MURDER 

(‗COMMON 

PURPOSE‘) 

 

Life without 

parole. 

 

 

 

Unknown Unknown 2
nd 

DEGREE 

MURDER 

10-year 

sentence. 
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TOBY 

WILLIAMS 

(interviewed) 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA 

HINTON (not 

interviewed) 

WILMA 

FRANKLIN 

(not 

interviewed) 

August 4, 

1964 

December 

20, 1984 

19 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death. 

Changed to 

life in 

prison(denied 

parole 5 

times since 

2004). 

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 

 

 

 

LONE KILLERS (DISORGANIZED) 

NAME DATE 

OF 

BIRTH 

DATE OF 

THE 

MURDER 

AGE 

WHEN 

THE 

MURDER 

TOOK 

PLACE 

CRIME ACTUAL 

STATUS 

JAMES 

ROBERTSON 

May 

26, 

1963 

October 

12, 2008 

45 CAPITAL 

MURDER (1
st
 

DEGREE) 

Sentenced to 

death. 

JUSTIN 

DICKENS 

July 28, 

1976 

March 12, 

1994 

17 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(ROBBERY/ 

HOMICIDE) 

Sentenced to 

death on May 

17, 1995. 

Commuted to 

life in prison 

in 2005. 

DEANDRA 

BUCHANAN 

1973 November 

7, 2000 

24 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on April 

22, 2002. 

Resentenced 

to life in 

prison without 

parole on 

September 30, 

2003. 
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WAYNE DOTY April 

12, 

1973 

March, 

1997 

24 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Initially, he 

was sentenced 

to life in 

prison without 

parole. As a 

result of the 

second 

murder, he 

was given the 

death penalty. 

2011 40 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

CHARLES 

THOMPSON 

June 

13, 

1970 

April 30, 

1998 

28 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(First, he was 

charged with 

manslaughter 

for the death of 

Darren Cain 

and aggravated 

assault of 

Dennise 

Hayslip. After 

Dennise was 

taken to the 

hospital and 

died there, 

Thompson‗s 

charges were 

modified to 

DOUBLE 

MURDER) 

Sentenced to 

death on May 

5, 1999. 

JOSEPH 

MURPHY 

1967 1987 20 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

(AGGRAVAT

ED MURDER) 

Sentenced to 

death. 

Commuted to 

life without 

parole. 

DAVID 

BARNETT 

May 

18, 

1976 

February 

4, 1996 

18 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on May 

2, 1997. 

CHARLES 

ARMENTROUT 

August 

2, 1965 

March 18, 

1995 

30 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on 

March 24, 

1998. 

MARK 

ARTHUR 

August 

1, 1979 

December 

21, 1996 

17 CAPITAL 

MURDER 

Sentenced to 

death on 

February 11, 

1998. 

Commuted to 

life in prison 

on June 22, 

2005. 
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Regarding the situational characteristics proposed by Biber and Conrad (2009) in the analysis 

of register, we must also take into account the following more general features of the context 

in which the communicative exchanges take place: 

The participants are killers who have committed a murder and have been sentenced to death 

(and in some cases, resentenced to life in prison), so the setting is the visiting room in prison, 

a private place that becomes ―public‖ as the interviews are part of a public television program. 

The killers narrate their murders to the producer/interviewer but at the same time they are 

addressing the audience of the program, as they were being taped. 

The average age of the accompanied killers is 18.2 and 26.3 in the case of lone killers. Both 

groups shared some background as they grew up in families with low economical resources, 

they sold or consumed drugs, suffered from sexual and physical abuse and committed 

previous crimes like robberies. 

There is shared knowledge between the producer and the killers, as both know information 

about the murders. Despite this fact, there is other information that could be unknown to the 

hearer in relation to the events before and after the murder. This will also happen to the 

audience too, as some of the spectators might have some information about the crimes from 

the press but others not. 

The communicative purposes of the killers in the interviews are to narrate, describe and 

explain the events before and after the murders; therefore, they try to persuade and change the 

audience‘s opinion related to them. Furthermore, they narrate facts that are past (their 

childhood, previous crimes, murders…) and present (their life in prison), and even their 

opinion about their sentences and the different situations, for example things they did and did 

not do. 

 

3.1.1.  ACCOMPANIED KILLERS 

In this case, we have selected those killers who committed their murders with one or more 

person. Also, even though each episode of the series is based on the main killer‘s version, 

there are exceptions, and in three episodes, other participant in the crime has been interviewed 

too. We have, therefore, taken into account these three participants‘ speech too. We have a 

total of ten killers that murdered with other participant or participants. 
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The first murderer that is introduced to us in the series is Kenneth Foster. Foster was 

sentenced to death because he was driving the car accompanied by Mauricio Brown, and it 

was the latter who killed Michael LaHood in 1996.   

The second murderers are Miguel Angel Martinez and Miguel Venegas. In 1991, Martinez, 

who at that time was seventeen years old, and Venegas, who was sixteen, murdered three men 

while they were sleeping.  

Robert Shafer, who at that time was nineteen years old, and David Steinmeyer, who by then 

was sixteen years old, handed themselves to police in 1990. They confessed the murder of 

two men, Dennis Young and Jerry Parker.   

In 1995, Joshua Nelson, at that time eighteen years old, and Keith Brennan, who was sixteen 

years old, murdered their friend Tommy Owens, in Florida. Nelson told the investigators that 

the reason why they killed Tommy was because they wanted to steal his car and escape from 

their homes.  

At the age of seventeen, in 1998, Leo Little and Jose Zavala kidnapped, robbed and murdered 

Christopher Chavez.   

Brandon Hutchison and Miguel Salazar killed, in 1996, Ronald and Brian Yates. Hutchison 

said that the reason why this happened was because the brothers insulted Salazar and Freddy 

Lopez, who was his cousin‘s husband.  

The last murderer is Toby Williams, who robbed and kidnapped Johnny Moore, his wife, 

Deborah, and their baby in 1984. He shot Mr. and Mrs. Moore but only the wife died. 
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3.1.2. LONE KILLERS 

In this case, we have taken into account those murderers who killed by themselves, they were 

alone with the victims when the crime took place. We have a total of nine killers that 

murdered alone. 

The first murder that is presented to us is James Robertson. After more than twenty years in 

prison, he decided to kill his cellmate Frank Hart with the purpose of being sentenced to 

death, which he finally got in 2012. 

The next murderer is Justin Dickens. In 1995, seventeen years old Dickens attempted to rob a 

jewelery store in Texas. The murderer claims that he did it because he had to pay a drug 

dealer. Whilst carrying out the robbery, Dickens shot and killed Frances ‗Allen‘ Carter.  

Deandra Buchanan killed his girlfriend, and mother of his daughters, aunt and stepdad in 

2000. He claimed that he smoked a joint, which had an unknown substance, and made him 

kill.  

The following murderer is Wayne Doty. He shot his colleague, Harvey Horne II, five times in 

1997. He was sentenced to a life in prison but fourteen years later he killed an inmate, Xavier 

Rodriguez, and then he was resentenced to the death penalty. 

Charles Thompson handed himself over to the police in Texas after shooting his former 

girlfriend, Denise Hayslip, and her new partner, Darren Cain. Both were shot during a fight in 

Hayslip‘s house.  Cain died there, but Denise was accidentally shot in the jaw and taken to the 

hospital where she finally died. 

Joseph Murphy has spent twenty four years on death row. He had his sentenced commuted to 

life in prison. Murphy murdered Ruth Predmore when he went to rob her to pay his sister‘s 

medical bills.  

David Barnett murdered his adoptive grandparents in 1996. His intentions were a mystery 

until it was discovered that Barnett suffered from physical and sexual abuse by his adoptive 

father. 

Charles Armentrout attempted to murder his father and successfully murdered his 

grandmother, Inez Notter in 1995.   
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The last murderer is Mark Arthur who, at the age of seventeen, discovered in 1996 that his 

friend‘s mother, Carmen Fonseca, was being abused by her husband. Because of that, he shot 

Carmen‘s husband dead. 

 

 

3.2. LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS 

3.2.1. ACCOMPANIED KILLERS’ DATA 

In this section we are going to make a corpus that belongs to the linguistic features obtained 

from the interventions of the accompanied killers. These interviews have a total of 15,619 

words, which we have examined manually for the compilation of those linguistic, lexical, 

semantic, grammatical, most frequent and pervasive aspects that characterize the register of 

this group. In the following table
6
, we will show the words that we have studied. 

 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE ACCOMPANIED KILLERS‘ DATA 

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL WORDS Situation, event, issue, fact, participation, 

mess, stuff, business and nothing. 

DRUGS 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE  Drug addict/s and marijuana dealer. 

VERBS Shoot, snorting, huffed, messing and drug. 

DRUGS‘ NAMES Marijuana/weed, cocaine and roofies. 

NOUNS Drug rehab, rehab, drug use and habit. 

ADJECTIVES Alcoholic and hyper. 

CRIMES 

 

 

 

VERBS Steal/stealing, rob/robbing, brandished (a 

weapon), stone (car, house) and lifting.  

NOUNS Robbery, vandalism, targets and victims. 

GANGS Gangster hip-hop, gang and Crips. 

ABUSE VERBS Hit, molested, raped and take an interest. 

NOUNS Kidnapping, oral sex and sexual abuse. 

ADJECTIVES Sociopathic, disadvantaged and persisted. 

                                                           
6
 This table only shows those elements that are more relevant. All the elements are in the APPENDIX 5.2. 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE ACCOMPANIED KILLERS‘ DATA. 
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MURDER VERBS Kill, fighting, struggling, fired (shot), hit, 

kicked, drag off and dragged. 

NOUNS Confrontation, (silent) order and struggle. 

ADJECTIVES Loaded, eliminated and unfolded. 

LEGAL 

TERMS 

VERBS Commuted, convicted, testified, sentenced 

to death, charged and mounting up. 

NOUNS Accomplice, case, sentence, court, life 

sentence, probation, death sentence, 

executions, trial and plea. 

PROFESSIONS Jury, judge, lawyer and prosecutors. 

ACCRONYMS SAPD (San Antonio Police Department). 

ADJECTIVES Innocent and guilty. 

PRISON 

 

 

VERBS Reprocessed and locked up. 

NOUNS Prison, mugshot, jail and inmate. 

PROFESSIONS Cops and warden. 

PERSONAL 

BELIEF 

VERBS Think, believe, understand, feel, admit, 

comprehend and swear. 

NOUNS Thoughts and reason 

GOOD AND 

BAD 

GOOD Good, okay, right, true and alright. 

BAD Wrong, bad, unfortunately, terrible and 

hideous. 

LIFE AND 

DEATH 

LIFE Life and life-changing moment. 

DEATH Death and dead. 

KILLERS‘ 

REDEMPTION 

VERBS Rehabilitation, redemption, guilt, blame, 

amends, reconciliation and purpose. 

NOUNS Examine, blame resent and recognize. 

ADJECTIVES Responsible, honest, evil, and aligned. 

RELIGION VERBS Pray and reconcile. 

NOUNS Satan, soul, minister of God, God, 

ordained priest, spiritual sense and Christ. 

MONEY VERBS Pay and mooching. 

NOUNS Price, means and profit margin. 

ADJECTIVES Wealthy. 
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BODY PARTS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS Beard, hairs and chest. 

MURDER Eye, body, forearm, blood and face. 

ABUSES Semen-stained, penis and head/s. 

EXPRESSIONS Butt (something to spank me on my butt), 

eyes (at least in my eyes) and back (I carry 

that X on my back, got my back). 

WEAPONS Gun/pistol/bullets/trigger (gun), weapon, 

bat/baseball bat and screwdriver. 

FEELINGS 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE 

MURDER 

Scary, angry, disrespect, happy, painful, 

sad, feared, loved and heartbreaking. 

DURING THE MURDER ―I fell to peer pressure‖, unsettling feeling, 

bad feeling and shocked. 

FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

Father, brother, family, grandparents, mother, father figure and big brother. 

DISTANCE 

 

 

ADVERBS There, here, outside and front. 

PREPOSITIONS Top, behind and under. 

EXPRESSIONS The other side, few feet away, quite a 

distance and fifty feet away. 

TIME ADVERBS Every day, early, before, next, quick, now, 

initially and at that point.  

NOUNS Execution date vacation, afternoon, night 

and whole time.  

EXPRESSIONS My time point on, the last time, during the 

day and for a couple of months. 

DATES August 14, 1997, August 30
th

 1997 and 

middle January. 

NUMBERS CARDINALS 

 

 

 

SHOTS One, two and three. 

HIT/STAB One. 

AGES 4 or 5, 7 or 8, 9 or 10, 10, 12, 13 to 17, 15, 

17-18, 17, 18, 19, 18 or 19, 22 and 40. 

YEARS 21, 20-30, 41, 25-27, 12, 20, 4 and 4-5. 

PEOPLE One, two, three, four, six and eleven. 

ROBBERY One. 
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ORDINALS Ninth and first. 

HEIGHTS 6-foot-8 

WEIGHT 300-pound, an ounce, 50 and 60 pounds. 

QUALITY 300 or 400 dollars. 

CONJUNCTIONS And, where, but, as, though and while. 

INTERJECTIONS Huh, um, uh, uh-uh and like. 

TRADEMARK LINES You know, man, I mean, I guess and yeah. 

ABBREVIATIONS Gonna, ain‘t,‘cause, kinda and gotta. 

CURSE WORDS Goofball, faggots, shit, stupid, damn, fuck, 

acted black, idiotic and foolish. 

PRONOUNS I, they, we, he, it, you, him and her. 

MODAL VERBS Can, can‘t, cannot, could, couldn‘t, may, 

shouldn‘t, allowing and able. 

MOVEMENT VERBS Leave, slumping, pull (weapon)/pulling, 

get into, grabbed and loaded. 

 

In terms of the time of the verb that were in present, we have found that the most common 

were present simple, for example: understand, deserve, believe, look…; present continuous, 

with verbs such as  I‘m thinking of, you‘re living,…; finally in present perfect, verbs like:  

I‘ve become, he‘s done, I‘ve learned… 

We have found verbs that were in past, the most common were past simple, for example: 

learned, knew, took, brandished…; in past continuous with verbs like was getting involved, 

were smoking, were drinking…; in present perfect with the example of had passed, had 

committed, had shot, had befriended…; and finally in past perfect continuous with verbs such 

as had been doing had been drinking, had been happening…  

Also, the killers tend to talk about the future, using will, for example I‘ll be, it‘ll, I‘ll walk, 

we‘ll take…; going to, like for example you‘re gonna get to death row, people are gonna 

trying to kill you… 

In terms of the verbs, we have to emphasize the use of the imperative in some cases: I‘m 

wired up! Let‘s go do it! And it did! 
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In terms of grammar, we are going to focus on the time of the verbs, the beginning of the 

sentences, the length of the sentences, repetition of the same word one after the other, 

grammatical mistakes and finally, we would explain how in certain occasions the murderers 

do not finish one sentence when they start another. 

We found that usually when the killers describe the murders they tend to mix past with 

present, for example: ―And he takes off and comes back and says‖ when it should be ―and he 

took off and came back and said‖; ―So we go to this place and we looked through the 

windows‖, in this last example we could see how in the same sentence the speaker mixed past 

and present times.  

Most of the sentences start with the pronoun ―I‖ or the conjunction ―and‖. Sentences like: ―I 

gave it no mind. I didn't think that it was really gonna happen‖. Both sentences were said in a 

row and both start in the same way. As we have already said, the conjunction ―and‖ is also 

used at the beginning of the sentences, for instance: ―And so I would fight back, I did get in a 

few fights, um sticking up for myself.‖, ―And so I made a decision to go out and, uh to rob 

another person for money.‖ In this case, both sentences were not said at the same time, but 

both are an example of how they also start their sentences with this conjunction. 

  

In terms of the type of sentences used, we have seen that most of the sentences are simple for 

instance, as in: ―We ran the streets together somewhat.‖; ―I remember the smoke from the 

hair.‖ We can also find compound sentences like ―You know, they wanted to give me a 

chance in life, and they did their best to raise me from there.‖; ―All this is in the trial record, 

but this is the part that's not.‖ There are also relative clauses, which give us more information, 

such as: ―But I remember standing over a guy, sleeping on the couch, which was a few feet 

away from the entrance.‖; ―I've come from death row to becoming a minister in prison, which 

is a very hard thing to do.‖; ―When I was about six weeks old, my mother, she decided to give 

me to a family who were going to adopt me.‖ Finally, we have found conditional sentences as 

―I feel that if I hadn't said that, we would have just drove off.‖; ―If I would've told the truth 

from the beginning, he might not ever went to prison.‖ 

 

As we have already exposed in some cases, we have found how the killer repeats the same 

word one after the other. We have found them in sentences like: ―I'd be, I'd be telling a lie.‖; 

―I had to get my clothes and get get out.‖; ―I don't think that that was the defining factor of 

killing him.‖ This, with the interjections that are also used throughout all of the discourses, 
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could give the speakers more time to think how they want to express their version of the 

incidents. 

 

During their interviews, we have noticed that sometimes the murderers commit grammatical 

mistakes such as: ―And there was four of us that was in the car.‖; ―We didn't have no 

money.‖; ―But then, after a minute or so, I seen him hit the ground.‖  

 

Finally, we will talk about the fact that the killers on some occasions do not finish a sentence 

when they start another sentence. For example: ―Both of my parents were…Unfortunately, 

they were they were both drug addicts and in and out of prison.‖; ―The road happened to… 

We thought it was a dead end, so we made a U-turn.‖  

 

 

3.2.2.  LONE KILLERS’ CORPUS  

In this section, as in the previous one, we are going to make a corpus that belongs to the 

linguistic features obtained from the interviews of the lone killers. These interventions have a 

total of 17,402 words, which we have examined manually for the compilation of those 

linguistic, semantic, lexical, grammatical, pervasive and most frequent aspects that 

characterize the register of this group. In the following table
7
 we will show the most relevant 

words. 

 

 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE LONE KILLERS 

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL WORDS Stuff, position, everything, things, 

situation, mess, conduct and anything. 

DRUGS 

 

 

PEOPLE  Homeless drug addict and drug addict. 

VERBS Smoke, introduced and drinking. 

DRUGS‘ NAMES Pot, Quaaludes, cocaine and alcohol.  

                                                           
7
 This table only shows those elements that are more relevant. All the elements are in the APPENDIX 5.3. 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE LONE KILLERS‘ DATA. 
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NOUNS Drugs, influence and trade-out. 

ADJECTIVES Belligerent, drunk, alcoholic and stunned. 

CRIMES 

 

 

 

VERBS Break/breaking into, steal/stealing/stole 

and burnt. 

NOUNS Crash and grab, thefts and robbery. 

ADJECTIVES Burned and troublemaker.  

GANGS Gang/s, Maniac Latin Discipline Nation 

and Folks Alliance. 

ABUSE VERBS Slapping, break skin, kissing, touched, hit, 

punched, screaming, raped and abused. 

NOUNS Child molester,  welts, abuse and mentally 

abuse. 

ADJECTIVES Busted, physically abusive, swollen shut, 

physical, inappropriately and naked. 

MURDER VERBS Kill, hit, strangled, ramming, push/pushed, 

tied down, ambushed and shoot. 

NOUNS Fight, shot, murderer, crime, homicide, 

shoulder tackle and knocked out. 

ADJECTIVES Murdered, premeditated and calculated. 

LEGAL 

TERMS 

VERBS Convicted, turn in, sued, testify, execute, 

sentenced to death, prosecute and commit. 

NOUNS Record, capital murder, death penalty, 

case records, life in prison, probation, 

trial, Department of Corrections and 

homicide. 

PROFESSIONS Guard/s, sheriff, medical examiner, police, 

caseworkers, warden and attorney. 

ACRONYMS DFS (Department of Family Services) and 

ICVC (Impact of Crime on Victims). 

ADJECTIVES Convicted, incarcerated and guilty. 
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PRISON 

 

 

VERBS Locked in, arrested and transfer. 

NOUNS Prison, inmates, cell, CM board, death 

chamber, and privileges. 

PROFESSIONS Guard/s and warden.  

ACRONYMS CM (close management) and DR 

(disciplinary report). 

ADJECTIVES Infiltrated, arrested and electrocuted. 

 

 

PERSONAL 

BELIEF 

 

 

VERBS 

 

 

Believe, think and remember. 

NOUNS Thought. 

GOOD AND 

BAD 

GOOD Right, light and better. 

BAD Wong, disaster, threat, dark and worse. 

LIFE AND 

DEATH 

LIFE Alive, back to life and life. 

DEATH Dead, wrongful death and dead body. 

KILLERS‘ 

REDEMPTION 

VERBS Accept, blame, be heard, admit, worth, 

regretted, wish and deserve. 

NOUNS Responsibility, thank, regardless, person, 

amends and punishment. 

ADJECTIVES Full, fair, unfair, responsible, 

intentionally, guilty and meaningful. 

RELIGION VERBS Pray. 

NOUNS Hell, blessing, cross, religion, church, 

destiny, soul, God and God‘s will. 

MONEY VERBS Get, buy, pay, sell, raise and split. 

NOUNS Money, bucks, dollars and checks. 

ADJECTIVES Wealthy. 

BODY PARTS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS Head, shoulders, face, trachea and teeth. 

MURDER Hand/s, blood and jaw disaligned. 

ABUSES Throat, nose, black eye/s, lap and butt.   

EXPRESSIONS (Get out of) hand and (dirty) hands.  

WEAPONS Knife/ French knife, socks, handcuffs 
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(made out of sheets), and baseball bat/bat. 

FEELINGS 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE 

MURDER 

Loved, bad attitude, humiliation, mad, 

confident, angry, rocky, fear, froze up, 

scared, in love, proud, disgruntled, happy, 

emotional and overwhelming. 

DURING THE MURDER Felt wrong, it‘s kind of a blur to me, it‘s a 

big blur after that and I went somewhere.  

FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

Mom, father figure, fiancée, great-grandfather, girlfriend, ex-boyfriend, 

dad, son, sister, parental figure, brother-in-law and niece. 

DISTANCE 

 

 

ADVERBS Here, there, nowhere, straight up and top 

PREPOSITIONS Behind and under. 

EXPRESSIONS The other side, six to eight feet, in the 

middle of and on the streets. 

TIME ADVERBS Every, sometimes, then, first time, at the 

same time, in the morning and maybe.   

NOUNS Several times, beginning, night, weekend, 

routine, our days, yesterday, couple 

weeks, couple months and couple days. 

EXPRESSIONS About a hundred years, right away, first 

time, several times, a few hours later, 

around this time, entire time, every other 

night, after sunset and not too long after.  

DATES Late 80s, 1980s, 90s, 2:00 in the morning, 

every Sunday and since 2009. 

NUMBERS CARDINALS 

 

 

 

SHOTS 2, 5, 6, 7 and 9. 

HIT/STAB - 

AGES 27, 13 turning 14, 54, 16, 15-16, 15, 13, 

17, 44, 45, 4-5, 8-9, 18, 9-10, 5-6, 6, 6-7 

and 28. 

YEARS 37, 12, 15, 100, 19 and 10. 

PEOPLE 17, 8 and 3. 

ORDINALS First (shot) and second (shot). 

WEIGHT Ounce. 
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QUANTITY Both, bunch, little, dozens of stab wounds 

with multiple knives and couple. 

PERCENT 90-percent and 100-percent. 

CONJUNCTIONS And, so, while and whenever. 

INTERJECTIONS Uh, huh, um and like. 

TRADEMARK LINES You know, man, I guess, I mean and yeah. 

ABBREVIATIONS Ain‘t, kinda, gonna, see‘em and ‗mma. 

CURSE WORDS Fuck, shit, bullshit, motherfuckers, damn, 

jitterbug, bloody, stupid and dumb. 

PRONOUNS I, we, they, she, he, you, him, her and it. 

MODAL VERBS Should, could, allow, have, can and had. 

MOVEMENT VERBS Go, get out, ran out, leave, jerked, kicking, 

grab, run out, run off and swung. 

 

In terms of verbs, we have found that the three times have been used: present, past and future. 

The present time used are: present simple, with verbs such as accept, have, recognize, 

believe…; present continuous, like they‘re not treating, I‘m seeing, I‘m cheating, are 

waiting…; and present perfect, with verbs such as guard‘s made, I‘ve been, have kept… 

In term of past time, the murderers tend to talk in past simple, past continuous, past perfect 

and past perfect continuous.  In past simple, we have found verbs like turned, said, finished, 

loved, thought, had, nudged…; in past continuous, verbs such as was getting, was using, was 

having…; the past perfect verbs that we have found were had ever moved, had forgot, had 

done, had worked…; finally, the only past perfect continuous that we have found is had been 

stealing. 

In terms of future time, the only time used are will and going to. The verbs that belong to will 

were for example: I‘ll go, will never be, they‘ll put, they‘ll get, I‘ll kill… In terms of the verbs 

that were used with going to, those were: I‘m not gonna get angry, I‘m gonna make, you‘re 

gonna get, we‘re going to have…  

Moreover, in terms of verbs we have to highlight the use of some imperative forms, like for 

example: ―Man, go open up the fucking door!", ―Get away from here!", "Mom, help me, help 

me! 
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In terms of grammar, we would emphasize the same aspects we have already studied in the 

previous analysis, these aspects being: time of the verbs, the beginning of the sentences, the 

length of the sentences, repetition of the same word one after the other, grammatical mistakes 

and finally, we would explain how on some occasions the murderers do not finish one 

sentence when they start another one. 

If we talk about the time of the verbs used, we should highlight that the killers tend to mix 

present with past, for example: ―I step over, and I see Leona down the hallway.‖, it should be 

―I stepped over, and I saw Leona down the hallway); ―Sure enough, not too long after I drove 

over there, I see him come by.‖, in this sentence the speaker should have said ―I saw him 

come by‖ instead of ―I see him‖ as he is talking about an incident in the past. 

Most of the sentences start with the pronouns ―I‖ and ―we‖ and the conjunctions ―and‖ and 

―but‖. We have seen them in sentences such as: ―And I just I didn't like him.‖; ―But he's dead 

and I can't bring him back.‖  As we have already said, there are many sentences that also start 

with the pronoun ―I‖ like: ―I was sexually abused whenever I went to the institutions that I 

was in. I thought it was something that everyone deals with and puts up with.‖, these two 

sentences were said simultaneously. Finally, we have found other sentences that start with the 

pronoun ―we‖ as: ―We were at bars five, six nights a week. We had a lot of fun. We used to 

go out and play darts and shoot pool every night.‖, these three sentences were also said 

simultaneously. 

When we talk about the type of the sentences we could see that most of them are simple 

sentences, for example: ―I think six, maybe seven, out of nine shots.‖ But there are also 

compound sentences such as ―We have a door up the stairs and I was on the other side of the 

door.‖; ―Now, I went over there with a pistol, but I didn't intend on robbing him or doing 

anything to him.‖  Relative clauses such as: ―The night this happened, we went out to the bar, 

the usual Wednesday night spot, which was to play darts and, uh, steak and potato night for 

five bucks.‖; ―I just consider myself just, uh a down-to-earth, normal person who tries to help 

others and better myself at the same time.‖ There are also conditional sentences such as: ―But 

I look at the victim's mother, and if I was the one that was murdered, I would want finality 

brought forth towards my mother if that was me in that situation.‖, and ―Sometimes I wouldn't 

remember what he did because I told myself, if I didn't want to feel, I had to be numb.‖ 

As we have already studied in the previous analysis we will focus now on the repetitions of 

the same word one after the other. We could relate this phenomenon with the fact that the 
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killers need to think on how to explain their lives and the crimes they committed. We found 

this phenomenon in sentences like: ―I've I've been, um, just all over, really, you know? I didn't 

go to school a lot of times.‖;   ―I was I was in water that I never swam before, and I didn't 

know I didn't know what I was doing.‖ 

We would continue saying that the killers tend to commit grammatical mistakes such as: ―But 

when I seen him coming I looked over at him.‖, it should be said ―but when I saw him…‖; 

―And my dad took me in the bus and said he wanted some alcohol and Al said he don't have 

none.‖, instead of ―he don‘t‖ it should be ―he didn‘t‖ and instead of ―none‖ it should be 

―any‖; ―When I was 17, we was partying for about a week straight.‖, it should be said ―we 

were‖ or even ―I was‖. 

To conclude we focus on the tendency the murderers have in not finishing one sentence and 

starting a new one. This could be also related with the way they want to express the incidents 

and lives. For example: ―And we both just From first sight, we saw each other, it was just one 

of them moments.‖; ―And I was We kinda, like, my own little way, I displayed my little, uh, 

frustration and anger.‖ 

 

 

 

3.3.FUNCTIONAL INTERPRETATION 

3.3.1. ACCOMPANIED KILLERS’ CORPUS 

In the functional interpretation we are going to explain why these patterns exist and how the 

linguistic features are related to the situational context of the interaction we found in the 

previous analysis. 

The topics that the killers in this particular group talked about were their previous crimes, 

their relationship with drugs, their childhood and family (whether they have parents or a 

relationship with them), whether they had money, whether they suffered from sexual or verbal 

abuse (and even if they committed it), the murder, their trial, their life in prison, in some 

occasions they compare their sentence with the other participant and how spiritualism and 

religion have helped them moved on. As we can see, these topics were central and important 

to the speakers as most of them talked about them all. 
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There are some particular cases in which we can see the previous topics and how the 

murderers try to make the spectators believe that they have changed, that the murders were a 

mistake (that everyone could make) and that they would change everything if they could. 

With this series, they have the possibility to tell their version of the story, and more important, 

how they want it to be told. 

As we said before, one of the things that we have seen is that murderers compare their and the 

other participant‘s sentence, even telling what each of them did. The reason for doing this is 

to make the spectator think whether it was fair for them to have the sentence they were given. 

We have two cases in which we can see clearly illustrate this: Kenneth Foster and Miguel 

Martinez‘s cases. 

When Kenneth Foster talked about his participation in the murder he and Mauriceo Brown 

committed, he said:  

Um, Mauriceo Brown testified that we didn‘t plan a robbery. He testified that nobody 

encouraged him to rob. And he testified that he acted on his own accord. Um, unfortunately, 

that wasn‘t good enough, you know. The jury didn‘t believe it, you know. And they 

convicted both of us for capital murder. They convicted me of being a conspirator to the 

crime. Um, they convicted me mostly for being a driver, for driving the car. And they handed 

down the death sentence for that. 

As we can see, Foster is saying that it is not fair that both of them were convicted to death 

sentences when Brown killed Michael LaHood as he only drove the car. He is trying to 

persuade the audience comparing what each of them did and the sentence they were given. In 

addition, Foster also argues, in his opinion, that the jury did not believe Brown and therefore 

his sentence is a mistake. He also repeats several words like ―testified‖ and ―convicted‖ 

creating parallel sentences that support his idea (the fact that the jury did not believe Brown 

and found him guilty). He also uses ―you know‖, involving the audience. He related the death 

penalty (―for that‖) and ―for being a driver‖ to create a ridiculous image of his sentence and 

the evidence that was used. The use of ―unfortunately‖, expresses his opinion, but also ―good 

enough‖ involves the idea of not being good enough for the jury but enough for himself. 

The other murderer who also compares his sentence to the other participant is Martinez. 

Because of the age the two murderers had when the murder took place (Martinez was 17 years 

old and Venegas, 16), Martinez was sentenced to death, and then he was resentenced to life in 

prison, whilst Venegas only got a 41-year sentence despite the fact it was him, Venegas, 
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whom had killed the three people. Furthermore, Venegas did not make any statement as it was 

a plea deal; therefore this is Martinez‘s reaction after knowing that the producer had talked to 

Venegas. This is what Martinez said: 

 You say Venegas has found peace where he can confess and admit now, after he has a 41-

year sentence, to everything that he would not admit or speak of before then. A 41-year 

sentence. I can say a lot of things. I have a life sentence. I think, no matter what I say, no 

matter how I deal with it, that‘s a reality. 

Martinez is trying to make Venegas look like the ―bad guy‖ as he did not have to make any 

statement or go to trial when he, Martinez, had to. For that he is using parallel structures (no 

matter what/how I + verb), repetitions of the verb ―admit‖ and short sentences, a careful 

speech to get the message across the audience. Also, Martinez is hiding his opinion, so that 

others cannot agree or disagree because they do not know his thoughts. 

Apart from this comparison between participants, murderers also try to excuse themselves for 

the crime they committed, saying that they did not plan it, and that for example, it was just a 

robbery and suddenly something happened that made things turn for the worse. For instance, 

as Shafer said:  

The planning on what was supposed to be a robbery had nothing to do with killing anybody. 

That never played into it, initially. It just really spun out of control. 

Here, Shafer is excusing himself of what he and his partner did; making it look like what they 

were going to do was not harmful, but something simple without importance, for that, he uses 

words like ―supposed‖ and ―initially‖, as at first it was not going to be like how it ended up. 

With the last sentence, he is trying to make people know that it was a mistake. 

Furthermore, in other cases, they try to excuse themselves for what happened by saying that it 

was provoked by another person for example when Venegas explained that he killed three 

people because Martinez  dared him to, or Foster when he said that Michael LaHood got 

upset. Venegas said:  

And I‘m looking, and there‘s an axe. And there‘s a there‘s a bat. I said, ―Well, yeah, we‘ll take 

that and we‘ll take a bat‖ And I said, ―Well, why don‘t we just kill the dude, then?‖ ―Ah, tsk. 

You won‘t do that‖. I come from a machista culture. A dare is a dare‖. 
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Furthermore, Venegas uses the present continuous as he is describing that he was finding 

those things  along the way, and because of what Martinez said, the ―dare‖, he had to kill 

those people. He blames the murder of Martinez on daring him.  

Foster said:  

When Michael LaHood was at the top of the driveway, I don‘t know if he got upset or maybe 

he was angry that she was talking to us for so long. But regardless if anybody believes it or not, 

and I say this at the possibility of my own demise, he kind of gave us the bird. Like this here. 

Like you know. And kind of in a joking fashion, I told Mauriceo, I said, ―Man, are you gonna 

let that guy flick us off like that?‖ And it was really just joke.  

Foster is blaming LaHood by saying that he looked like he was upset because of his attitude. 

Therefore, Michael LaHood provoked that he asked Mauriceo to do something about it.  

Also, Foster tried to win the audience‘s sympathy explaining how Michael LaHood‘s brother, 

Nico, who used to sell drugs, got his act together and now he has (at the time of the filming) 

became a Criminal District Attorney. This is what Foster added:  

But it‘s also to talk to an individual that maybe once in his life could have been right where I‘m 

at. You know? He could have been sitting right here. I look at him as somebody that was on the 

wrong course in life but got his life straight. And I admire that. 

By saying this, Foster is trying to make the spectator feel like he deserves an opportunity to 

change, because his victim‘s brother had it and succeeded. Foster uses the modal verb ―could‖ 

that expresses the possibility of Nico being in jail; he, Foster, also uses the word ―wrong‖ as 

explaining that Nico was doing something that was not right. 

Furthermore, in terms of specific linguistic features we could say that killers used a lot of 

multi-functional words like ―something‖ and ―position‖, this is important as it indicates 

vagueness and imprecision. As for example, at the beginning of the interview when Martinez 

said: ―It‘s difficult for me to go back and try to quantify how I felt or what I was thinking. To 

actually be able to put myself into the situation.‖ As we can see, the speaker uses an 

euphemism as he is not specifically saying ―murder‖ but ―situation‖ because the word murder 

has, obviously, negative connotations. 

The murderers do not use many adjectives throughout their speeches, but we found three 

adjectives when they described the abuses that they suffered: ―sociopathic‖, ―disadvantaged‖ 

and ―persistent‖. We can see that their abuser was persistent to get what they wanted, they 
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tried several times to sexually abuse the murderers, whilst the killers felt disadvantaged, as 

they were kinds and vulnerable when they were molested and sociopathic could be related to 

the seriousness of the abuses. 

The words used that are related to legal terms, like ―legal defense‖, ―criminal rights‖, and 

―probation‖, show the concern the killers have on their sentences. For example, Foster‘s case 

became very popular and it helped him to be resentenced from death penalty to life in prison:  

I had become real vocal on death row because we ended up gaining a reputation for being 

vocal and willing to protest for our rights. They decided to remove me from death row a day 

early of my execution. 

We have also mentioned some verbs that were used when the killers talked about their 

personal beliefs like ―think‖, ―believe‖, ―comprehend‖ and ―understand‖. They accept their 

participation in the case and the fact that they have to be punished, but most of them do not 

understand what happened that made them commit the murders in the first place. For 

example, Nelson:  

I still can‘t fully emotionally feel and understand and comprehend what I did that night. How 

could I how could I do something like that? 

In our linguistic analysis, we realized that the murderers tended to differentiate good and bad. 

This means that they have the ability to judge and value what they or the other person did. For 

example, when Foster explained that the jury did not believe Brown: ―And he testified that he 

acted on his own accord. Um, unfortunately, that wasn‘t good enough, you know.‖ The killer 

is giving a valuation of his sentence and how the jury did not believe Brown (use of the 

adverb ―unfortunately‖), while at the same time when he said that it was not good enough, it 

shows his attitudinal stand. 

As we have seen throughout the speeches, killers tended to start their sentences with the 

pronoun ―I‖, which is related to egocentrism, as they focused more on themselves and not on 

the victim. It is also worth mentioning how most of the killers talked about religion and 

spiritualism, using words like ―pray‖, ―God‖ and ―soul‖. These words represent their 

connection to their beliefs and their inner self. 

As for the modal verbs that we have found, we can see that the killers used mildly binding 

verbs such as can (43 times) and could (28 times); which represents the possibility that they 

had. 
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We noticed that during their interviews, the killers committed grammatical mistakes, like for 

instance, Foster: ―And there was four of us that was in the car‖; and Williams: ―As I was 

going to the house, I seen Wilma and Victoria walking in my direction.‖ This could be related 

with the circumstances these people grow up with, as most of them belonged to families with 

limited economic resources and consequently they did not have the chance to get a good 

education. 

Finally, we found that the speakers tended to repeat the same word one after the other, and in 

some occasions they do not finish a sentence when they would start another. This could be 

related with the fact that even though they had planned what they were going to say during 

the interviews, it was a real time speech, characterized by hesitations, false starts… besides it 

could also reflect some nervousness. 

As we have seen here, the killers, through the use of language, are trying to influence the 

audience‘s opinion, exposing a second point of view, and alternative explanation for the facts 

and with this, making the audience change or consider a change of opinion. 

 

 

3.3.2. LONE KILLERS’ CORPUS 

As in the previous section, we are going to explain the relationship between the linguistic 

features we have analyzed in the lone killers‘ corpus and the situational context. 

The topics that the killers talked about were the same as in the previous group: their previous 

crimes, their relationship with drugs, their childhood and therefore their relationship with their 

parents, whether they suffered from domestic or sexual abuses (even if they caused it), the 

murder they committed, their trial and sentence, their life in prison, spiritualism and religion 

and in some cases their relationship with the victims. As we can see, these topics are 

important as most of the killers talked about them. 

As with the previous group, the lone killers have the possibility to tell their version of the 

story, and most of them used this to try to persuade the audience, to make the murder look 

like a mistake and try to change the image the spectator may have. For that, some of the 

murderers explained their belief that the victim would be ―looking after them from heaven‖, 

they would defend them and even visit them; others would try to justify their act; and finally, 
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a few of them would talk about religion, as if they had the possibility to leave prison, it would 

be because of God. 

Firstly, we will talk about the justification of the murder. Not all of the killers would confirm 

that what they did was on purpose (only two people did), just that the circumstances lead to it. 

For example, when Buchanan explains: 

No. Because if that was the case, I could have been done that. Shit, if I wanted to kill her, I 

could have been killed her. And the only thing I keep concluding is, this chemical that I got my 

hands on, that I wasn‘t aware of, caused me to react like this. 

Despite Buchanan having confessed the murder of his girlfriend, aunt and step-father, he has 

always defended that it was not on purpose, that it was a certain drug. He tries to make the 

audience, jury, attorneys… believe that the murders were not on purpose, that it was not his 

fault. As we can see, at first, Buchanan did not use the verb ―kill‖, instead he used the verb 

―do‖, trying to give the impression that he cannot even say that word. But then, he changes 

and mentioned ―kill‖ twice. We can see that he is making a statement, explaining that he had 

more opportunities to kill his girlfriend in the past and if he did not do it then, he was not 

going to do it on purpose at that moment. Therefore, his argument being that he killed her 

because of a drug. 

Another killer that also tries to justify the murder that he committed is Barnett, who killed his 

adoptive grandparents: 

And I was scared. I‘d killed them both. I‘d stabbed them to death. The damage that was done to 

their bodies, when I saw the reports, broken ribs, jaw completely disaligned, dozens of stab 

wounds with multiple knives I don‘t know where they came from. They said they came from 

the kitchen. I don‘t remember getting them. I went into a state of overkill or manic rage. I lost 

consciousness. And I killed two innocent people. 

Here, Barnett explained that he did not know what happened when he killed his grandparents; 

he said that more than losing his temper he went into a state of manic rage. We can see how 

he described how he felt when he realized that he had killed them; he was scared of the 

situation, what he had done. Moreover, he also gave information about how he murdered his 

grandparents, he stabbed them to death and he gave details on the body parts that were 

affected. Barnett explained that he knows what he did because of the reports but there is a 

possibility that he remembers not only because of the reports, but also because he was 

conscious when he committed the murders. He used the passive voice in ―the damage that was 
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done to their bodies…‖ which centers the attention to the bodies and eliminating who made 

the damages, himself. Furthermore, the use of ―they said‖ assigns the details that he does not 

remember, to others. 

Prior to Barnett‘s narration of the murder, he explains some important details of his 

relationship with his adoptive family: 

We never told them anything about what was going on with John (Barnett‘s adoptive father). I 

was nervous of how Clifford (John‘s dad, Barnett‘s adoptive grandfather) would react, because 

he was he was kind of stern. Several times, Clifford You‘d get the upside of the back of your 

head, just like any parent would do to a kid. Not hard, but he‘d always catch me with that ring. 

And he wore the same kind of class ring John wore. When he hit me, it was like John was 

hitting me again in the back of the head with the ring, over and over and over. So I started to 

see Clifford as John, and I couldn‘t look past that. 

With this, Barnett provided us a background, in which we know that his adoptive father 

sexually abused him, and his adoptive grandfather reminded him of John. It is a kind of 

justification for what he did; Barnett just wanted to talk to his grandparents about what was 

happening at home, but then something happened and he killed them both. With the story of 

his father molesting him, he is trying to persuade the audience to feel pity of him, of his 

childhood and justify what he did. It is interesting the way in which Barnett justifies and 

minimizes the abuses like something that all parents do ―just like any parent would do to a 

kid‖, ―not hard‖, ―with the ring‖… but the problem appears when there is a repetition of this 

event, ―over and over again‖.  

Another thing is that some of the killers of this group believe (or want the audience to 

believe) that the victims would understand them, that they would have forgiven them if they 

were there. For instance, Murphy explained: 

I was kind of happy to be on death row. Because I was treated better than I was at home. But I 

wish it wouldn‘t have took a victim to get me sent there. I pray to her every day and ask God to 

watch over her soul and to take care of her. And I know that she‘s watching over and seeing me 

as well. 

Or Thompson, who said:  

Who knows? She probably would have come and visited me in prison. She was that kind of 

lady. 
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When these two murderers said that the victims would probably visit them or that they would 

look over/after them, the killers‘ purpose could be that they want to be forgiven because they 

think the victims would have forgiven them too. They want the audience to create that feeling. 

The difference between these two killers is that the first one is certain in that what he is saying 

is true, as he used the verb ―know‖. Thompson, instead, thinks on the possibility that his ex-

girlfriend would have come and visited him (as he uses the adverb ―probably‖). Finally, it is 

important the use of the pronoun ―she‖, in Thompson‘s speech, as he does not say the victim‘s 

name. 

Another aspect that killers talked about is their faith. They know that what they did was 

wrong but with the excuse that God is the one who will decide if they get out of jail is like 

saying that in the end it does not matter what the sentence said, as it is God‘s will. Perhaps 

this does not have anything to do with the audience and it is just a kind of self reassurance and 

if they get out of prison, it would have nothing to do with them, just God. As Murphy 

explains: 

If I was to ever leave prison, it would be God‘s will and it would be something that he wanted. 

But to myself, I am content just living a life in prison, because I‘ve adapted to prison. I accept 

this punishment. And I‘m okay with it. 

As we can see, Murphy is saying that he is okay with whatever decision God may make, as he 

used the words ―God‘s will‖.  Furthermore, he also expresses that he is good whether he stays 

in prison or whether he leaves it, as he used words like ―content‖ and ―okay‖ when he talked 

about his life in prison. 

In terms of the abuses that the killers suffered, we could say that we have more details than 

with the other group. The lone killers used more verbs and adjectives than the accompanied 

killers. Some of these verbs were: ―slapping‖, ―busted‖, ―kissing‖ and ―touch‖; which give the 

audience an idea of the sexual abuses that they suffered. The abusers touched them, kissed 

them but also they exercised control over the victims. As for the adjectives, some of the ones 

who were mentioned are: ―busted‖ ―physically abusive‖ and ―swollen shut‖. ―Busted‖ and 

―swollen shut‖ give us information about the consequences on the victims‘ bodies after the 

abuses; whilst ―physically abusive‖ narrates how the abusers‘ personalities were. They 

evaluate and express their opinion as well as the justification of their actions. As Barnett said: 
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John would get physical, leave marks, break skin, bruises, welts, whatever it was but then his 

comfort was starting to cradle me, and hold me closer, and start kissing my ears, and that 

didn‘t feel right. 

As we can see, Barnett details the abuses that he suffered ―get physical‖, ―leave marks‖, 

―break skin‖… but he does not do the same when he talks about how he felt, he just uses 

―didn‘t feel right‖, which is very euphemistic. 

The lone killers talked about their life in prison, some of them had experienced punishments 

there. Because of that, they give us more information about the facilities there, using words 

like ―CM board‖, ―death chamber‖ and ―prison yard‖. Also, the use of these words shows that 

life in prison is not as easy as it could be seen. 

This group also started the sentences with the pronoun ―I‖, focusing more on themselves and 

their part of the story rather than the victim or the victim‘s family. As for the modal verbs, the 

most used are ―can‖ (used 58 times) and ―could‖ (used 53 times), the use of these verbs can 

reflect that there was a possibility they could or  could not have taken place. 

In terms of grammar, killers have committed grammatical mistakes, like for example when 

Dickens said: ―When I was 17, we was partying for about a week straight.‖ As we have been 

saying, most of the killers belonged to families with limited economic recourses that could 

have affected in a negative manner the education the killers received. Also, the speakers 

repeated the same words one after the other, and they even start sentences without finishing 

the previous one. This could be because the conversation is spontaneous, as it happened in 

real time, therefore the speakers would hesitate, and try to think, while they are talking, in 

better ways to communicate what they want. 

To conclude this part, we could say that killers have used their language with the purpose of 

making the audience change their opinion of them based on exposing their point of view, 

giving explanations on what happened that caused the murders, justifying themselves by 

giving information about the circumstances that led to the murders. They want the audience to 

change their opinion or at least consider changing it.  
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3.4. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

In this section we will compare the similarities and differences in the register employed for 

the accompanied killers (AK in the discussion that follows) and the lone killers (LK in what 

follows). As we have already seen in the previous section, all of the inmates are in jail and 

have experienced death row, some of them are still sentenced to death, but others have been 

commuted to life in prison. In the series, not all of the inmates revealed the age they had when 

they committed the murders, but after searching for that information, we can say that the 

average age of the accompanied killers is 18.2, whilst the lone killers is 26.3
8
.  As we can see 

there is a difference of almost ten years between the average ages of the killers in both groups. 

All the killers committed other crimes before the murders, like robberies, and they all had 

been related to drugs, either selling them or consuming them. Furthermore, most of the killers 

belonged to families with low economic resources, did not have a parent figure and were 

molested or they abused physically someone (especially in their own family). 

When comparing both corpora, we can observe that many of the linguistic features coincide, 

but also, we also see a number of differences between them. 

First, we will talk about the coincidences
9
, we will start with the multi-functional words. As 

we have seen, in both discourses the killers used these kinds of words, like for example: 

―situation‖, ―fact‖, ―event‖ and ―nobody‖.  

In terms of the semantic fields, we can say that even though they talk about drugs, there are 

not so many coincidences in the majority of the words, being some of the most common: 

―drug addict‖, ―do/doing‖, ―drugs‖, ―alcoholic‖ and ―weed‖. With regards to the semantic 

field of crime, we have found that, as in the previous field, there are not many coincidences, 

just in nouns (―robbery‖) and verbs (like ―rob‖). Furthermore, the only coincidence in the 

gang section would be the word ―gang‖. In the abuse field, some of the most repeated verbs 

were ―hit‖, ―raped‖ and ―abused‖. The only noun that was used in both corpora was ―abuse‖. 

In the description of the murders, they used verbs like ―kill‖ and ―cut‖; and the only noun 

used in both speeches was ―shot‖. Some of the legal words most used are ―death row‖, ―life 

sentence‖, ―jury‖, ―guilty‖ and ―sentenced‖. When the killers talked about their memories and 

thoughts, both groups used words like ―remember‖ and ―thought‖. In the good and bad field 

                                                           
8
 In the lone killers we have added one more age as one of the killers committed to murders at different ages. 

9
 All the linguistic coincidences have been organized in a table and can be found in the APPENDIX 5.4. 

LINGUISTIC COINCIDENCES 
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there are only three words used in both discourses, these being: ―wrong‖, ―bad‖ and ―worse‖. 

This lack of words can be seen also in the life and death field, in which the only common 

words are ―dead‖, ―death‖ and ―life‖. When the killers talked about their redemption, they 

used words like ―responsibility‖ and ―honest‖. The killers do not talk much about money; the 

most common words are ―money‖, ―pay‖ and ―wealthy‖. 

In terms of the body parts that were mentioned their conversations; the most common were 

―blood‖ and ―hair‖. The most common weapons used were ―gun‖ and ―bat‖. Besides them, 

when they talked about their feelings they mentioned some like ―scared‖, ―sad‖ and ―anger‖. 

Some of the family members said were ―father figure‖, ―mom‖ and ―grandparents‖.  

If we talk about the words related to distance, we would say that the adverbs used in both 

speeches were ―there‖ and ―here‖. The prepositions used were ―behind‖ and ―under‖. The 

expressions that were most common in both discourses were ―the other side‖ and ―in the 

middle of‖. In the words that are related to time, we could say that in terms of adverbs the 

coincidences are for example, ―before‖ and ―never‖.  In terms of nouns used in both of the 

discourses we could say that some of them are repeated like ―(n) years‖ and ―(n) times‖. 

Throughout the conversations between the killers and the interviewer, the murderers tend to 

use several numbers. The most relevant groups are the ages and years; the most repeated ages 

are ―17‖ and ―18‖, whilst the only common number of years is ―12‖. 

The most common conjunction is ―and‖. Moreover, the most trademark line used is ―you 

know‖, and in terms of the interjections, ―like‖ and ―um‖ were used throughout the speeches. 

Some of the abbreviations that were repeated in both dialogues were ―ain‘t‖ and ―wanna‖. 

The coincidences that we have found related to the curse words are ―fuck‖ and ―shit‖. The 

pronoun most used is ―I‖. 

In terms of the verbs, we could say that the modal verbs that were most used in both 

discourses are: ―can‖, ―can‘t‖ and ―could‖. The movement verbs that were used in both 

speeches are: ―go‖, ―leave‖ and ―pull‖. Finally, we will talk about the grammar. In terms of 

grammar we could say that both types of killers tend to mix the past with the present and they 

tend to start their sentences with the pronoun ―I‖ and the conjunction ―and‖. Furthermore, we 

have to highlight that both types of killers tend to repeat the same word one after the other, 

commit grammatical mistakes and they usually start a sentence without having finished the 

previous one. 
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However, the frequency
10

 with which the terms appear is not the same in either group, as we 

can see in the following table: 

Accompanied killers 

(15,619 words) 

Lone killers 

(17,402 words) 

Pronouns 

 

 

 

I 5.72% 6.27% 

You 0.77% 0.83% 

He 1.39% 1.11% 

She 0.16% 0.67% 

It 1.42% 1.44% 

We 1.09% 0.57% 

They 0.77% 0.4% 

Drugs 

 

Verbs 0.12% 0.18% 

Drugs‘ names 0.20% 0.21% 

Crime 

 

Verbs 0.21% 0.36% 

Nouns 0.17% 0.07% 

Abuse 

 

Verbs 0.07% 0.37% 

Nouns 0.05% 0.06% 

Murder 

 

Verbs 0.43% 0.52% 

Nouns 0.13% 0.20% 

Legal terms 

 

Verbs 0.22% 0.08% 

Nouns 0.52% 0.58% 

Prison 

 

Verbs 0.03% 0.03% 

Nouns 0.11% 0.27% 

Personal belief Verbs 0.7% 0.49% 

Killers‘ redemption 

 

Verbs 0.26% 0.2% 

Nouns 0.36% 0.2% 

Adjectives 0.11% 0.21% 

Religion Nouns 0.21% 0.11% 

Money Verbs 0.03% 0.09% 

                                                           
10

 For the calculation of the employment‘s percentage of the linguistic features, we have normalized to 100 the 

number of words in all the speeches. 
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 Nouns 0.15% 0.17% 

Body parts 

 

Murder 0.09% 0.24% 

Abuse 0.03% 0.25% 

Feelings 

 

Before and after the 

murder 

0.33% 0.51% 

The day of the 

murder 

0.07% 0.03% 

Multifunctional words 5.2% 4.61% 

Weapons 0.3% 0.24% 

Conjunctions   7% 6.5% 

Interjections 1.3% 1.4% 

Trademark lines 1.26% 1.3% 

Abbreviations 0.7% 0.6% 

Curse words 0.14% 0.29% 

Modal verbs 0.62% 0.74% 

Movement verbs 1.36% 0.84% 

 

We have not calculated the percentages of the times murderers mixed verbal tense nor the 

grammatical mistakes and neither, the repetition of the same word one after the other. As we 

can see, throughout our research we have focused mainly on the lexicon of the words used, 

therefore even though we know the killers used these elements throughout their speeches 

many times in both groups, the percentage was not relevant. 

The following table
11

 shows the different linguist elements used by each group, because just 

as the frequency with which they are used differs, so do will these elements. 

DIFFERENCES IN THE WORDS USED 

 Accompanied Killers Lone Killers 

Drugs 

 

 

Verbs Experimented and 

messing. 
Using and introduced. 

Nouns Rehab, drug activity and 

habit. 

Needles, effect and influence. 

                                                           
11

 This table only shows those elements that are more relevant. All the elements are in the APPENDIX 5.5. 

DIFFERENCES IN THE WORDS USED. 
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People Marijuana dealer. Homeless drug addict. 

Drugs‘ names Lines, hallucinogens, and 

roofies. 
Acid, PCP, Quaaludes, valiums, 

dope and pack of rip. 

Adjectives Intoxicated, expressive 

and hyper. 
Drunk, confused and stunned.  

Crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verbs Tearing up, trash and 

lifting. 

Break/breaking into assault and 

set on fire. 

Nouns Jack move, minor stuff 

and vandalism. 
Carjack, riot and thefts. 

Gangs Bunch of gangs and 

Crips. 

Manic Latin Discipline Nation 

and Folks Alliance. 

Abuse Verbs 

 

Messed, molested and 

take an interest. 

Slapping, shaking up/shook, 

busted, leave marks, kissing and 

touched. 

Nouns Child molestation, oral 

sex and authority figure. 
Domestic abuse, bruises and 

abuse. 

Adjectives Sociopathic, 

disadvantaged and 

persisted. 

Busted, physically abusive, 

swollen and naked. 

Murder 

 

 

 

Verbs Murder, chopped, kicked 

and dragged. 

Cocked, ramming, push/pushed 

and ambushed. 

Nouns Confrontation, shooting 

and struggle. 
Fight, threat, homicide and 

knocked out. 

Adjectives Loaded, eliminated and 

unfolded. 
Murdered, premeditated and 

calculated. 

Legal terms Verbs Commuted, got arrested 

and charged.  

Convicted sued, execute and 

prosecute. 

Nouns Accomplice, criminal 

rights, co-defendant, 

death sentence, Victim 

Impact Statement, 

Louisiana Training 

Institute For Boys, life 

without parole and plea. 

Testimony,  (electric) chair, 

capital punishment, life in 

prison, Family Services, capital 

life sentence, custody, affidavit, 

statements, false pretense, 

probation, institutions, 

testimony, Ohio Public 

Defender‘s office and 

Department of Corrections and 

homicide. 

Professions 

 

Judge, lawyer and 

prosecutors. 

 

 

Guard/s, prosecutors, officer, 

social workers, caseworkers and 

attorney. 

Acronyms SAPD (San Antonio 

Police Department). 
DFS (Department of Family 

Services) and ICVC (Impact of 

Crime on Victims). 

Adjectives Innocent. Convicted and incarcerated. 

Prison Verbs Reprocessed. Locked in, arrested and transfer. 

Nouns Mugshot. Cellmate and death chamber 

Professions Cops. Guard/s. 

Acronyms - CM (close management) and 

DR (disciplinary report). 
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Adjectives - Infiltrated, arrested, 

incarcerated. 

Personal 

belief 

Verbs Disbelieve, understand, 

feel, and comprehend. 
- 

 

Nouns Reason. - 

Good and 

bad 

Good Good and okay. Better. 

Bad Unfortunately, terrible 

and hideous. 
Disaster, bad decisions, bad 

situation and dark. 

Life and 

death 

Life Experience, one life and 

life-changing moment. 
Alive, life-threatening and back 

to life. 

Death - Wrongful death, brain death, 

instant death, dead body. 

Killers‘ 

redemption 

Verbs Apologize, help, desire, 

recognize and realize. 

Accept, admit, regretted and 

wish. 

Nouns 

 

Rehabilitation, 

redemption, amends, 

healing, hope and 

strength. 

Person, planned-out situation, 

amends and punishment. 

Adjectives Grateful and redeemable. Constructive and meaningful. 

Religion Verbs Reconcile. - 

Nouns Satan, devil, Catholic, 

minister of God and 

Christ. 

Blessing, religion, church, 

destiny and God‘s will. 

Money Verbs Mooching. Get, buy, sell, raise and split. 

Nouns Price, means, and profit 

margin. 
Bucks, dollars and checks. 

Body parts Physical 

descriptions 

Chest. Shoulders and trachea. 

Murder Eye, body, chest, 

stomach, forearm and 

throat. 

Hand/s, forehead, shoulder 

tackle, feet, torso, cheek and 

mouth. 

Abuse Semen-stained and penis. Throat, nose, back, blood, 

buttocks, eyes, lip bruised, lap, 

genitals and tongue. 

Expressions Butt (something to spank 

me on my butt) and 

mouth (my stupid mouth 

said; keep your mouth 

shut). 

Slick mouth, face (the music), 

(in my, cold) blood, (caring, 

big) heart and (make my) bones. 

Weapons Trigger (gun), axe, 

shoestrings and 

screwdriver. 

Revolver/barrel of the 

gun/handgun, socks, handcuffs 

(made out of sheets), sleeper, 

curling iron and gasoline. 

Feelings Before and after 

the murder 

Scary, hurt, shock, 

painful, crazy,  regret, 

ashamed,  traumatic, 

terrified and great. 

Fear, proud, devastated, 

overjoyed, defenseless,   

nervous, emotional and  

overwhelming. 

 

The day of the 

murder 

Unsettling feeling, bad 

feeling, angry and 

shocked. 

Felt wrong and I went 

somewhere. 

Family members Boys, son and uncle. Fiancée, girlfriend and sister. 



56 
 

Distance Adverbs Outside and front. Nowhere, straight up and top. 

Prepositions Behind and under. - 

Expressions Quite a distance.  On the streets. 

Feet Ten miles away and fifty 

feet away. 
Six to eight feet, five feet way 

and three feet or less. 

Time Adverbs Until, at first, on several 

occasions and at that 

point. 

Probably, forever, prior, then, 

first time, at the same time and 

in the morning. 

Nouns Execution date, weekday, 

vacation, afternoon, 

morning and winter. 

Beginning, routine, our days, 

yesterday and couple days. 

Expressions My time, go back, a 

couple of times, in the 

past, very long, from that 

point on, within a year, a 

little while, after a minute 

or so,  the rest of the night 

and for a couple of 

months. 

About a hundred years, a lot of 

times,  all the time, rest of my 

life, long time,  right away, , 

around this time, a long time, a 

week straight, and  several 

months later to (n) years. 
 

Dates August 14, 1997, August 

30
th
 1997, 1996, 

sophomore year, August 

1977 and middle January. 

Late 80s, 90s, July 1976, 2:00 

in the morning, 19 years, 6:00 

in the morning, every Sunday, 

12:50 a.m., April 12
th
 1973, 

every other Sunday, August 2
nd

 

1965 and since 2009. 

Numbers Cardinal Shots One, two and three. Two, five, six, seven and nine.  

Stabbing

/ 

Hit 

One. - 

Ages 10, 12, 13 to 17, 15, 19, 

22 and 40. 
27, 16, 15-16, 15, 13, 44, 45, 8-

9, 9-10, 6, 6-7and 28. 

Years 21, 20-30 and 25-27.  37, 15, 100, 19 and 10. 

People One, two, three, four, six 

and eleven. 
Seventeen, eight and three. 

Robbery One - 

Ordinal 

 

Ninth. First (shot), second (shot) and 

second. 

Height 6-foot-8. - 

Weight 300-pound and 50, 60 

pounds. 
An ounce. 

Quantity 300 or 400 dollars Bunch, little and couple. 

Percent - 90-percent, 100-percent. 

Conjunctions  What, then, because, 

because of, since, as and 

even though. 

When, why, who, until and 

whenever. 

Interjections Uuh-uh. - 

Trademark lines  Hey and okay.   I know and Oh My God. 

Abbreviations - See‘em, outta and ‗mma. 

Curse words Goofball and faggots. Motherfuckers and dumb.  

Modal verbs Cannot, couldn‘t, may  Have/ had. 
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and shouldn‘t. 

Movement verb Exit, take off, walk, drive, 

lifting, slumping, run up, 

grabbed and loaded. 

Moving, follow, leave, escape,  

tumbling around, run out, run 

off and swung. 

 

In terms of the topics, throughout the analysis we have seen that killers usually talk about 

their previous crimes (before the murders), their relationship with drugs, their childhood and 

family, domestic or sexual abuse, the murder, their trials (also their sentences…), their life in 

prison and their redemption, and in some cases, how religion have helped them. These topics 

are repeated in both of the groups.  But, as we have previously mentioned, the frequency of 

use of certain linguistic features varies, as it also happens with the words used. 

The two groups have in common the fact that they excuse what they did on past experiences. 

For example, Barnett (LK6) explained that he killed his grandparents because of a manic rage 

that could have been provoked because he suffered sexual abuse from his father and his 

grandfather reminded Barnett of him. Nelson (AK5) explained that his mother‘s boyfriend 

would sexually abuse him and when he planned to tell his mother, her boyfriend, in Nelson‘s 

words:  

―And he went in, talked to my mom, and she came out livid pissed. Told me to give her my 

key. And I was out. I had to get out. And I had no job. I had no money. I had to get my clothes 

and get get out.‖ 

Most of the killers try to convince the audience that there is more to the story than just the 

murder by telling these facts; they are trying to open the spectators‘ mind and change their 

perspectives. The way the killers used language is different, for example while Foster (AK1) 

mentioned that he did not know that Brown was going to kill LaHood, Buchanan (LK4) said 

that he killed part of his family because of an unknown drug. The coincidence resides on the 

fact that they do not accept that it was they fault (or at least part of their fault) but while one 

said it is their accompanier‘s fault, the other, as he has no one to blame, puts the blame on 

something else, an experience or even a drug, which makes a difference between the two 

groups. 

After this general introduction, we studied the main differences between the groups as the two 

previous tables reflect. As we have seen, both groups coincide in the use of the pronoun ―I‖ 

but there is a difference between the number of times this pronoun appears in each group, 

5.72% in the accompanied killers and 6.27% in the lone killers. Instead, the accompanied 
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killers used more times the pronoun ―we‖ (1.09%) than the other group (0.57%).  This 

difference occurs because the lone killers tend to talk about what they did and not that much 

of the victim, whilst the accompanied killers also explain what they did and the other 

participant did, as well as what the other killer said. Therefore the accompanied killers used 

more the pronoun ―we‖ as they explained what they both did whereas the lone killers used 

this pronoun when they talked about their families or specific situations. 

The multifunctional words were used in a similar percentage by both groups; the first group 

(AK) was 5.02% and 4.61% in the lone killers. The use of these kinds of words could be 

related to their reluctance to mention and speak explicitly about the crimes they committed. 

The percentages of the conjunctions that were used are 7% in the first group and 6.5% in the 

second, like when Robertson talked about the previous crimes he had committed: ―And I went 

back in there to steal uh, some speakers. And some security guards caught me.‖ Even though 

the frequency in which these conjunctions appeared is very similar, the two groups did not use 

the same conjunctions, regardless of the ones we have studied that coincide, like ―even 

though‖ in the accompanied killers and ―who‖ in the lone killers. 

In terms of the semantic field of words related to crime, we can say that the lone killers tend 

to use more verbs (36%) that the accompanied killers (0.21%) whilst the latter use more 

nouns (0.17%) than other (LK), 0.07%. Furthermore, when the killers talked about the abuses, 

in the first group (AK), 0.07% of the words used were verbs and in the second group (LK), 

0.37%, as for example, Murphy (LK8) explained: ―He didn‘t physically abused me so much, 

as he did verbally and mentally abuse me‖. An interesting fact about the abuses is that the 

lone killers give more details, in terms of verbs, nouns and adjectives compared to the 

accompanied killers. This could be because more lone killers have suffered abuses that the 

accompanied killers or because they tried to justify their murder in the fact that they suffered 

from these abuses. 

The killers explained the circumstances of their trials and their life in prison, and for that, they 

used legal terms related to law. Both groups use a similar percentage of nouns but a big 

difference is observed in the use of verbs: 0.22% (AK) against 0.08% (LK). The difference 

could be related to the fact that one of the purposes in the interviews was to compare their 

sentence with that of their partners to make obvious ad complain about the unfairness of their 

punishment. Furthermore, the different words used and the different frequency could also be 
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explained in terms of the knowledge that each of the murderers has about the institutions and 

their own case. 

Some of the killers remarked that they are spiritual and religious people, due to the fact that 

religion has helped them to deal with their actions and rehabilitation efforts (Hancock et al., 

2011). There is a difference in use between groups, the first group (AK) used 0.21% of the 

words, ―As a minister of God, I think that there can be some hope, you know, some healing, 

you know‖ said by Little (AK6), whilst the second group (LK) used 0.11% of the words. This 

last percentage could also be related with the fact that in the second group (LK), two killers 

admitted that they murdered on purpose so they do not need religion to help them to deal with 

their behavior. Besides, both groups said that if they could leave jail it would because of 

God‘s will but also, because of destiny.  

Age is an important data in this analysis, as the average age for the first group (AK) is 18.2 

and 26.3 in the second group (LK). We highlight this because it could be related with their 

memories as there has passed more than twenty years since some of the killers committed 

their murderers and those memories can be blurred. So, in terms of the descriptions of the 

body parts that were hurt in the murders, 0.03% of the words were used when the 

accompanied killers described what they hurt, whilst in the second group (LK), we have more 

details as they used 0.15% of the words. This also happens when they talked about the abuses, 

the first group (AK) just used 0.09% of the words in total to tell the interviewer those body 

parts, whilst the lone killers gave more details, 0.17% of the words in their discourse belong 

to body parts related to abuses. Therefore, the accompanied killers give less details than the 

lone killers, and as they were younger when the murders took place they could not remember 

all of the details. 

Finally, in terms of the verbs of movement used, there is a big difference between the 

accompanied killers‘ group (1.36%), for instance ―Milo had dropped us off about two blocks 

away so that he could make a slow circuit, give hum enough time to drive around and then 

come pick us up‖ (Martinez), and the lone killers‘ group (0.84%), ―they moved without 

telling me that they had ever moved‖ (Murphy).  The accompanied killers narrate the events 

with more action and violence than the other group (LK). 

As we have said previously, there are several topics that are repeated in both groups. This is 

related to the fact that the interviews, obviously, follow a script, and even though we do not 

know the questions, we can guess what the producer has asked the killers about their 
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childhood, the murders and how they feel at the moment. So, when the murderers described 

their childhood, in most cases, we can see that it is not a happy memory, they consumed 

drugs, their parents‘ presence in general was almost non-existent, and they committed other 

crimes because they thought it was the easiest way to get money.  

Even though these facts can be true, as their testimonies reveal, it is also true they could affect 

the audience‘s perception of the events and their circumstances. This means that, even if it is 

not on purpose, the killers know what they are saying, and how it could affect the audience 

creating a feeling of pityness when being perceived as people who had may difficulties early 

in life and did not know what to do. So, therefore, they survived as their circumstances 

allowed them to, and their actual situation is the result of their attempt to survive in those 

circumstances. 

 

 

3.5. LINGUISTIC MANIPULATION OF THE REALITY: RESULTS 

We cannot say for sure which one or ones of the speakers is/are lying, but we can try to guess 

which group is more likely to lie or manipulate the language. Throughout the episodes, we 

have had the possibility to contrast what the killers said with what other participants, such as 

family members, friends and even, attorneys and members of the jury said. Based on those 

linguistic features previously explained that could be related to lying, we will try to make a 

prediction regardless of which group is more likely to lie. 

As we have previously explained in a previous section, Fox Tree (2006) explained that ―um‖ 

was usually used at the beginning of the narratives when people were lying, as liars usually 

need more time to choose the right words. Based on what she said, we have realized that the 

accompanied killers used ―um‖ 40 times, while the lone killers just 13. Furthermore, in the 

first group this particle was used 21 times at the beginning of the sentences, for example when 

Foster said: ―Um, they convicted me mostly for being a driver, for driving the car.‖ In 

contrast, the lone killers used ―um‖ at the beginning of the narrative just 4 times, like for 

example when Doty said: ―Um, so he agreed to do it.‖ 

Even though ―like‖ has been said to be used just before the speaker is going to give an 

information that he/she does not remember perfectly (Fox Tree, 2006), and therefore it is not 
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technically a lie, we can say that the accompanied killers employed the word 82 times and the 

lone killers 107 times. Based on what the author said, we have checked that according to these 

results we can hypothyze that both groups seem to doubt about the details of their experiences 

and murders, as they took place a long time ago, and a certain amount of ―imprecisions‖ can 

be expected. 

Newman et al. (2003) explained that the use of the pronoun ―I‖ is related to the statement of 

ownership. As we have seen, this pronoun has been used in both groups numerous times, 

specifically 894 times in the first group‘s corpus, the accompanied killers‘ corpus, and 1091 

times in the lone killers‘ data. According to the proposal made by Newman et al. (2003), truth 

tellers are more likely to use this pronoun; therefore the lone killers are more likely to be 

telling the truth in comparison to the accompanied killers. 

Furthermore, DePaulo et al. (2003) defended that liars, on the other hand, tended to use the 

third person pronouns, as they usually disassociate themselves from their story (as they have 

not experienced what they are telling). In our analysis we have found out that the 

accompanied killers used the third person pronoun 632 times and the lone killers 855 times, 

which could mean, based on what these authors propose, that lone killers are more likely to be 

lying. Here, we find a contradiction as lone killers tend to use more the pronoun ―I‖, which is 

related to the act of telling the truth, as well as the third person pronouns, that are related to 

lies and falsehood. 

In terms of the motion verbs and the exclusive words, Newman et al. (2003) realized that the 

use of more motion verbs and the lesser use of exclusive words are related to lies. So, based 

on our calculus, and percentages, we could say that the higher percentage of multifunctional 

words and motion verbs belong to the accompanied killers. 

Finally, the last linguistic feature related to lies that we have studied is the ―you know‖. As 

we have seen throughout the interviews, the killers tend to use this trademark line; as Fox 

Tree (2006) explained, this happens when there is a common knowledge between the speaker 

and the hearer and the speaker wants the hearer to infer what the speaker is trying to say. In 

our cases, when the killers used this line, it sounds as if they did not want to say explicitly 

what they wanted to communicate, but they would like the hearers to infer what they are 

saying without actually saying it.  The trademark line ―you know‖ was used in the first group 

100 times and in the second group 105 times. As we can see, the results are very similar in 
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both groups and the reason could be that killers do not want to go in full details or they do not 

want to explicitly say what happened. 

Despite the fact that we have studied the linguistic features that are related to lies, there are 

other factors or expressions that can be related, not to lying exactly, but to not telling the 

complete and exact truth. In their interviews, we have seen that some of the killers try to 

embellish the reality, not specifically by lying, but trying to narrate the events in such a way 

that they would not look as bad as they seem. 

For example, Buchanan, one of the lone killers, admitted that he committed domestic abuse to 

his girlfriend by saying: ―There was a little domestic abuse. I ended shaking her up a little but 

because she wouldn‘t tell me exactly what I thought I should hear.‖ The speaker uses ―little‖ 

and the verb ―shake up‖ with the purpose of minimizing the seriousness of the situation as 

well as the use of ―but because‖ as he is trying not to make it look as a really aggressive 

event.  

The same event is described in a completely different way by the prosecuting attorney of 

Buchanan‘s case who had another opinion: ―He vastly restricted Angie‘s ability to move, like 

to leave the room or to do anything, you know.‖ But it is not until Buchanan‘s step-niece 

explains that: 

Dre had been arrested for domestic violence against Angie. Um, and, basically, the incident 

was that Angela was pregnant with her 1
st
 child and he, um, ran out to the street after her and 

started hitting her with a baseball bat. He‘d been so physically violent to her in the past that the 

court had them separated, you know, like the court had made it ordered that they not be near 

each other because of how bad he did Angela. 

As we can see, Buchanan is not technically lying as he admitted that he abused his girlfriend 

but he is not telling the truth either. He is saying shaking her up a little, but if the court had 

them separated, as his step-niece said, there had to have been much more. Furthermore, as the 

attorney explained there was more, as Buchanan restricted the victim‘s ability to move and as 

the step-niece detailed, he hit her with a baseball bat. 

Some authors like DePaulo et al. (2003), Porter, Yuille and Lehman(1999) and Sporer and 

Schwand (2006) claimed that the repetition of phrases, words and details is also related to 

lies.  We can see this when Toby Williams (an accompanied killer) was asked why he did not 

tell the producer that when he was going to shoot Mr. and Mrs. Moore, he forced them to be 

naked and have sexual relations. 
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The producer asked: ―Is that true?‖ (in relation to forcing the couple in having sexual relations) 

Williams: ―No, sir.‖ 

The producer: ―But you wanted them naked? 

Williams: ―Yes, sir.‖ 

The producer: ―Why did you not mention that to us?‖ 

Williams: ―Um…it slipped my mind. But I don‘t mind talking about it at all. Um, the purpose 

was to, um…get them aligned. To get them aligned, uh…for one shot. I wanted to be able to 

get away as fast as possible without drawing any attention to what was going on.‖ 

As we can see, we cannot say for sure whether Williams lied (when he said ―slipped‖) but 

what we can say is that he omitted information. As the authors mentioned before, we can see 

how Williams repeated the same sentence and the elements twice. He did not expect the 

producer to ask him about the nakedness, and he improvised. 

We also found another case in which the killer hid information. Thompson, a lone killer, 

explained how he killed his ex-girlfriend‘s boyfriend, and her son responded, giving more 

details. 

Thompson (on tape): ―From what I remember, Darren came at me.  Yeah. I shot once, twice, 

and then we fought. And the, I—the rest of it, it‘s just a blur to me.‖ 

Ex-girlfriend‘s son: ―It‘s ―just a blur‖? He shot once, twice. He fired five times. And when he 

was on the ground face down, put a bullet into the back of his head.‖ 

Thompson on tape: ―I believe I‘d gotten the pistol out of her closet. You know, I-I remember 

us fighting and the gun going off, and she got hit. I can‘t—I don‘t remember exactly how it all 

happened.‖ 

Ex-girlfriend‘s son: ―He didn‘t go into detail about how the door got broken into, which the door frame 

was smashed.  Uh, and also the encounter happened, uh, in the living room and in the kitchen.  So I 

don‘t know how he would have got into the closet to do that. I feel like this is like a five-year-old when 

you know you caught them doing something wrong, but they continually maintain that they didn‘t do it, 

uh, even though you literally just saw them do it.‖ 

As we can see, Thompson did not want to be explicit: he justified himself saying that he did 

not remember everything well. This could be true, but his ex-girlfriend‘s son gives us much 

more information. 

There are cases in which the killers contradict themselves, such as Arthur, one of the lone 

killers. In the interview, Arthur explains that Carmen (his friend‘s mother, also friend of 

Arthur, and wife of the victim) did not ask him to kill her husband; but the producer showed 
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him a tape of him, Arthur, at the beginning of his case where he admitted that Carmen asked 

him to murder her husband. 

Arthur (on tape):  ―This is the first time. She brought up the idea that she wouldn‘t mind him 

being killed. But she never actually brought anything to my attention until that say. I saw her 

lying there. She‘s telling me that would be a good night to do it.‖ 

Arthur‘s reaction to the tape:  ―I…I did make statements. I did let them record me and all this, 

but I did it under false pretense. I let them… mislead me into believing that ―if you help us, 

we‘re gonna help you, you might get no more than ten years, you might get probation.‖ I wish, 

the moment I was arrested, I wish I had just shut the hell up and whatever happened happened. 

These things weren‘t supposed to go anywhere. They were supposed to be, uh, it wasn‘t 

supposed to be used against her. None of this was…There wasn‘t gonna be any punishment 

towards her. My talking too much got her screwed over I feel for it.‖ 

We do not know with certainty which of the two versions is the truth. Carmen confessed her 

participation in the case, but Arthur continues saying that she did not participate in it. 

We have also found that killers could mix their stories with other people‘s. This does not 

mean that they are actually lying, as it looks like they believe what they are saying, but it 

could be a distortion of the reality created due to several reasons. For instance, Joseph 

Murphy explained a story of his childhood but his brother, who heard the tape of Murphy‘s 

statement, explained that it was not completely true, as it did not happen to Murphy but to 

another of their brothers. 

Murphy: ―My dad took me in the bus and said he wanted some alcohol and Al said he don‘t 

have none and my dad said, ―Well, I got my son here and you can have your way with him. 

Just give me a jug of alcohol‖.‖ 

Murphy‘s brother: ―The truth wasn‘t nothing to do with him. My dad did take Darris to 

Charleston. Not to Al‘s. And sold him to a whore house. Left him there. Went home. But Joey 

confused Dad trading Darris for wine or whiskey for him. You see what I‘m saying? He‘s 

taking 2 stories and combining them together to make it look like…him. But Darris has… Dad 

did sell him for some whiskey. If some of this stuff was true… it makes me feel even sorrier 

for him.‖ 

To conclude, we can say that we have not found a group that is more likely to lie than the 

other. As we have seen, there have been cases in which the killers have distorted facts, hidden 

information or misrepresented the truth, which have been verified by the other participants 

who have provided more details and information.  In terms of the use of linguistics features 
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typically associated with lying, the accompanied killers are the ones who employ more 

linguistic elements that are apparently related to lies. But, the lone killers present a higher 

number of contradictions and omissions, that is, they seem to be more likely to manipulate the 

language in a way that it is not exactly lying. 

 

 

 

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

In this project we have investigated the characteristics of the register of the murderers that 

appeared in the true crime series ―I am a killer‖.  We have studied those aspects of language 

use that could contribute to the manipulation of the reality of the events that were narrated by 

the killers, analyzing not only what the murderers said but also comparing it with what other 

participants in the interviews declared. 

Our aim was to make a register analysis, comparing the two groups of murderers 

(accompanied killers and lone killers), to check whether they showed linguistic features in 

common, as well as the linguistic manipulation of reality. In order to achieve this purpose, we 

made a register analysis based on the proposal by Biber and Conrad (2009) which consists in 

the situational analysis, the linguistic analysis and the functional analysis of the linguistic 

data. 

Our research began presenting a theoretical framework that allowed us to focus and establish 

the main themes we were going to investigate: Discourse Analysis, Register theory, Biber and 

Conrad‘s register analysis (2009), Forensic Linguistics and finally, the relation between these 

two disciplines as we have investigated the linguistic manipulation of the reality. 

After a careful analysis of the register, in which we studied the situational context of the 

killers that was almost the same in both groups, with the exception of the participants (some 

of them acted alone and others accompanied) and the fact that each murder, as well as the 

previous events that led to the crime, were different; the linguistic analysis of the elements 

they used, and the functional interpretation of these data. The results that we have obtained 
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shared more similarities than differences both in the linguistics features that characterized 

their register and the personal experiences that conditioned their lives.  

In terms of the common topics between groups, several of them were the relationship between 

the killers and drugs, as the majority of them were drug addicts; the fact that most of them 

belonged to ―broken‖ homes, where their father/mother had abandoned them or they had been 

sexually abused by a family member; the lack of money and, as a consequence considering 

robbery as the only way to obtain it easily, hence some of them have been in jail prior to 

committing the murders, and finally, another topic was their belief in God or destiny. 

In our linguistic analysis we made an exhaustive differentiation between semantic fields and 

their elements; we noticed that killers do not use the same words for the same things, even 

though they talk about the same topics. Some of the linguistic features that were used in both 

groups were the pronouns ―I‖ and ―we‖; the use of trademark lines like ―you know‖ and ―I 

mean‖; interjections such as ―like‖ and ―um‖; the use of conjunctions, for example ―and‖, 

―but‖ and ―so‖; weapons as ―knife‖, ―gun‖ and ―bat‖; feelings like being scared and sad, and 

legal nouns such as ―death row‖ and ―capital murder‖. Furthermore, they used the same verbs 

like ―smoke‖ and ―shoot‖ when they talked about their drug activity; most of them were 

sexually abused, so when they talked about their experience the used verbs like ―hit‖ and 

―touch‖; in the description of the murders they used verbs like ―kill‖; ―cut‖ and ―stab‖. As we 

can see, we found many of similarities between the two groups. 

After the linguistic analysis, we made the functional interpretation of the two groups. We 

noticed that even though the topics were the same as most of the linguistic features, the 

killers‘ use of language was not. This meant that, with the accompanied killers, some of them 

tried to convince the audience that it was their colleague‘s fault, and not theirs. Furthermore, 

they compare their sentence with the other participant‘s highlighting, for example, what each 

of them did, among other things. In contrast, the lone killers tried to justify their crime by 

showing how they were influenced by other factors like for example a drug or an event 

previous to the murders. Moreover, some of them believe the victims would understand their 

present circumstances, and, if they were alive, would even visit them. 

Finally, we related those linguistic features with the linguistic manipulation of the reality. We 

noticed that the accompanied killers were more likely to use the third person pronoun, the 

interjection ―um‖, multi-functional words and movement verbs that are related to lies; whilst 
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the lone killers tended to manipulate the reality in different ways by being more vague in their 

narrations, hiding information and also by trying to clean up their image and situation. 

This investigation has been an approach to the study of the relationship between language and 

the context, revealing how the study of register is not only a field of great interest for the 

research of different communities or social groups and how they use language in specific 

situations, but also for the investigation of the relationship between personal experiences and 

language behaviors, and the aim of having a social utility in certain cases such as this one, in 

which through the analysis of the language used by these killers, we have been able to 

discover how real life experiences can affect our use of language. 
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APPENDIX 

5.1. LINGUISTIC FEATURES THAT MIGHT BE INVESTIGATED IN A .REGISTER 

ANALYSIS 

Figure 3: Linguistic features that might be investigated in a register analysis 
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Figure 4: Linguistic features that might be investigated in a register analysis 
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Figure 5: Linguistic features that might be investigated in a register analysis 
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Figure 6: Linguistic features that might be investigated in a register analysis 
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Figure 7: Linguistic features that might be investigated in a register analysis 

 

 
Biber & Conrad (2009), pp. 82 

 

 

 

5.2. LINGUISTC ANALYSIS OF THE ACCOMPANIED KILLERS’ DATA 

In this table, all the linguistic features that belong to the accompanied killers are shown. 

 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE ACCOMPANIED KILLERS‘ DATA 

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL WORDS Have (had), do (did, done), something, things, 

situation, everything, position, event, 

whatever, take (taken), nobody, anything, 

issue, fact, make, participation, conduct, mess, 

somebody, stuff, everybody, business, this, 

area and nothing. 

DRUGS 

 

 

 

 

PEOPLE  Drug addict/s and marijuana dealer. 

VERBS Shoot, smoking/smoked, get, doing, snorting, 

experimented, huffed, get high, drank, 

messing and drug. 

DRUGS‘ NAMES Marijuana/weed, cocaine, coke, 

hallucinogens, hard alcohol/alcohol, 

methamphetamines/meth and roofies. 

NOUNS Drug rehab, hard drugs/drugs, rehab, drug use, 

lines, drug activity and habit. 
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ADJECTIVES Alcoholic, intoxicated, expressive and hyper 

CRIMES 

 

 

 

VERBS Steal/stealing, rob/robbing, brandished (a 

weapon), stone (car, house), take, tearing up, 

trash, taking from, burglarizing and lifting.  

NOUNS Robbery, jack move, joyride, criminal type 

behavior, minor stuff, petty theft, vandalism, 

delinquent, miscreant, targets and victims. 

ADJECTIVES - 

GANGS Gangster hip-hop, gang, gang-related, gang 

member/s, gangster shit, bunch of gangs and 

Crips. 

ABUSE VERBS Hit, messed, molested, beating, touching, 

abused, raped and take an interest. 

NOUNS Kidnapping, violence, pedophile, child 

molestation, oral sex, authority figure and 

sexual abuse. 

ADJECTIVES Sociopathic, disadvantaged and persisted. 

MURDER VERBS Kill, cut, murder, stabbing, chopped, fighting, 

struggling, fired (shot), hit, shooting/shoot, 

knock out, tied up, stick up, kicked, drag off 

and dragged. 

NOUNS Confrontation, shot, murder, gunshots, 

shooting, (silent) order and struggle. 

ADJECTIVES Loaded, eliminated and unfolded. 

LEGAL TERMS VERBS Commuted, remove, convicted, testified, 

sentenced to death, got arrested, sentenced to 

prison, commit/committed/committing, 

turn(ed) in, charged and mounting up. 

NOUNS Accomplice, legal discussion, case, sentence, 

criminal rights, legal defense, capital murder, 

case number, parole, court, life sentence, 

prison, probation, co-defendant, death 

sentence, trial record, death row, executions, 

party, court/s, courtroom, Victim Impact 

Statement, stand, death penalty, juvenile life 

sentence, Louisiana Training Institute For 
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Boys, victim/s, life without parole, trial, plea 

and counts of first-degree murder.  

PROFESSIONS Jury, vocal, district judge, judge, lawyer and 

prosecutors. 

ACCRONYMS SAPD (San Antonio Police Department). 

ADJECTIVES Innocent and guilty. 

PRISON 

 

 

VERBS Reprocessed and locked up 

NOUNS Prison, mugshot, jail and inmate. 

PROFESSIONS Cops and warden. 

PERSONAL 

BELIEF 

VERBS Think, believe, disbelieve, understand, feel, 

admit, remember, deserve to die, comprehend, 

understand and swear. 

NOUNS Thoughts and reason 

GOOD AND 

BAD 

GOOD Good, okay, triumph, right, true and alright. 

BAD Wrong, bad, lie, unfortunately, wrong turn, 

controversy, tragedy, damage, worse, terrible 

and hideous. 

LIFE AND 

DEATH 

LIFE Life, experience, one life and life-changing 

moment. 

DEATH Death and dead. 

KILLERS‘ 

REDEMPTION 

VERBS Rehabilitation, redemption, guilt, blame, 

chance, forgiveness, reason, intention, sorry, 

courage, amends, reconciliation, healing, 

hope, strength, dialogue, accountability, 

responsibility, regrets, mistake and purpose. 

NOUNS Planning, face (them), deserve, caused, 

apologize, help, examine, blame, judge, 

desire, resent, recognize and realize. 

ADJECTIVES Responsible, honest, grateful, redeemable, 

evil, good, truly sorry and aligned. 

RELIGION VERBS Pray and reconcile. 

NOUNS Satan, soul, mission, devil, hell, crucifixes, 

Catholic, minister of God, God, ordained 

priest, spiritual sense, honor of God, Glory to 

God and Christ. 
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MONEY VERBS Pay and mooching. 

NOUNS Price, means, money, stash of money and 

profit margin. 

ADJECTIVES Wealthy. 

BODY PARTS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS Beard, hairs and chest. 

MURDER Eye, body, chest, stomach, forearm, throat, 

blood and face. 

ABUSES Semen-stained, penis and head/s. 

EXPRESSIONS Butt (something to spank me on my butt), 

mouth (my stupid mouth said; keep your 

mouth shut), eyes (at least in my eyes), head 

(in my head), hand (slap in the hand), neck (to 

be an anchor around my neck) and back (I 

carry that X on my back, got my back). 

WEAPONS Gun/pistol/bullets/trigger (gun), weapon, 

bat/baseball bat, axe, knives, box cutter, 

shoestrings and screwdriver. 

FEELINGS 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE 

MURDER 

Scary, scared to death, angry, worst feeling, 

hurt, disrespect, shock, scared, happy,  

painful, sad, crazy,  serious, aggressive type, 

predator, prey, regret, ashamed, crying, anger, 

livid, pissed, impressed, influenced, 

aggressiveness, feared, hard feeling, delighted, 

lust, worried, traumatic, ashamed, terrified, 

loved, ―I felt nothing‖, ―I felt absolutely 

nothing‖, good, great, ―I feel her pain‖ and 

heartbreaking. 

DURING THE MURDER ―I fell to peer pressure‖, unsettling feeling, 

bad feeling, empty feeling,   messed up, angry, 

upset, worried, ―I remember having that whole 

feeling‖ and  shocked. 

FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

Father, boys, brother, family, grandparents, grandfather, mother, parents, son, 

mom, grandmother, stepbrothers, uncle, father figure and big brother. 

DISTANCE 

 

ADVERBS There, here, outside and front. 

PREPOSITIONS Top, behind and under. 
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 EXPRESSIONS The other side, few feet away, quite a 

distance, middle of nowhere, a mile away, to 

the side of the road, ten miles away and fifty 

feet away. 

TIME ADVERBS Everyday, earlier, eventually, so long, once, 

later, maybe, sometimes, again, probably, 

always, early, before, next, quick, now, before 

long, later on, until, never, initially, after, 

again oftentimes, at that time, one time, or a 

long time, so late, at first, one time, on several 

occasions, at that point.  

NOUNS Several more times, execution date, (n) year/s, 

(n) seconds, weekday, vacation, afternoon, 

night, morning, sequence, (n) month/s, an 

hour later, (n) times, , teenage years, tough 

time, winter, a day, enough time and whole 

time.  

EXPRESSIONS My time,  go back, a couple of times, in the 

past, very long, from that point on, how long, 

late afternoon, the last time, during the day, 

(n)times, many years, (n) months later, as the 

day, this late at night, every once in a while, 

within a year, couple of times, fast forward to 

that day, reflecting back 20-odd years, darker 

time, a little while, after a minute or so,  the 

rest of the night and for a couple of months. 

DATES August 14, 1997, August 30
th
 1997, 1996, 

sophomore year, August 1977 and middle 

January. 

NUMBERS CARDINALS 

 

 

 

SHOTS One, two and three. 

HIT/STAB One. 

AGES 4 or 5, 7 or 8, 9 or 10, 10, 12, 13 to 17, 15, 17-

18, 17, 18, 19, 18 or 19, 22 and 40. 

YEARS 21, 20-30, 41, 25-27, 12, 20, 4 and 4-5. 

PEOPLE One, two, three, four, six and eleven. 

ROBBERY One. 
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ORDINALS Ninth and first. 

HEIGHTS 6-foot-8 

WEIGHT 300-pound, an ounce, 50 and 60 pounds. 

QUALITY 300 or 400 dollars. 

CONJUNCTIONS And, where, what, so, then, because, how, 

because of, or, either, neither, since, but, as, 

though, even though and while. 

INTERJECTIONS Huh, um, uh, uh-uh and like. 

TRADEMARK LINES You know, you know what I mean, hey, man, 

okay, I mean, I guess and yeah. 

ABBREVIATIONS Gonna, wanna, ain‘t,‘cause, kinda and gotta. 

CURSE WORDS Goofball, faggots, shit, stupid, damn, nigga, 

wetbacks, fuck, acted black, idiotic and 

foolish. 

PRONOUNS I, they, we, he, it, you, him and her. 

MODAL VERBS Can, can‘t, cannot, could, couldn‘t, may, 

might, should, shouldn‘t, allowing and able. 

MOVEMENT VERBS Leave, exit, take off, lay down, walk, carry, 

drive, go, walk away,  come over, pick up, 

kneeled, lifting, jerk, slumping, run up, pull 

(weapon)/pulling, get into, take, take out, 

grabbed and loaded. 

 

5.3. LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE LONE KILLERS’ DATA 

In this table, all the linguistic features that belong to the lone killers can be seen below. 

 

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE LONE KILLERS 

MULTI-FUNCTIONAL WORDS Stuff, position, everything, do (did, done), 

have (had), somebody, something, nothing, 

things, everybody, business, situation, this, 

area, fact, case, event, nobody, mess, make 

(made), conduct and anything. 

DRUGS 

 

PEOPLE  Homeless drug addict and drug addict. 

VERBS Smoke, using, shooting, snort, selling (drugs), 
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sweating, do, trade-out, introduced and 

drinking. 

DRUGS‘ NAMES Pot, acid, PCP, Quaaludes, valiums, cocaine, 

dope, weed, crystal meth, meth, tobacco, pack 

of rip, cigarette and alcohol.  

NOUNS Drugs, drug habit, needles, effect, black 

market, influence and trade-out. 

ADJECTIVES Belligerent, drunk, sober, severe, confused, 

alcoholic and stunned. 

CRIMES 

 

 

 

VERBS Break/breaking into, rob/robbed, fire, take, 

assault, getting in trouble, got broken in, set 

on fire, steal/stealing/stole and burnt. 

NOUNS Crash and grab, pyromaniac, criminal activity, 

carjack, wrestling match, riot, thefts and 

robbery. 

ADJECTIVES Burned and troublemaker.  

 

GANGS Gang/s, Maniac Latin Discipline Nation and 

Folks Alliance. 

ABUSE VERBS Slapping,  hit/hitting, beat up/had 

beaten/being beaten/beating up, get picked up, 

kicked around/kicked, hurting/hurt, snapped, 

shaking up/shook, 

threatening/threaten/threatened, grabbed, tied 

down, busted,  put (my hands) on, whopped, 

had beaten, yanked out, leave marks, break 

skin, kissing, touched, beat up, hit, closed fist, 

punched, screaming, raped and abused. 

NOUNS Child molester, domestic abuse, bruises, 

welts, abuse, machismo, physical abuse and 

verbally and mentally abuse. 

ADJECTIVES Busted, physically abusive, swollen shut, 

physical, inappropriately and naked. 

MURDER VERBS Kill, cut, stab/stabbing, fighting over, 

struggling around, fired (shot), tie up, hit, 

overpower/overpowered, strangled, 
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beat/beating, cocked, slammed (somebody) 

into/slamming, picked up, ramming, 

push/pushed, tied down, ambushed and shoot. 

NOUNS Fight, shot, murderer, threat, crime, homicide, 

shoulder tackle, stand-off and knocked out. 

ADJECTIVES Murdered, premeditated and calculated. 

LEGAL TERMS VERBS Convicted, turn in, sued, testify, execute, 

sentencing, sentenced to death, prosecute and 

commit. 

NOUNS Record, death row, capital murder, death 

penalty, double murder statute, case records, 

testimony, court,  the manslaughter and the 

aggravated assault charges, capital murder 

charges,  capital death penalty trial, statement, 

court house, (electric) chair, execution, capital 

punishment, severe prior histories, life in 

prison, parole, victim, death chamber, 

execution chamber, sentence,  first-degree 

murders,  Family Services, capital life 

sentence, custody, affidavit, statements, 

record, false pretense, probation, punishment, 

institutions, trial, testimony, Ohio Public 

Defender‘s office, Department of Corrections 

and homicide. 

PROFESSIONS Guard/s, prosecution, sheriff, medical 

examiner, police, bailiff, jury, prosecutors, 

officer, social workers, caseworkers, warden 

and attorney. 

ACRONYMS DFS (Department of Family Services) and 

ICVC (Impact of Crime on Victims). 

ADJECTIVES Convicted, infiltrated, arrested, incarcerated 

and guilty. 

PRISON 

 

 

VERBS Locked in, arrested, locked up and transfer. 

NOUNS Prison, Cross City Correctional Institution, 

inmates, long-term maximum-security status, 

cell, CM board, cellmate, jail, suicide cell 
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observation, maximum-security facility, death 

chamber, execution chamber, prison yard and 

privileges. 

PROFESSIONS Guard/s and warden.  

ACRONYMS CM (close management) and DR (disciplinary 

report). 

ADJECTIVES Infiltrated, arrested, incarcerated, inhumane 

and electrocuted. 

PERSONAL 

BELIEF 

VERBS Believe, think and remember. 

NOUNS Thought. 

GOOD AND 

BAD 

GOOD Right, light and better. 

BAD Wong, disaster, threat, bad decisions, lying, 

bad situation, dark, false, worse and screw it. 

LIFE AND 

DEATH 

LIFE Alive, life-threatening, back to life and life. 

DEATH Dead, wrongful death, brain death, 

instantdeath and dead body. 

KILLERS‘ 

REDEMPTION 

VERBS Accept, blame, be heard, admit, worth, 

regretted, wish and deserve. 

NOUNS Responsibility, thank, regardless, person, 

planned-out situation, amends and 

punishment. 

ADJECTIVES Full, fair, unfair, sorry, responsible, 

intentionally, no premeditated, honest, guilty, 

constructive and meaningful. 

RELIGION VERBS Pray. 

NOUNS Hell, blessing, cross, religion, church, destiny, 

soul, God and God‘s will. 

MONEY VERBS Get, buy, pay, sell, raise and split. 

NOUNS Money, bucks, dollars and checks. 

ADJECTIVES Wealthy. 

BODY PARTS PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS Head, shoulders, face, trachea and teeth. 

MURDER Hand/s, forehead, blood, blood circulation, 

blood oxygen, brain, shoulder tackle, feet, 

torso, cheek, mouth, face, urine, abdominal 

area and upper area, broken ribs and jaw 
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disaligned. 

ABUSES Throat, nose, back, blood marks, blood, 

buttocks, back of my legs, back of your head, 

head, a couple of hair, hands, black eye/s, 

eyes, lip bruised, mouth busted, hair, ear/s, 

lap, genitals, tongue and butt.   

EXPRESSIONS (Get out of) hand, (dirty) hands, hands (up), 

(see with my own) eyes, slick mouth, face (the 

music), (in my, cold) blood, (caring, big) heart 

and (make my) bones. 

WEAPONS Knife/ French knife, 

gun/pistol/bullet(s)/revolver/barrel of the 

gun/handgun, socks, weapon/s, handcuffs 

(made out of sheets), sleeper, curling iron, 

gasoline and baseball bat/bat. 

FEELINGS 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE 

MURDER 

Loved, bad attitude, humiliation, mad, 

confident, a good feeling, sad,  angry, rocky, 

fear, froze up, stunned, crying, cold blood, 

scared, in love, proud, disgruntled, freaked 

out, passed out from shock, devastated, good, 

upset, frustration, anger, stormed off, hot, 

upset, frustrating, upset,  cold, ecstatic, 

overjoyed, scared, defenseless,  bad, warm 

and welcoming, nervous, scared to death, state 

of overkill or manic rage, lost consciousness, 

nervous, pissed off, happy, emotional and 

overwhelming. 

DURING THE MURDER Felt wrong, it‘s kind of a blur to me, it‘s a big 

blur after that and I went somewhere.  

FAMILY 

MEMBERS 

om, father figure, fiancée, great-grandfather, girlfriend, ex-boyfriend, dad, son, 

parents, grandparents, father, cousin‘s father, cousin/s, sister, brother, family 

members, auntie, stepfather, stepmothers, parental figure, parents, husband, 

siblings, brother-in-law and niece. 

DISTANCE 

 

 

ADVERBS Here, there, nowhere, straight up and top 

PREPOSITIONS Behind and under. 

EXPRESSIONS The other side, six to eight feet, five feet way, 
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three feet or less,  in the middle of and on the 

streets. 

TIME ADVERBS Every, all day, before, now, just, never, later, 

again, too late, after, probably, once, forever, 

prior, sometimes, then, first time,  at the same 

time, in the morning, eventually and maybe.   

NOUNS Several times, beginning,(n) years, (two) 

hours, (n)  minutes, (n) day/s, night, (n) 

week/s, weekend, routine, our days, (n) 

seconds, (n) times, yesterday, couple weeks, 

couple months and couple days. 

EXPRESSIONS About a hundred years, a lot of times,  all the 

time, one time, couple times a week, rest of 

my life, long time, looking back on it now, (n) 

nights a week, right away, first time, several 

times, a few hours later, around this time, a 

long time, a week straight, for days at a time, 

entire time, every other night, (n) a week to 

every other night to every night, most of the 

time, after sunset,  not too long after, (n) hours 

later, (n) day of life and  several months later 

to (n) years, were also used.  

DATES Late 80s, 1980s, 90s, July 1976, 2:00 in the 

morning, 18 years, 19 years, Wednesday 

night,  2:33 o‘clock in the morning, 6:00 in 

the morning, six hours, every Sunday, 12:50 

a.m., April 12
th
 1973, every other Sunday, 

August 2
nd

 1965 and since 2009. 

NUMBERS CARDINALS 

 

 

 

SHOTS 2, 5, 6, 7 and 9. 

HIT/STAB - 

AGES 27, 13 turning 14, 54, 16, 15-16, 15, 13, 17, 

44, 45, 4-5, 8-9, 18, 9-10, 5-6, 6, 6-7 and 28. 

YEARS 37, 12, 15, 100, 19 and 10. 

PEOPLE 17, 8 and 3. 

ROBBERY - 

ORDINALS First (shot) and second (shot). 
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HEIGHTS - 

WEIGHT Ounce. 

QUANTITY Both, bunch, little, dozens of stab wounds 

with multiple knives and couple. 

PERCENT 90-percent and 100-percent. 

CONJUNCTIONS And, so, but, when, how, why, who, or, 

where, either, neither, until, though, while and 

whenever. 

INTERJECTIONS Uh, huh, um and like. 

TRADEMARK LINES You know, man, I guess, I mean, you know 

what I mean?, I know, Oh My God and yeah. 

ABBREVIATIONS Ain‘t, kinda, gonna, see‘em, wanna, gotta, 

outta, ‗cause and ‗mma. 

CURSE WORDS Fuck, shit, bullshit, motherfuckers, damn, 

shitting, jackass, fucked up, ―pussy-ass 

cracker‖, jitterbug, retarded, bloody, stupid 

and dumb. 

PRONOUNS I, we, they, she, he, you, him, her, it. 

MODAL VERBS Should, could, might, can‘t, able, allow, have, 

can and had. 

MOVEMENT VERBS Go, moving, follow, came up, get out,  ran 

out, leave, running around,  pull/pulled/ pulled 

out, escape, nudged, shrugged up, pick up, 

jerked, kicking, tumbling around, grab, run 

out, run off and swung. 

 

5.4. LINGUISTIC COINCIDENCIES IN THE WORDS USED 

COINCIDENCES  IN THE WORDS USED 

Multi-functional words Position, everything, do, have (had) 

somebody, nothing, things, business, 

situation, this, area, fact, something, event, 

nobody, mess, make, conduct, anything, stuff 

and everybody. 

Drugs 

 

 

 

People Drug addict. 

Verbs Smoke/smoking/smoked, shoot/shooting, 

snort/snorting, do/doing and drinking/drank. 

Nouns Drugs. 

Adjectives Alcoholic. 
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Drugs‘ names Weed, cocaine, alcohol and meth. 

Crime 

 

 

Nouns Robbery. 

Verbs Rob, take and steal. 

Gangs Gang. 

Abuse 

 

 

Verbs Hit/hitting, beating/beat/had beaten, 

touched/touching, raped and abused. 

Nouns Abuse. 

Murders Verbs 

 

Kill, cut, stab/stabbing, fighting (over), 

struggling (around), fired (shot), tie up, hit 

and shoot/shooting. 

Nouns Shot. 

Legal words 

 

 

 

 

Verbs 

 

Testified/testify, sentencing/sentenced to 

death/prison, commit/committed/committing 

and convicted. 

Nouns 

 

Death row, capital murder, death penalty, 

execution, parole, case, victim, record, 

sentence, trial and probation, but we have 

found some variations for example: case/case 

records/case number, capital life sentence/life 

sentence and court/ courtroom/court house. 

Professions Jury. 

Adjectives Guilty. 

Prison 

 

 

 

Verbs Locked up. 

Nouns 

 

Prison, inmates, cell and jail. 

Professions Warden. 

Personal 

belief 

Verbs Think, believe and remember. 

Nouns Thought. 

Good and 

bad 

Bad. Wrong, bad, tragedy and worse. 

Life and 

death 

 

Life Life. 

Death Dead and death. 

Killers‘ 

redemption 

Verbs Blame and deserve. 

Nouns Responsibility and amends. 

Adjectives Responsible, honest and sorry. 

Religion 

 

Verbs Pray. 

Nouns Hell, soul and God. 

Money Money, pay and wealthy. 

Body parts 

 

 

 

 

Physical descriptions Not the same but related to the head: hairs, 

beard, face and teeth. 

Murders Blood and face. 

Despite not using the same nouns, they 

described parts of the torso such as chest and 

stomach (accompanied killers) and ribs, 

abdominal area and upper area (lone killers). 

Abuses Head. 

Whilst the accompanied killers used words 
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like penis and semen, the lone killers just said 

genitals. 

Expressions Hand, eyes and mouth. 

Weapons Weapon/s, gun/pistol/bullet, knife/knives and 

baseball bat/bat. 

Feelings 

 

Before and after the murder Scared, scared to death, crying, loved, pissed, 

happy, good, anger, sad, mad and angry. 

Family members Mom/mother, father/dad, bother, son, 

grandparents, parents and father figure. 

Distance Adverbs There and here. 

Prepositions Behind and under 

Expressions The other side and in the middle of . 

Time Adverbs Before, again, maybe, sometimes, probably, 

eventually, once/one time, never and now. 

Nouns Night, (n) years, (n) seconds and (n) times 

Numbers 

 

Ages 17 and 18. 

Years 12. 

Conjunctions And, where, so, how, either, though, but and 

while. 

Trademarks lines You know, man, I guess, I mean, yeah and 

you know what I mean? 

Interjections Like, uh and um. 

Abbreviations Ain‘t, gonna, wanna, kinda, ‗cause and gotta. 

Curse words Fuck, damn and shit. 

Pronouns I, you, he, she, it, they, their, your, its, him 

and her. 

Modal verbs Can, can‘t, could, might, should, allow and 

able. 

Movement verbs Go, leave and pull. 

Time of the verbs Present simple, continuous and perfect; past 

simple, perfect, continuous and perfect 

continuous; in future, will and going to; and 

imperative. 

Grammar They mix the past and the present. 

They tend to start their sentences with the 

pronoun ―I‖ and the conjunction ―and‖. 

The length of the sentences is simple. 

They tend to repeat the same word one after 

the other, commit grammatical mistakes and 

they usually start a sentence without having 

finished the previous one. 
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5.5. LINGUISTIC DIFFERENCES IN THE WORDS USED 

 

DIFFERENCES IN THE WORDS USED 

 Accompanied Killers Lone Killers 

Multi-functionalwords Whatever, take (taken), issue 

and participation. 

- 

Drugs 

 

 

 

 

Verbs Get, experimented, huffed, get 

high, messing, drug. 

Using, selling (drugs), 

sweating, trade-out and 

introduced. 

Nouns Rehab, hard drugs/drugs, rehab, 

drug use, drug activity and 

habit. 

Drug habit, needles, effect, 

black market, influence and 

trade-out. 

People Marijuana dealer. Homeless drug addict. 

Drugs‘ names Marijuana, lines, coke, 

hallucinogens, hard alcohol, 

methamphetamines and roofies. 

Pot, acid, PCP, Quaaludes, 

valiums, dope, crystal meth, 

tobacco, pack of rip and 

cigarette. 

Adjectives Intoxicated, expressive and 

hyper. 

Belligerent, drunk, sober, 

severe, confused and stunned.  

Crime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verbs Brandished (a weapon), stone 

(car, house), tearing up, trash, 

taking from, burglarizing and 

lifting. 

Break/breaking into, fire, 

assault, getting in trouble, got 

broken in, set on fire and burnt. 

Nouns Jack move, joyride, criminal 

type behavior, minor stuff, 

petty theft, vandalism, 

delinquent, miscreant, targets 

and victims. 

Crash and grab, pyromaniac, 

criminal activity, carjack, 

wrestling match, riot and 

thefts. 

Adjectives - Burned and troublemaker 

Gangs Gangster hip-hop, gang-related, 

gang member/s, gangster shit, 

bunch of gangs and Crips. 

Maniac Latin Discipline Nation 

and Folks Alliance. 

Abuse Verbs 

 

Messed, molested and take an 

interest. 

Slapping,  get picked up, 

kicked around/kicked, 

hurting/hurt, snapped, shaking 

up/shook, 

threatening/threaten/threatened, 

grabbed, tied down, busted,  

put (my hands) on, whopped,  

yanked out, leave marks, break 

skin, kissing, touched, beat up, 

closed fist, punched and 

screaming.  

Nouns 

 

Kidnapping, violence, 

pedophile, child molestation, 

oral sex and authority figure. 

Child molester, domestic 

abuse, bruises, welts, abuse and 

machismo. 

Adjectives Sociopathic, disadvantaged and 

persisted. 

Busted, physically abusive, 

swollen shut, physical, 

inappropriately and naked. 
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Murder 

 

 

 

Verbs Murder, chopped, fighting, 

struggling, knock out, stick up, 

kicked, drag off and dragged. 

Fighting over, struggling 

around, picked up, ramming, 

overpower/overpowered, 

strangled, beat/beating, cocked, 

slammed (somebody) into/ 

slamming,  push/pushed, tied 

down and ambushed. 

Nouns Confrontation, murder, 

gunshots, shooting and 

struggle. 

Fight, murderer, threat, crime, 

homicide, shoulder tackle, 

stand-off and knocked out. 

Adjectives Loaded, eliminated and 

unfolded. 

Murdered, premeditated and 

calculated. 

Legal terms Verbs Commuted, remove, got 

arrested, turn(ed) in, charged 

and mounting up. 

Convicted, turn in, sued, 

execute and prosecute. 

Nouns Accomplice, legal discussion, 

criminal rights, legal defense, 

life sentence, probation, co-

defendant, death sentence, trial 

record, executions, party, 

Victim Impact Statement, 

stand, juvenile life sentence, 

Louisiana Training Institute For 

Boys, life without parole, plea 

and counts of first-degree 

murder. 

Double murder statute, 

testimony, the manslaughter 

and the aggravated assault 

charges,  capital death penalty, 

statement, (electric) chair, 

capital punishment, severe 

prior histories, life in prison, 

first-degree murders,  Family 

Services, capital life sentence, 

custody, affidavit, statements, 

false pretense, probation, 

punishment, institutions, trial, 

testimony, Ohio Public 

Defender‘s office and 

Department of Corrections, 

homicide. 

Professions Vocal, district judge, lawyer 

and prosecutors. 

Guard/s, prosecution, sheriff, 

medical examiner, police, 

bailiff, prosecutors, officer, 

social workers, caseworkers, 

warden and attorney. 

Acronyms SAPD (San Antonio Police 

Department). 

DFS (Department of Family 

Services) and ICVC (Impact of 

Crime on Victims). 

Adjectives Innocent. Convicted, infiltrated, arrested 

and incarcerated. 

Prison Verbs 

 

Reprocessed. Locked in, arrested and 

transfer. 

Nouns Mugshot. Cross City Correctional 

Institution, long-term  

maximum-security status, CM 

board, cellmate,  suicide cell 

observation, maximum-

security facility, death 

chamber, execution chamber, 

prison yard and privileges. 

Professions Cops. Guard/s. 

Acronyms - CM (close management) and 

DR (disciplinary report). 
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Adjectives - Infiltrated, arrested, 

incarcerated, inhumane and 

electrocuted. 

Personal 

belief 

Verbs Disbelieve, understand, feel, 

admit, deserve to die, 

comprehend, understand and 

swear. 

- 

 

Nouns Reason. - 

Good and 

bad 

Good Good, okay, triumph, right, true 

and all right. 

Right, light and better. 

Bad Lie, unfortunately, wrong turn, 

controversy, damage, terrible 

and hideous. 

Disaster, threat, bad decisions, 

lying, bad situation, dark and 

screw it. 

Life and 

death 

Life Experience, one life and life-

changing moment. 

Alive, life-threatening and 

back to life. 

Death - Wrongful death, brain death, 

instant death, dead body. 

Killers‘ 

redemption 

Verbs Planning, face (them), caused, 

apologize, help, examine, 

judge, desire, resent, recognize 

and realize. 

Accept, be heard, admit, worth, 

regretted and wish. 

Nouns 

 

Rehabilitation, redemption, 

guilt, blame, chance, 

forgiveness, reason, intention, 

sorry, courage, reconciliation, 

healing, hope, strength, 

dialogue, accountability, 

regrets, mistake and purpose. 

Thank, regardless, person, 

planned-out situation and 

punishment. 

Adjectives Responsible, honest, grateful, 

redeemable, evil, good, truly 

sorry and aligned. 

Full, fair, unfair, sorry, 

responsible, intentionally, no 

premeditated, honest, guilty, 

constructive and meaningful. 

Religion Verbs Reconcile. - 

Nouns Satan, mission, devil, 

crucifixes, Catholic, minister of 

God, ordained priest, spiritual 

sense, honor of God, Glory to 

God and Christ. 

Blessing, cross, religion, 

church, destiny and God‘s will. 

 

 

 

Money Verbs Mooching. Get, buy, sell, raise and split. 

Nouns Price, means, stash of money 

and profit margin. 

Bucks, dollars and checks. 

Body parts Physical 

descriptions 

Chest. Shoulders and trachea. 

Murder Eye, body, chest, stomach, 

forearm and throat. 

Hand/s, forehead, blood 

circulation, blood oxygen, 

brain, shoulder tackle, feet, 

torso, cheek, mouth, urine, 

abdominal area and upper area, 

broken ribs and jaw disaligned. 

Abuse Semen-stained and penis. Throat, nose, back, blood 

marks, blood, buttocks, back of 

my legs, back of your head, a 

couple of hair, hands, black 

eye/s, eyes, lip bruised, mouth 
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busted, hair, ear/s, lap, genitals, 

tongue and butt. 

 

Expressions 

 

Butt (something to spank me on 

my butt), mouth (my stupid 

mouth said; keep your mouth 

shut), head (in my head, neck 

(to be an anchor around my 

neck) and back (I carry that X 

on my back, got my back). 

 

Slick mouth, face (the music), 

(in my, cold) blood, (caring, 

big) heart and (make my) 

bones. 

Weapons Trigger (gun), axe, shoestrings 

and screwdriver. 

Revolver/barrel of the 

gun/handgun, socks, handcuffs 

(made out of sheets), sleeper, 

curling iron and gasoline. 

Feelings Before and after the 

murder 

Scary, worst feeling, hurt, 

disrespect, shock,  painful, 

crazy,  serious, aggressive type, 

predator, prey, regret, ashamed,  

livid, impressed, influenced, 

aggressiveness, feared, hard 

feeling, delighted, lust, worried, 

traumatic, ashamed, terrified, ―I 

felt nothing‖, ―I felt absolutely 

nothing‖, good, great, ―I feel 

her pain‖ and heartbreaking. 

Bad attitude, humiliation, mad, 

confident, a good feeling,  

rocky, fear, froze up, stunned, 

cold blood, in love, proud, 

disgruntled, freaked out, passed 

out from shock, devastated, 

good, upset, frustration, 

stormed off, hot, overjoyed, 

defenseless,  bad, warm and 

welcoming, nervous, state of 

overkill or manic rage, lost 

consciousness, emotional and  

overwhelming. 

The day of the 

murder 

―I fell to peer pressure‖, 

unsettling feeling, bad feeling, 

empty feeling, messed up, 

angry, upset, worried, ―I 

remember having that whole 

feeling‖ and shocked. 

Felt wrong, it‘s kind of a blur 

to me, it‘s a big blur after that 

and I went somewhere. 

Family members Boys, family, grandfather, son, 

grandmother, stepbrothers, 

uncle and big brother. 

Fiancée, great-grandfather, 

girlfriend, ex-boyfriend, 

parents, cousin‘s father, 

cousin/s, sister,  family 

members, auntie, stepfather, 

stepmothers, parental figure, 

husband, siblings, brother-in-

law and  niece. 

Distance Adverbs 

 

Outside and front. Nowhere, straight up and top. 

Prepositions Behind and under. - 

Expressions Few feet away, quite a distance, 

a mile away and to the side of 

the road. 

 On the streets. 

Feet Ten miles away and fifty feet 

away. 

Six to eight feet, five feet way 

and three feet or less. 

Time Adverbs Every day, earlier, so long,  

later, always, early,  next, 

quick,  before long, later on, 

until, initially, after, again 

oftentimes, at that time, or a 

every, all day,  just, later, too 

late, after, forever, prior, then, 

first time,  at the same time and 

in the morning. 
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long time, so late, at first,  on 

several occasions and at that 

point. 

Nouns Several more times, execution 

date, weekday, vacation, 

afternoon,  morning, sequence, 

(n) month/s, an hour later, 

teenage years, tough time, 

winter, a day, enough time and 

whole time. 

Several times, beginning, (two) 

hours, (n)  minutes, (n) day/s, 

(n) week/s, weekend, routine, 

our days, yesterday, couple 

weeks, couple months, and 

couple days. 

Expressions My time,  go back, a couple of 

times, in the past, very long, 

from that point on, how long, 

late afternoon,  the last time, 

during the day, (n)times, many 

years, (n) months later, as the 

day, this late at night, every 

once in a while, within a year, 

couple of times, fast forward to 

that day, reflecting back 20-odd 

years, darker time, a little 

while, after a minute or so,  the 

rest of the night and for a 

couple of months. 

About a hundred years, a lot of 

times,  all the time, one time, 

couple times a week, rest of my 

life, long time, looking back on 

it now, (n) nights a week, right 

away, first time, several times, 

a few hours later, around this 

time, a long time, a week 

straight, for days at a time, 

entire time, every other night, 

(n) a week to every other night 

to every night, most of the 

time, after sunset,  not too long 

after, (n) hours later, (n) day of 

life and  several months later to 

(n) years. 

Dates August 14, 1997, August 30
th
 

1997, 1996, sophomore year, 

August 1977 and middle 

January. 

Late 80s, 1980s, 90s, July 

1976, 2:00 in the morning, 18 

years, 19 years, Wednesday 

night,  2:33 o‘clock in the 

morning, 6:00 in the morning, 

six hours, every Sunday, 12:50 

a.m., April 12
th
 1973, every 

other Sunday, August 2
nd

 1965 

and since 2009. 

Numbers Cardinal Shots 

 

One, two and three. Two, five, six, seven and nine.  

Stabbing/ 

Hit 

One. - 

Ages 4 or 5, 7 or 8, 9 or 10, 10, 12, 

13 to 17, 15, 17-18, 19, 18 or 

19, 22 and 40. 

27, 13 turning 14, 54, 16, 15-

16, 15, 13, 44, 45, 4-5, 8-9, 9-

10, 5-6, 6, 6-7and 28. 

Years 21, 20-30, 41, 25-27, 20, 4 and 

4-5. 

37, 15, 100, 19 and10. 

People One, two, three, four, six and 

eleven. 

Seventeen, eight and three. 

Robbery One - 

Ordinal 

 

Ninth. First (shot), second (shot) and 

second. 

Height 6-foot-8. - 

Weight 300-pound and 50, 60 pounds. An ounce 

Quantity 300 or 400 dollars Both, bunch, little, dozens of 

stab wounds with multiple 
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knives and couple. 

Percent - 90-percent, 100-percent. 

 

Conjunctions 

  

What, then, because, because 

of, since, as and even though. 

 

+When, why, who, until and 

whenever. 

Interjections Uuh-uh. - 

Trademark lines  Hey and okay.   I know and Oh My God. 

Abbreviations - See‘em, outta and ‗mma. 

Curse words Goofball, faggots, stupid, 

nigga, wetbacks, acted black, 

idiotic and foolish. 

Bullshit, motherfuckers, 

shitting, jackass, fucked up, 

―pussy-ass cracker‖, jitterbug, 

retarded, bloody, stupid and 

dumb. 

Modal verbs Cannot, couldn‘t, may and 

shouldn‘t. 

 Have/ had. 

Movement verb Exit, take off, lay down, walk, 

carry, drive, walk away, come 

over, pick up, kneeled, lifting, 

jerk, slumping, run up, get into, 

take, take out, grabbed and 

loaded. 

Moving, follow, came up, get 

out,  ran out, leave, running 

around,  escape, nudged, 

shrugged up, pick up, jerked, 

kicking, tumbling around, grab, 

run out, run off and swung. 

 

 

5.6. INTERVIEWS OF THE ACCOMPANIED KILLERS 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 2: KENNETH FOSTER (AK1) 

   

You know, I later learned a lot about the LaHoods. Their father's a good man, from everything that 

I've learned about the family. And this father had three boys, which was Michael Jr., which was 

Nicholas, and there's a younger brother. Well, I learned that Michael was a young man that had a lot of 

potential. This was a potential that was cut short. I understand from his family's perspective that they 

kind of see me as the responsible party. There's a point that I had to come to in my life where I had to 

realize that I put myself in this position and I was a part of this crime that took place.  

 

My name is Kenneth Foster Jr. I'll be 41 years old next month. I was convicted for capital murder, and 

I was sentenced to death in 1997. I don't even need this, huh? Okay. Okay. I done got, I done got old 

with this beard. I done got grey hairs everywhere. Well, I grew up mostly in San Antonio, Texas. Both 

of my parents were Unfortunately, they were they were both drug addicts and in and out of prison. 

When I had my time with my father, that time was spent mostly on his terms, which was him going in 

the store stealing to support his habit, watching him shoot drugs. Sometimes he'd try to teach me how 

to be a better criminal when I was just a child. Eventually, around fourth grade, which was in the '80s, 

my grandparents took me in. You know, they wanted to give me a chance in life, and they did their 

best to raise me from there. So, for me to sit here and say that I didn't have opportunity would be 

wrong. I'd be, I'd be telling a lie. They deserve better than what I did. 
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 At that time, which was 1996, I was getting involved in music. I had friends that had a recording 

studio. And the night in question, which was August 14th, we were hanging out. We were, you know, 

we were smoking, we were drinking, and we were kind of club hopping. We wanted to go see 

different clubs. And there was four of us that was in the car. I was driving. In the front passenger seat 

was Julius Steen. Sitting behind me was Mauriceo Brown, and in the passenger back seat was 

DeWayne Dillard. As we were driving, you know, one of the occupants said, you know, they asked if 

maybe we wanted to pull a jack move, you know? And a jack move was pretty much, you know, you 

kind of run up on somebody. And it's basically, it's a robbery. Under the law, it's a robbery. I was, you 

know, I fell to peer pressure, and I said okay. And so, this happened twice. And there was, there was 

an unsettling feeling in me. I knew. I knew it was wrong. And I knew it shouldn't be happening. And 

we decided to stop, you know? We were kind of what you would call "joy riding." We knew that we 

were heading in a direction of a club that we had heard about. And so, as we were driving towards this 

area, there was another two cars in front of us. The two cars ended up turning into a residential area. 

That's where, that's where the events took a wrong turn.  

 

They ended up pulling up into a house to the left, so we kept going straight down the road. The road 

happened to We thought it was a dead end, so we made a U-turn. As we were getting ready to leave 

the residential area, there was a female that was standing at the end of the driveway. And she kind of 

flagged us down. You know, she she looked in the car and she wanted to know, "Hey," you know, "do 

I know you?" We said, "No, you don't know us." And she was dressed real skimpy. It came out later 

that she was a stripper, you know. And, and she looked good. She was a beautiful woman. And, um 

one of the occupants in the car had actually said that I believe it was Mauriceo Brown who was in the 

back, you know. And Mauriceo Brown was kind of a class clown, and he, you know, was a goofball. 

He liked to flirt with women, so he told her, "Hey, you look good." And she said, "Well, you know, if, 

uh If you like what you see, take a picture. It'll last longer."  So, at that point, Mauriceo Brown exited 

the car. And, you know, he approached the woman. And at the top of the driveway, Michael LaHood 

Jr. was there.  

 

What happened at this point is under a lot of controversy. At the time that Mauriceo Brown left the 

car, we were about 70 feet away at the bottom of the driveway. The driveway went up like a slope, and 

then it went into, like, a carport, okay? So, whatever took place up there is probably only known 

between Mauriceo, Michael, and Mary Patrick because they were the only ones that were there. This is 

SAPD case number 96492347, the scene of a capital murder. I did know he had a gun. He never said 

he's taken the gun. He never said, you know, "Be prepared to take off." We didn't know what he was 

going out to do. We really thought he was going out to goof around with the female. According to 

Mauriceo Brown's testimony, he said that Michael brandished a weapon. And when he brandished the 
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weapon, he said he pulled his weapon, and it went off. Um, Mauriceo Brown testified that we didn't 

plan a robbery. He testified that nobody encouraged him to rob. And he testified that he acted on his 

own accord. Um, unfortunately, that wasn't good enough, you know. The jury didn't believe it, you 

know. And they convicted both of us for capital murder.  

 

They convicted me of being a conspirator to the crime. Um, they convicted me mostly for being a 

driver, for driving the car. And they handed down the death sentence for that. I could honestly say that 

you don't understand death row until you're there. You don't know if you're gonna get to death row, 

and people are gonna be trying to kill you, murder you, fight you. I mean, it was scary. Every day 

when you're there, and every year, there was executions mounting up. Some of these guys became my 

friends. People that, "Hey, man, uh I got an execution date, man. Uh, I'll see you." And it's like that's 

fittin' to be me. Uh You can't put that into words. It's a traumatic process. It's a traumatic process.  

 

To tell you about what happened on the day of my execution, I have to tell you about what happened 

the day before. I had become real vocal on death row because we ended up gaining a reputation for 

being vocal and willing to protest for our rights. They decided to remove me from death row a day 

early of my execution. Where are you taking me, man? Where are you taking me to? I'll walk with you 

if you tell me what you're doing with me, man. Am I gonna see my family, yes or no? Am I gonna see 

my family, yes or no?! I was scared to death. I didn't know why they were coming. I mean, I know that 

I can't get executed before my execution, but what do I know? I didn't know anything up to that point. 

So when they came and took me out my cell, I went to the ground. I laid it down. I'm not participating 

in this, man. I'm not participating in this!  I refused to walk. I was scared. I didn't feel like I should be 

getting executed, and I made them carry me. They carried me, put me in the van, they drove me to 

Huntsville. Um and then the next day, I had my final visit with my family. I found out through the 

warden, he told me my sentence was commuted, and he said, "Hey, we'll have a bus here to get you in 

about ten minutes."  They reprocessed me. I was reprocessed as a new inmate. And the second half of 

my life began in August 30th, 2007. 

 

Every day, for the last 21 years, I've had to think. What can I do that's gonna make a difference in this 

situation? Because it's hard to bring a triumph from a tragedy like this because this man shouldn't have 

lost his life. Even though I wasn't the one that killed him, nevertheless, I was there. And I've had to 

pay the price for it, and it means something to me. 

 

Over the years, we wanted to build a bridge with the LaHood family. We've wanted to show them the 

person that I've become. We want to discuss with the family, not only my sentence, but is 

rehabilitation and redemption possible? I wanna show that life is worth something. You'll never 

disbelieve in the word "redemption" again. I can guarantee you that. The main thing that I want to get 
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with Nico about is really a couple of things. I really wanna talk to him about the power of a man and 

his ability to go through a situation like this, you know? And to come through the other side a better 

man. But it's also to talk to an individual that maybe once in his life could have been right where I'm 

at. You know? He could have been sitting right here. I look at him as somebody that was on the wrong 

course in life, but got his life straight. And I admire that. I admire him as a man and I admire what he's 

done. And perhaps at some point in time in the discussion, we could have a legal discussion regarding 

um, was my case deserving of death? Have I done anything with my time to deserve a second chance 

in society? In the readings that I've done, when you are really seeking forgiveness, you have to be 

honest about what you did. And that means that I would have to sit down with Mr. LaHood, and, piece 

by piece, walk through what happened that night. If anybody ever knows anything, if Nico and his 

family ever know anything, Mauriceo didn't want that to happen. Mauriceo was just trying to be a 

show-off. There was no conspiracy to rob anybody. Somebody would have got out with Mauriceo, just 

like earlier in the night. Somebody would have been with him to hold his back. You don't send one 

man to rob two people. You don't do that. 

 

I wanna say something. And I've been saving this for this documentary. And it's something that Nico 

doesn't know. And it's something that some of my supporters don't know. But I want the world to 

know this. When we were in that car that night, and Mary Patrick was here talking to us, talking to us 

at the car, and said, "Hey, are you guys following me?" or whatnot. And, "No, we're not following 

you."  All this is in the trial record, but this is the part that's not. When Michael LaHood was at the top 

of the driveway, I don't know if he got upset or maybe he was angry that she was talking to us for so 

long. But regardless if anybody believes it or not, and I say this at the possibility of my own demise, 

he kind of gave us the bird. Like this here. Like, you know. And kind of in a joking fashion, I told 

Mauriceo, I said, "Man, you gonna let that guy flick us off like that?" And it was really just a joke. It 

was it just didn't mean anything behind it. And that's when Mauriceo jumped out the car. That's when 

he got out and went up to the driveway. I feel that if I hadn't said that, we would have just drove off.  

 

I'm accepting the guilt. I'm accepting the blame. If I have to do this life sentence because of something 

that my stupid mouth said, then I have to do it. What I said caused Mauriceo to get out the car. Was, 

"You gonna let that guy do that?" And he got out, trying to be a tough guy, man. And that's something 

that I've had to live with. That's something I wanted to sit in front of Nico and tell him, "We weren't 

trying to rob your brother." But perhaps what I went through, death row, maybe that was something to 

spank me on my butt. To warn me. Keep your mouth shut. Listen, pay attention, be humble in life. 

Why would you believe this? Because what I just said can hurt me. What I just said can hurt me, can 

be used against me possibly. So, I've had to go back to my cell and pray and think, "What would I 

wanna say to Nico LaHood?" Because if he never comes to see me, this may be the only way that he 

hears my side of the story. My legal defense was always we did not conspire. 
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We did not agree to commit a crime. Me saying, "Hey, man, you gonna let this guy flick you off?" It's 

not a crime. But I assume the responsibility of what took place that night because of what I said to 

Mauriceo. Mauriceo wasn't trying to kill that man, he was just trying to be a tough guy. And he lost his 

life because of it.  

 

You know, I'll tell you something. It's the worst feeling in the world to have somebody treat you so 

good, give you everything that you could have wanted within their means. And for you to hurt them 

and disrespect them in the way that I've done my family You know, you know, my grandfather took 

me from a father that was a drug addict. My mother was a prostitute. And she died of AIDS in 1993. 

And he tried to take me from that, you know, and tried to raise me right. There's something that Nico 

LaHood's father, Mr. Michael LaHood Sr., said. "You can spend 20 or 30 years building a 

reputation.And in 30 seconds, you can ruin it." Thank you, sir. 

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 4: MIGUEL MARTINEZ (AK 2) AND MIGUEL VENEGAS (AK3)  

 

It's difficult for me to go back and and try to quantify how I felt or what I was thinking. To actually be 

able to put myself into the situation. It always for a long time, I know, it seemed that I was looking at 

it from outside It just seemed like watching something on the screen. Not as something that I was 

really experiencing.  

 

My name is, uh, Miguel Angel Martinez. I was convicted of capital murder. And I was sentenced to 

death. I look back and I don't see myself having a very different life or experience than most average 

teenagers. Going to school, meeting people, wanting to go out to parties. I remember it was a, uh it 

was a weekday, but I think we were on vacation for something. It was in the early afternoon that I saw 

Venegas, who I knew from school. I had one class with him. And he told me about a party that was 

supposed to be happening that night and about going to see Milo. Milo Flores. He was a person that I 

hung out with. I would go to his house and we would go to parties together.  

 

Venegas was 16 at that time. Flores was 17, and I was 17. Milo, basically, had his own apartment 

behind his parents' house. His father was wealthy, at least in my eyes. Milo had the means to get drugs 

that I didn't, so that was what joined us, that was smoking marijuana and doing cocaine. Venegas had a 

tendency to do a lot and get very, very expressive. He wasn't somebody that I necessarily enjoyed 

having around. It might have been close to midnight. He was very excited, he was uh, very uh, hyper, 

and he wanted to go do something. Right then and there, go outside and stone a car, stone a house do 

something. And that's what happened that night. 

 



103 
 

I can't say that there was a reason, that there was a planning or an intention, really, behind going to this 

particular house. Milo and I had been there before, a couple of times. And we had already used some 

keys to get into the house and take things out which we exchanged for drugs. I knew the person that 

lived there, I knew he lived alone. As a matter of fact, I had been working for him in the past. I met 

him when I was 15 years old. He took an interest in me. It was, uh I think it can be considered him 

seeing somebody that needed a a father, or him seeing somebody that that was disadvantaged and 

trying to help. I had been given keys to his house. On several occasions, I've I actually stayed with him 

at night. Uh Going to work the next morning, he was, uh he was my ride, I guess.  

 

And so, uh, we decided to go to that house. It was supposed to be what we had done before. Nobody 

home, go in and take something and what Venegas was insistent on was doing some damage, tearing 

something up. And so what we took with us were a baseball bat, an axe, and some knives. Milo had 

dropped us off about two blocks away so that he could make a slow circuit, give him enough time to 

drive around and then come pick us up. It was not supposed to take very long.  

 

When we got to the house I had a bad feeling, I guess. Venegas walks over to the house and when he 

came back, uh, he tells me there's somebody in the house. Uh which was a surprise, a shock. And My 

thoughts were to get away, my thoughts were, "I need to get get out of here." Everything had switched. 

There was something that changed with him. He was on a mission and It was not to go steal anything, 

it was not to go trash anything. To him, he was on a mission for Satan. Satan wanted their souls. The 

reason that I didn't leave I was scared of him at that point.  

 

In memory, things seem to go slow from that point on, and I can't really explain how the sequence 

happens or how long between one one memory or one flash of memory to the other. But I remember 

standing over a guy, sleeping on the couch, which was a few feet away from the entrance. I mean, I 

couldn't say how old he was, I couldn't say I even knew what he looked like. Venegas had the axe. 

And, um He hit him. He hit him one time.And uh, he had a knife, and I had a knife, and And he started 

stabbing, stabbing the guy on the, uh, on the couch. I don't how long it took, I don't know how long it 

it really was. It seems to have been something very quick and uh The part that I remember is Venegas 

looking up at me with the knife and telling me it was my turn. And I had a folding knife and so I 

unfolded it and looked at the body that was laying there below me and I stabbed him and uh walked 

away. Walked towards the back of the of the house where there was a sliding door that led into the 

back yard. And I don't know how long I was out there. It had to be enough time that when I came back 

in, Venegas was standing there. What I didn't know was that, during that time that I was outside, he 

had stabbed one other person who was, uh, in one of the rooms.  
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Uh What I remember is saying that I wanted to leave and he told me to give him the axe. And he 

walked back down the hallway into the back room. I didn't see what he did. Uh When he came back, 

uh, he told me there was there was a guy back there. And that Satan wanted their soul. We took one 

TV that was in the living room and his car. And we drove. We drove to Milo's house. We drove down 

the street where he was supposed to be waiting but he wasn't there. And so we went to his house and, 

uh He told me not to go in, that he was going to go talk to Milo. And he came back. I don't know how 

long it was. From there, I remember going with Venegas, and going to other people's houses. When I 

got home it was late afternoon. And, uh, I never saw Venegas again. I remember Milo telling me that, 

uh, he wanted to talk to me that night. He was worried about Venegas saying something about him. 

And That was the last time I spoke to Milo before I got arrested. Sometimes, not even when we think 

about it." And it became a huge issue here, that uh that was the son of a local district judge. 

 

VENEGAS 

Now what I'm about to tell you I stopped myself from telling anybody. Because of parole, and 

what are they gonna think about me. The warp in my mind happened when I was eight years 

old, seven or eight years old.  

 

At eight years old I became um, convinced that I was the son of a devil. In Juarez, there used to 

be a bunch of black widows. You know, those, uh spiders, and I would tell myself, "If I'm the 

son of a devil, none of these spiders is gonna bite me." And I would fill up a jar of black widows 

and go catch them and uh, take off my shirt, be on the ground and I tell my friends, "I'm the son 

of the devil." And I'd just take off the put those black widows on my chest. None of them ever bit 

me. So I'm thinking, I'm convincing myself that I'm the son of a devil because of this. That was a 

little phase that I went through and then as it came, it went. I met Martinez in my sophomore 

year in pre-algebra class. I didn't know Manuel Flores, I didn't know his dad was a judge.  

 

It came out that one night we were, you know, snorting some lines. And Manuel Flores, he kind 

of like hinted, "Hey, man, I'm always pulling out the coke." Which was true. He was the one 

that had money. We didn't have no money. I don't like for anybody to say that to me. I don't like 

mooching, you know? I don't like taking stuff from somebody. So I said, "Hey, well what can we 

do you, you know? I mean, we ain't got no money."  

 

And it so happened that Martinez had a key to this house and, uh, they came up with the idea to 

go steal. Because supposedly, this guy had a stash of money. Because Martinez knew him. I'm 

like, "Sounds all right, sounds good. Sounds like a plan." I'm like, "Well, how are we going to 

scare this dude into giving us money?" Manuel Flores said, "You know, well, I got a gun." I'm 

like, "Okay, so" You know, I'm wired up! I'm "Let's go do it!" Because I want some more 



105 
 

cocaine. And Manuel's like, "Well, hold on." And he takes off and comes back and says, "Nah, 

well, my dad put the gun in the locker and locked it." And I say, "Well, lend me your your 

knives." He was always sharpening some knives that he had. Okay. I said, "Take me to your 

shed," right? So, we go to this shed. And I'm looking, and there's an axe. And there's a there's a 

bat. I said, "Well, yeah, we'll take that, and we'll take a bat." And I said, "Well why don't why 

don't we just kill the dude, then?" "Ah, tsk. You won't do that."  I come from a machista 

culture. A dare is a dare. I had been doing some hallucinogens during the day. And, uh well, add 

the cocaine to that. But I still I still kind of knew what I was doing, you know? He gives us a ride 

and he takes off.  

 

So we go to this place and we looked through the windows and I see that there's there's three 

dudes in here. And now, everything's changed. "Oh, man, we should go." And I'm like, "We 

can't go anywhere." And it seeps in my mind, I have to kill these three people. And then I 

remember, when I was younger, with the spiders. I saw it as a sign. And I say, "More souls to 

the devil." So we go to the guy. He's on the couch and he's asleep. And I got the axe. And I'm 

just like thinking about it and I'm like but I'm high, too. And at the same time, I want to pump 

myself up to do it. And the guy wakes up. He wakes up and he looks at me. And he goes back to 

sleep. And I'm thinking to myself, "Oh, the devil's got my back." That's what I became 

convinced of. I strike him with the axe. And then I don't know whether I left the axe on his head, 

or I took it off and put it to the side and I started stabbing him in the chest. Martinez said that, 

uh, he only stabbed the guy one time. I don't know if he did or not. I don't know if it was one 

time, two times, three I was focused on something else. I was thinking, "I need to get out of here. 

I need to kill these people and get out of here." That's what I was thinking.  

 

Before long, I see that Martinez is not there anymore. And later on I came to find out that he 

went outside to puke. He comes back in and he's like, "Man, I don't want to do this." I said 

"Hey, don't step out of this house again until we do this or the devil's gonna kill us." That's what 

was in my head. That's what I believed. That's what I thought. I said, so I said, "Look. Just go to 

the side, man. I'll take care of the rest." I went to the kid's I didn't know he was a kid, until I got 

in there started stabbing him in the stomach. And, uh, I heard his voice, "Hey, man," he told 

me, "Hey, man, hey, man." and I'm like And then I've seen him and he's a kid. 

 

I go next door to where Smiley was sleeping. I did this I got the axe, chopped him in the head 

and Uh And that was it. We didn't find no money. We took a TV, a VCR, little rings, or 

whatever the hell. I turned some crucifixes upside-down. Uh And we took the car. And I was 

happy. Because I was not gonna die. That was the main reason why I did that. Whether it makes 

sense to anybody, it made sense to me. I took three lives. I did that. I can't lie. I can't say that I 
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did not do something so heinous. And the 41 years that were given to me is just like a little slap 

in the hand. I said, "Even if I do the whole time, which probably is gonna happen, even if I do 

the whole time, it won't pay for one life, man." 

 

I can't say that there was a reason or that there was a planning or an intention really behind going to 

this particular house. I knew the person that lived there, I knew he lived alone. Uh, as a matter of fact, 

I had been working for him. It was supposed to be what we had done before. Nobody home, go in, and 

take something and what Venegas was insistent upon was doing some damage, tearing something up. 

 

I don't remember uh, I don't remember it like that. He seems to have selective memory. I mean, 

we all do. I'm not trying to transfer him 'cause we're in it together. He came up with the idea to 

go to that house. He knew what we were gonna do. We share the blame. Whether he accepts the 

fact, or whether he, "I thought he was kidding or" No! You participated. And, uh, he doesn't 

mention anything, or he doesn't go into detail as to his relationship to, uh, Mr.Smiley. He doesn't 

even want to say his name. Now, when we're in the house, and I asked him, "Well, who's this 

guy?" "Ah, man. He's just some faggot!" That's what he said."He's a faggot." Smiley was a 

pedophile. At least that's what my lawyer told me, the first lawyer that I had. And I'm so young, 

I said, "What the hell is a pedophile?" He said, "Man, I have families willing to testify in court 

that, uh, Mr. Smiley messed with their kids." I don't know what kind of a story Martinez told 

you all, but, uh, he had lived with this man. 

 

I don't think I ever said that Milo was specifically responsible for anything. And that's not to say that 

he wasn't, and that there isn't something. I have a life sentence. Milo has no sentence. My perspective 

is, and has been, trying to equate what he is responsible for, with what I am responsible for. Trying to 

bring into alignment, how he was treated, and how I was treated. Trying to find some some equality.  

 

Um He seems to have selective memory. I mean, we all do. I had been doing some hallucinogens 

during the day but I still I still kind of knew what I was doing, you know. 

I took three lives. I did that. I can't lie. I can't say that I did not do something so heinous. 

And the 41 years that were given to me is just like a little slap on the hand. 

 

It's a little amazing to me. It's just, uh I mean, I want to say I'm taken aback by, just the fact that you 

were able to speak with him. You say Venegas has found peace where he can confess and admit now, 

after he has a 41-year sentence, to everything that he would not admit or speak of before then. A 41-

year sentence. I can say a lot of things. I I don't have that. I have a life sentence. I think, no matter 

what I say, no matter how I deal with it, that's a reality. And so you ask me certain questions, they 

don't obviate that reality. You know, so it's It's not possible to really answer some of your questions, 
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you know, as a catharsis for me because there's a reality that once I step away from here that I still 

have to face. 

 

They came up with the idea to go steal. 'Cause supposedly, this guy had a stash of money. 

Because Martinez knew him. 

 

No, that's a lie. So he's either completely ignorant, or he's just straight lying to you. 

 

And I said, "Well, why don't why don't we just kill the dude, then?" "Ah, tsk. You won't do 

that." I come from a machista culture. A dare is a dare. 

 

I don't even know where to start. I mean, I don't even know how to I don't have all the answers. I don't 

know what they said. I was really outside the bubble. And that's why so much of it, it doesn't really 

make sense to me, and it's difficult trying to to reach back and give a motive and a reason to something 

that only Venegas and only Milo can. I mean, what you have, from your own investigation, from your 

own conversations, 25, 27 years after, it might approach the truth but it's still not going to be the full 

truth. Because some people are still not going to admit to what is painful for them to admit. And that's 

the reality, that's life. What does it mean? I think it's very clear what it means. I think the question is, 

"What is the bad?" There are still some things that that I personally haven't completely dealt with. I've 

dealt with them to to be able to move on, to To not have them be a an anchor around my neck. But it's 

just, uh It's like, it's just a longer chain, you know, and the anchor is still there. For so many years, it 

seems like, uh the way for me to deal with this has been to, uh, take myself and put myself to the side 

and think about the the other people involved and And in a way, just accept that whatever happens to 

me is, uh is just a small thing. And I can handle that, and I'll deal with it. 

 

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 8: ROBERT SHAFER (AK4) 

 

A lot of things happened, you know, in the year kind of all around that event. Everybody in my life, 

like, they didn't believe it. "Not Robert, not the Robert we know."  But a lot didn't know me as well as 

they thought they did either. It wasn't something I really wanted to do, but once it was kind of agreed 

upon that I would do it, it just really spun out of control. Very quickly. There was no conversation 

about what was gonna happen when we got to where we were going. Things had taken a terrible turn, 

and it just got worse.  

 

One, two, three, four I was born and raised in Salina, Kansas in August, 1970. I'm the ninth of 11 

children and the sixth of six boys. A Catholic family. My father was military, uh, Army. So previous 
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to my birth, my family moved around quite a lot. Um, my father passed in August 1977, and kind of 

the dynamic of my family changed. Single mother, but she brought another man into the picture. Once 

my father passed it really changed me.  

 

My downward spiral can be easily tracked from that day forward. For 12 years, I kinda did what I 

wanted, how I wanted, when I wanted. And it just evolved into criminal type behavior. Minor stuff, 

petty theft and vandalism, and just being, you know, in this country what we call kind of a miscreant 

or a delinquent. Um And the drugs and alcohol came at 9. I would take alcohol to school, and while 

we're at recess and the other kids were playing, I would sneak off and try to drink alcohol. It's crazy, 

and people didn't even know, but I got away with it because I didn't look like I would do that. And 

they knew I was sad about my father, so they kind of left me be.  

 

My first serious brush with the law I had some more more than minor before, you know, my case now, 

um, but they were nothing serious. I stole a car. I was with a girl and we argued, and so she reported 

the car stolen. That was And I was in the wrong. She did the only thing she could do and it cost me. 

That was, that almost put me in prison. And then I did it again a couple years later with another girl, 

and didn't learn my lesson the first time and that was I was actually sentenced to prison in Oklahoma 

for that, and they gave me probation. And three months later, I managed to find myself in this case.  

 

My co-defendant, Steinmeyer, I worked with him, and, um, maybe we were in some way kinda 

kindred spirits. He was a little bit younger than me, but a lot like me, maybe more of the aggressive 

type. But I liked him because he was a lot like me when I was a little bit younger than him. We didn't 

really become close until maybe about a month before the murders happened. But in that month, we 

crammed a lot in. Girls and partying, drinking underage, and messing with marijuana and cocaine and 

meth. Steinmeyer, he bragged a lot, and he had talked a lot previously about robbing people, 

committing various crimes. I really, you know, I talk a lot, but I wasn't really into all that. When he 

brought it up, I initially just kind of, uh, said no, and it was no. I mean, you can't make me do it. But as 

the day wore on, I bit. I said, "Okay." And within an hour after that, we were on our way. The 

planning of what was supposed to be a robbery had nothing to do with killing anybody. That never 

played into it, initially. It just really spun out of control.  

 

We met the victims at Blanchette Landing, and, this is a word that, um, it's kinda tough to use, it feels 

like predator and prey, but that is in fact what it was. We kinda stalked the victims. It was dark and 

they were quite a distance aways, away from us, but as we approached them, we could tell that it was 

two men, and at one point they kissed. We knew that people of a homosexual preference might be 

easier targets. When you're looking for somebody to rob, you certainly don't wanna pick the 6-foot-8, 

300-pound bruiser. You wanna pick somebody that may be an easy victim.  
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They thought it was unusual we were out this late at night. We both looked young. And my mugshot 

from that time will tell you I look like I was about 12, not 19. Um, "What are you doing out so late?" 

Well, we just came up with a quick story about we needed to get to this girl's house about ten miles 

away, "Will you give us a ride?" "Sure." And that's how we ended up in the car with them. They had 

been drinking. Uh, they were both quite intoxicated. We had them take us a few places like houses we 

were looking for, we didn't know even where we were. I knew I had a gun, at that point an unloaded 

gun. I had the bullets in my pocket. We got to a point where they stopped, and like, "This 

Enough."You're having us, like, drive round in circles, so" That's when we were going to rob them, 

just when we got out of the car. There was a struggle, and While I fought with Mr.Young on the 

driver's side of the car, uh, Steinmeyer fought with the passenger, Mr.Parker, on the passenger side. 

Mr.Parker, on the other side, had Steinmeyer down on the ground and I pointed the gun at him and 

told him to get off, and then we all got in the car. I told them to get in the car. And that's where it went 

to a kidnapping. I just tell him to drive. The tension was was thick. I put the bullets in the gun. We 

ended up on Silver's Road and, you know, we'll just stop the car here. I just told them to stop the car. 

"Open the door, let us out." That's what I said and Mr.Parker let Steinmeyer out and they ended up in a 

confrontation immediately. And as I was getting out of the car, I ended up in a confrontation with 

Mr.Young. It was just nothing said, it just happened that quick. While I was struggling with 

Mr.Young, Mr.Parker took off running down the road. I chased him. He was maybe 50 feet ahead of 

me at that point. Um, he wasn't running fast, um, he was running not even in a straight line. The road 

was uneven and he stumbled, and as he stumbled, I fired one shot. I know now that that shot missed. 

But he did stumble into the ditch at that point and I closed the distance, and as I walked up, I fired one 

more shot and as I got closer, I fired one more shot. One hit above the eye and one hit below the eye. 

Steinmeyer was still at the rear of the vehicle and Mr.Young was at the front of the vehicle in the 

ditch. And he's trying to kinda scale his way out of the ditch, it was wet and muddy, and I fired one 

shot. And he fell backwards, and I jumped down in the ditch - and kind of at the same time, I fired - 

and one shot hit him in the forearm, it was kind of a through-and-through wound. And somehow or 

another, he turned and I fired one more shot. That was it. The shooting happened and it was all over 

within 30 seconds maybe. It was just over. And it was just silence.  

 

Steinmeyer and I talked about this part. Not the murders, but how we would tell the story. You say you 

did one, I'll say I did one. That's what partners do, um He didn't wanna turn himself in, and I didn't 

make him, but eventually he I don't know why he did. I know why I did, I was trying to get away with 

it. And if you turn yourself in, if you run, you look guilty. Everybody knows that, right? So we turned 

our self in and that was the story. You say I shot one, and I'll say you shot one, and there was a 

homosexual advance and that's kinda how the story went from there. Did I wear a mask? Sure I did. I 

didn't really want people to know who I was. Uh, was I the kid who had been molested? Well, I didn't 
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display that for everybody either. Some of the way I was living makes me sound sociopathic. And I 

guess by definition that's exactly the way I was living. I was doing abnormal things and then living a 

normal life. I never did have a resolution to the child molestation. Revenge? No. Maybe just 

everything just came out. And the murders didn't make it any better. No. I didn't find out about any of 

their backgrounds till after the fact, so I didn't know. Did we think we knew? Well, sure we did. But 

we didn't know for sure.  

 

I had a gun. I had a loaded gun. Bad things are gonna happen when you're living a criminal lifestyle 

and you have a loaded gun, and you mean to rob somebody. It can quickly turn into a murder. And it 

did! And so, it was impulsive that I shot. I didn't have to shoot. The case was just becoming frustrating 

beyond all imagination. I thought that if I pled guilty and asked for the death penalty, it would bring 

light to my case, that people would sympathize and it would cast me in a favorable light. And the old 

saying goes that, "Be careful what you ask for."  I asked for it, and the judge gave it to me. I regret it 

for the impact that it had on so many people.  

 

Um, my victim's family didn't even know that this was going to happen. They found out later that I got 

the death sentence. They weren't invited to the courtroom, they didn't have a chance to speak. In the 

United States, when you're sentenced, the victim's family has an opportunity to speak. It's called a 

Victim Impact Statement. They have a chance to come up there and say whatever they so choose to 

you. And, um, I wasn't prepared for that. But I also knew I was truly guilty of the murders. And I 

couldn't face them. And I didn't wanna face them. I was ashamed of myself. And I robbed the victims, 

but I didn't realize that until later.  

 

If I had a chance to talk to anybody, I would probably most wanna talk to him. I mean, I didn't just 

ruin, you know, my victim's family's lives and my family's lives, um, I ruined his life. If I would've 

told the truth from the beginning, he might not ever went to prison. And I very easily could've put him 

on death row for what I did. I didn't want another murder. And that's what it would've been tantamount 

to, but I would simply tell him, "I'm sorry." I don't think he knew the impact that his letter would have. 

It was a life-changing moment. I remember the day I received the letter. And it started a process that I 

was on my way to, but I needed someone to kinda give me I didn't need a nudge, I needed a push. And 

his letter did that. Um So, the kindness that he showed me, um led me to finally do something good. 

Telling the truth, um, is never easy when you've lied. But to tell the truth about killing two people is 

even worse. And I'm grateful that he did that. Grateful. 

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 9: JOSHUA NELSON (AK5) 
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Every once in a while, I'll think about, you know, how my life would have been if not for this. At 

times, I believe, I deserve forgiveness. That I'm redeemable. I am very, very sorry for what happened. 

And I wish that I could take it back. What I did, it's not who I am. How could I do something like that?  

 

My name is Joshua David Nelson. I'm 40 years old and I'm on death row. I've been here 20 years. And 

I was 18 and, like, two months when I caught this case. My earliest memories were of my father as an 

alcoholic. I was probably four or five, maybe even younger. As soon as he came in, my mom was 

waiting on him and it would start. They would argue, and it would fill the trailer. And I I would run to 

my room and hide out in my room, uh, crying, as I knew what was happening. He was beating on her. 

And I couldn't help her, but I was also terrified that I was next. I was probably seven when it 

happened, when they eventually got, uh, a divorce. And then I thought it was gonna get a lot better, 

'cause it's just me and my mom. But it didn't get better.  

 

We came down to Florida. Within a year, I got, like, arrested four or five times. And it was multiple 

car thefts and breaking-and-enterings. I was doing drugs. I experimented with marijuana, alcohol, you 

know, hard alcohol, beer, uh, some roofies. I even huffed gasoline a couple of times. When the courts 

heard that, they suggested that I go to a drug rehab. I just showed up one day, they just dropped me 

down in one of those places, and there's ten other boys your age there, and they're all there, more than 

likely, for the same reason.  

 

And me and Keith, we just gravitated towards each other, I guess, and started talking. Became fast 

friends, really good friends. And the friendship built the longer we spent in that rehab. We became 

friends on the streets. Went to the same high school and hung out pretty much every day. Me and 

Keith started dating two sisters, and Tina was the youngest sister and she started dating Keith. That's 

how we all came together.  

 

Tommy was brought in to our group by another friend of ours. He just rolled up on us in his car one 

time, Tommy did, and I didn't really have much interaction with him at first. He seemed like, uh, a 

decent person. And, you know, he was a little bit older than us, and we just started hanging out. When 

me and Keith was in that rehab together, we would escape the reality of our situation by fantasizing 

about, yeah, when we get out, we would do all these things, you know, commit crimes and we would, 

you know, better our lives, we would get away from all these things. Fast forward to that day, I don't 

remember exactly how that came up, but it came up. We said we could kill Tommy. We could take his 

car, take his money and do whatever we wanted to do. Be on our own. At first, I thought it was just 

blowing off steam, at first. I gave it no mind. I didn't think that it was really gonna happen. I wasn't, 

you know, in essence, planning it out as you would, uh You know, meticulously planning it out, I 

wasn't doing that. Neither was Keith.  
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We called him. He came over, picked us up. We drove around. Keith said, "You know, um, we gotta 

get some money." So he's like, "Okay." And Keith says, "Well, if we give you some of that money, 

will you take us to the rendezvous point so we can pick the money up?" He was like, "Yeah. I'll take 

you there. I'll help."  I still don't have the feeling like, that's a done deal that's gonna happen, we're 

gonna kill him. So, we drive out to this abandoned area, this undeveloped area in Cape Coral. We tell 

him, you know, uh we're gonna "wait for them," wait for them to come and give us money. So we get 

out the car. Baseball bat came from Tommy. He carried it around in the back of his car. He said for 

protection.  

 

So, when I got out, I used that as a premise. We're standing out in the dark in the middle of nowhere, 

I'm gonna have this bat just in case somebody comes out of the woods. Me and Keith are outside and 

we're kind of talking about what's gonna happen. I say, 'I'll hit him first. If I knock him out, you gotta 

finish him off." "You gotta kill him." Then we talk about, "How are we gonna get him out the car?" 

We knew how much he valued that car. He loved that car. Keith had the box cutter. We cut the 

bumper with the cutter and told him, "Hey, when you was driving back here, you must've hit 

something or something happened, and there's a cut on this bumper." He got out. He looked at the 

bumper. I felt, like, this rush of adrenaline. I was trying to get myself to do it. And I just couldn't do it. 

And then I just stepped past that that part of me that wasn't allowing me to do that and I hit him with 

the baseball bat. He fell down. And then I tried to hit him again. And then I hit I definitely hit him, and 

he's and he was just crying and scream not screaming, but like, you know, moaning and saying, 

"Stop." You know, "Stop, stop.Please stop. Please stop." Begging. And then he said he that's when he 

said, "Take the car. Take the car, take the money." And we kind of walked off to the side and said, you 

know, "Is that a possibility?" Kind of talked amongst ourselves and said, "That's not that's never You 

know, we're gonna get in trouble for this." Keith says, "We had that agreement." If I'd knock him out, 

he would finish him. So, I hit him with the bat. I hit him again with the bat. And he stopped making 

noise. He stopped begging, he stopped talking. And Keith pulled out one of his shoestrings from his 

shoes and tied him up. I said, "Keith, you know, it's on you. He's out." That's when Tommy said, "I'm 

not out! I'm not out!" And then I walked over there and I hit him with the bat several more times. 

Really hard. Everything that I had dealt with my entire life came out at that moment and all those 

feelings, all that anger, and It just It just it just all happened in that moment and He didn't make he 

wasn't he was out then, 'cause he didn't he didn't say anything else, he didn't he didn't resist. And then 

Keith went over there and started cutting his throat with a box cutter. We drug him to an area with 

more, like, shrubs and ground cover, I guess you would say, instead of just next to a road. We took a 

big piece of wood and put it over him. And when we drove off, we threw the bat in the water and the 

razor away. We got rid of the clothes we were wearing because we were covered in blood.  
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It first started where I would be in the shower and he would come in there and sit down on the toilet. 

And, you know, obviously, I knew something was not right about that. Eventually, one night, he came 

into my room and he started touching me in my private my penis, and I would try to roll away. And he 

was persistent. And then I would try and roll, I I acted like I was asleep. I acted like it wasn't existing. 

I mean, it wasn't happening. It couldn't be happening. And I sunk deeper inside myself, and, 

eventually, I got an erection. I was young and my body responded. And then he would perform oral 

sex on me. When he would do that, I can't describe what I've I can't describe what I felt. I felt nothing. 

I felt absolutely nothing. And like I said, I just sunk deeper inside of myself, running away from 

myself.  

 

Eventually, I got up the courage to tell my mom after it had been happening for six six months, a year. 

I sat her down and I looked at her and I said, "Mom, this is what he's doing to me." And she called him 

into the room and he acknowledged it. He said he thought that I liked it, that's why he was doing it. 

And she told him that if he ever did it again, that she would kill him. And I'm sitting there thinking the 

whole time, "If he ever does it again?" What about the times he did it, you know? What about all those 

times that he did it?  It made him stop for a little while, maybe a month or two, maybe three months. 

But yeah, it didn't stop.  

 

Yeah, he approached me again. By this time, I was 18, and I felt like I wasn't gonna let it happen 

anymore. And he didn't react, but he's like, "You know, you need to come with me. We need to go talk 

to your mom." I was like, "Yeah. Let's go talk to my mom." So but he manipulated the situation where 

he wanted me to wait out in the car, and while he went in and talked to my mom. So, in hindsight, who 

knows? I just I was just trusting for whatever reason, I don't know. I just trusted those, and you know, 

in that position, I guess, like an authority figure. I just trusted him. And he went in, talked to my mom, 

and she came out livid, pissed. Told me to give her my key. And I was out. I had to get out. And I had 

no job. I had no money. I had to get my clothes and get get out. So, I was like, "All right. Well, what 

can I do?"   

 

I still can't fully emotionally feel and understand and comprehend what I did that night. How could I 

how could I do something like that? How could I, especially after being a victim my whole life, being 

other people's victim, that I would go out and just brutally victimize somebody like that? Because, I 

mean, I'm I'm totally responsible for that. No one else is responsible for that. I did that. And I wanna 

take it back, so bad. I wanna remove that pain that I caused from everybody. I wanna bring him back 

to life, but I can't. I don't know how I don't know how to make amends. I don't know how to apologize. 

I don't know how I don't know what you know, I don't know what to say. I-I don't recall that, but I 

would never smirk at them about something like that. I might have smirked about something that 
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someone was saying on the stand or something that I didn't agree with, and But even at that time, I 

wouldn't do that at them.  

 

I don't that's a hard, you know, that's a hard question to answer because, you know, uh, I think things 

happen You know, there are a series of things that happen that leads up to something. I don't think that 

that was the defining factor of killing him. No. But that was definitely a factor that that made him not 

so innocent, you know, to me. You can't really hide from yourself, you know, when you're stuck in a 

cell all by yourself. That's helped me. That's helped me to change, to help me to examine who I really 

am and not who I am because of what I went through. I'm more in touch with my feelings, in touch 

with that side of myself and more Yeah, I'm not angry, I'm not in pain, I'm Or those things don't 

dominate my life, you know? Sometimes, I think I deserve to die because, you know, that's what our 

society believes. That's the, you know, that's that's the price you pay when you commit murder, 

sometimes. But at the same time, I don't feel like that I deserve to die either because, you know, the 

death penalty, they say, is reserved for worst of the worst. But am I worst of the worst? I know you 

can't look at me without seeing that what I've done. But I would just hope that people could look at me 

and see, not forgetting about that, but seeing me as more than that. And I I know that's extremely hard 

for people to do. I understand that, and and I just wanna you know, I just wanna be seen for all that I 

am, not that that moment. That one un you know, unbelievable, terrible, horrific decision. I'm more 

than that, and Yeah, that was one of the motivators for doing this, is I want I know that it's probably 

not gonna matter much, but I want people to know that, that that it's not so simple. It's not that clear 

cut. It's you know? I'm not an animal that needs to be put you know, put down. 

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 3: LEO LITTLE (AK6) AND JOSE ZAVALA (AK7) 

 

I was born in a middle-class family. My mother did insurance claims, my father drove buses. 

I was always cared for. I was never abused. Growing up was as average as can be. My name is Leo 

Gordon Little, the third of my name. I committed a murder. I was sentenced to death as a result of that 

murder.  

 

Reflecting back 20-odd years, as you will do when you are in prison and preparing to die, you'll reflect 

and you'll reminisce and you'll try to figure out what went wrong. I was born and raised in San 

Antonio, Texas. July 14th, 1980. My father was a quiet but tough guy. When I turned about nine or ten 

years old, my father was in the household, and he was raising us, along with my mother. At that point, 

my father separated from my mother and they were later divorced officially. My father's absence in the 

household definitely created a noticeable vacuum. As a man, I reflect that, you know, I lacked the 

discipline. Once you get into the teenage years, that's a tough time for a kid. To go it alone, without 

any kind of guidance. I was getting in trouble in school. I was always the short guy. I was always the 
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runt, I was always picked on, but I wasn't the type of person that would just lay down. And so I would 

fight back, I did get in a few fights, um sticking up for myself. I started skipping school. And what do 

you do if you're not in school all day? You get in trouble. Most of it was minor shoplifting or, um 

trespassing. That sort of thing. And then drug use, of course. From 13 to 17, I found a niche, but it was 

with a darker crowd. It was with the guys on the streets, you know, smoking marijuana and hanging 

out instead of being at school.  

 

I became interested in gangster hip-hop. I was impressed and influenced by the aggressiveness that 

you know, I was kind of feeling at that time, especially, you know, in my darker times, you know. I 

got sent to my father's, who lived south of San Antonio. He enrolled me in the local country school 

and it just so happened, Rob, who was from the area that I lived with my mother in the northwest of 

San Antonio, he was from that same area, so we clicked right away. Rob and another friend rolled me 

into their gang. He was a part of what's called the Crips. Now, this set of Crips wasn't a real big, uh, 

group. Um, it was it was more pretenders. I don't really think about it unless somebody brings it up as 

part of my history. I was happy to be a part of it because as a teenager, you brag about that type of 

stuff. You want to make a name for yourself, you wanna be feared, in a sense. I was trying pretty hard 

drugs. So I needed to find money. And so I made a decision to go out and, uh to rob another person for 

money.  

 

I was 17 years old at the time. Jose Zavala was a friend. We ran the streets together somewhat. He 

became my accomplice in the crime. That night, we were riding around the north of San Antonio as 

we looked for someone to rob. Jose had to go to the restroom, so we stopped at a Maggie's restaurant. 

He went inside, and as I waited outside in my car, I saw a well-kept man in a business suit come out to 

his car, put something in his car and shut the door. He did not lock his door. And so, I screwed up my 

courage and grabbed my gun and left Jose a note to follow that car. It seemed best to me at that time to 

get in the back seat of his car and wait for him to come out. Jose came out, got into my car, and I 

presume read the note and understood the plan. A few minutes later Christopher came and got into his 

car. And and I surprised him in the back seat. My plan was to take him to an ATM machine. However, 

he didn't have an ATM account, and so we drove around for a little while. Until he spoke up and said, 

"If you're after money, there's a satchel in the back seat." And in the satchel, I found a number of bills 

that I think would amount to 300 or 400 dollars. So at that point I figured out that it was over, you 

know. Um All I all I had to do was take him out to a long stretch of highway, tell him to walk and 

ditch his car about a mile away and get into my car and make it scot-free with just the robbery. It 

became apparent along the way that he was almost out of gas and we stopped at a gas station. I think 

that was just a common sense kind of thing. We drove a little bit farther than than I planned to. And so 

I asked him to pull off to the side of the road.  
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It was the middle of January. Pretty cold for a Texas winter. I remember getting out into the dark 

country road with the flashes of the emergency lights, the cold air hitting my face. I don't know what 

happened. I honestly don't. Um I've run it over and over and over again in my mind. He never saw my 

face. I I made sure of that. And it was a very easy thing to do, just to leave him, jump in his car, and let 

him walk back to town alive. But for some reason in my mind that split-second of lifting the the gun 

and as he kneeled in front of me all I remember is pulling the trigger. I remember Jose saying, "What 

are you doing?" I remember a car passing. And us making casual. Eventually, I began helping Jose 

drag Christopher's body off to the far side of the road. For all of this time that I've been locked up, 

these 21 years, there's not a day that I haven't thought about what I did and who I did it to. I don't 

know what the Chavez family will see, what perspective they're looking at at this point in time in their 

life. Um I've reconciled with my God. And now I'd like to reconcile with the people that I've hurt the 

most. 

I think that would be a I think that would be a beautiful thing to see. Maybe to come full circle. I think, 

uh I think it's time.  

 

ZAGALA 

Leo don't say much. He just watches. That's all that he ever did. And that tells you everything. 

You got to watch the people that are quiet. My name is Jose Zavala. I was convicted of capital 

murder and given a life sentence. 

 

I grew up in what would be considered, from an outside perspective, a gang-related, somewhat 

rough neighborhood. It was pretty run down. What you would expect from a slum, I guess. I was 

doing stupid shit, stealing cars and and burglarizing houses because there was nothing else to do. 

I was out there on the streets. Pretty bad. Leo Little was a friend of a friend. And we all used to 

get high. We'd smoke weed together, sit around listening to music, and basically, we had 

common ground, we shared a common ground, so it was just a natural a natural fit. His 

neighborhood was it was really picturesque. You know what I mean? People walking their dogs. 

Good lawns. A Neighborhood Watch sign on the front yard. Yeah, that type of neighborhood. I 

just thought about it like, damn, we gotta be quiet, 'cause your neighbors are gonna snitch if we 

get too loud. They're gonna call the cops. Keep it down. I didn't know he was in a gang. When I 

learned about that at trial, like, yeah You're in a gang? Don't strike me I grew up around gang 

members. Don't strike me as no gang member. Writing rap songs and stuff? Come on, man, 

that's what you do, write rap songs? I guess.  

 

Man, I didn't think nothing was gonna happen that night. I heard the gunshots, obviously I 

looked up and The first thing that came to my mind was, "Man, that guy, that's not like the 

movies." The movies, like, they go and they do all this jerking. He didn't jerk. I remember the 
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smoke from the hair. I remember the going back, the swaying, going to one knee, the sway, and 

then slumping over, real slow. Real slow. Right after you got head checked. Real slow. I'm like, 

"Man, we got to get rid of this damn car." He's like, "All right. Follow me first, though."  So I 

ended up following him, what ended up being to these these people's house. I remember I didn't 

like these people because they acted black."Nigga this, nigga that, nigga that." I didn't hang 

around with people that was like that. I remember having that whole feeling. "What's here? 

Why are we here? We need to be going." Leo said, like He was he was bragging about it." Yeah, 

I smoked that nigga, I smoked him, I did that. He's out there right now." Man, yeah! This is the 

Leo I didn't see. This is the Leo He ain't never been like that. Talking like this and, um, bragging 

and all? No. No. That night, I didn't have it in my head that nothing like that was gonna happen. 

I'm assuming Leo's gonna do the same thing that we did with the last one. 

  

LITTLE ON TAPE 

I don't know what happened. I honestly don't. All I remember is pulling the trigger. If I was sitting in 

front of Christopher's mother and father, there would be no words that could soothe them. They have 

every right to be hurt. But what about Christ? What about reconciliation? As a minister of God, I think 

that there can be some hope, you know, some healing, you know. If they can find the strength, the 

courage, to approach me, to find some kind of dialogue, I think that would be a I think that would be a 

beautiful thing to see. 

 

Yeah, I heard that Leo is a minister, or ordained priest, or something of that nature. That's good 

for him. But I feel like somebody needs to take accountability, responsibility. I don't run to God 

and be like, "It makes my soul feel good."  So you know, "If I'm good enough, you're gonna let 

me out." That don't make me a good person. That just makes me a person that's gonna do 

anything for anybody else. No, I feel like I'd be lying, on a "spiritual sense," if I do that. I'm not 

gonna do that. Leo was a kid. You don't know why you're doing what you're doing. You're 

probably thinking that's some gangster shit. You don't know why why you did that. Or you 

might. Who knows? I'm not in your head. I know I'm not gonna do that shit. Uh-uh. 

 

Okay. If I wanted to see a man die, I would have no problem in saying that. I would have no problem. 

I know people desire to know these things. But simply, I just cannot remember what I was feeling 21 

years ago as a teenager. And I know it sounds idiotic and foolish. But when I got out the car and 

Christopher got on his knees, I don't know what got into me. I swear. I swear it. I don't want to have 

any equivocation about it. I was evil when doing that. I was wrong in doing that. I am to blame for 

doing that. To hear it third person, I would probably judge myself too.  

The first interview, you know, you always have regrets about what you say and what you don't say. 

I'm very aware that, uh, civilly speaking, I'm not a good man. Um I I carry that X on my back and I 
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understand that. All I want to do is clean up the mess that I've made. I do desire the forgiveness of the 

Chavez family. There's no doubt about that. If I failed to say that last time, if I misspoke or got too 

emotional during that plea, um that was my fault. As far as my parole goes deep down, there is a part 

of me that thinks that I deserve to die in prison. Whether or not the good detective, uh senses that or 

believes that, I respect his opinion. Yeah. It's such an injustice that Christopher and his life stopped at 

22. I get that. I understand that. But I'm still living. All I can do is live my life in prison. Whether it be 

for the rest of my life or not, I'll live it to the honor of God, that's for sure. I've come from death row to 

becoming a minister in prison, which is a very hard thing to do. Hopefully, I have done a a decent job 

of showing you who I am and what I think and what I believe. After such a horrible, horrendous 

mistake. Thank you for watching. 

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 9: BRANDON HUTCHINSON (AK8) AND MIGUEL SALAZAR (AK9) 

 

I couldn't believe I committed murder. I took away two men out of their lives. I would never be able to 

give back. I'm truly sorry for what I did to them boys. My name is Brandon Hutchison. I was charged 

with two counts of first-degree murder. And I was given the death penalty. I've never talked about this 

or I've never implicated anybody or myself in anything. I know what I did. And I'm taking 

responsibility for that.  

 

I was born in Ventura, California. 1974. I was raised out there till I was 18 or 19. I had two brothers, 

one older brother and one younger brother. There was some sexual abuse during my childhood. I'm not 

sure when it started. I can remember kindergarten, maybe. I started going to see psychologists and 

things because of my behavior. I got help for behavior problems my whole life. Dealing with the the 

drama of what happened to me, I I used methamphetamines and and alcohol. Just to cope with, I 

guess, those feelings that I didn't know how to express. I smoked weed when I was younger, and 

drank. But the methamphetamine use started heavy probably when I was about 15. I was a drug addict. 

That's pretty much it. Yeah, it was It was it was destruction.  

 

I met Michelle in a motel room. I think I was 15 years old. I was selling her friend an ounce of weed. 

And she was there with her boyfriend. Nine months into meeting her, she was pregnant with Jerry, my 

my oldest son. I wish I would have took the responsibility on and became a man at that time, but, uh, I 

was so wrapped up in amphetamines and the relationship with Michelle, it was off and on for years. I 

had two kids with her. But I really quit seeing her, I would say, at 17, 18 years old.  

 

Moving to Missouri was gonna be a new start for me. I I thought it was gonna be a a better chapter in 

my life. And it didn't work out. I met Freddy Lopez when he married my cousin here in Missouri. 

Freddy rented a house and had a shop next door that he was gonna turn into a detail shop. But it was 
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more of a front than anything. For the drug activity. Freddy was a marijuana dealer at the time and he 

would bring back 50, 60 pounds of marijuana. Trips back and forth to California. I would say I was 

working for Freddy at first to build a clientele. But the drug use got a hold of me again. I told him 

what the methamphetamines would do, that the profit margin would be a lot more. And it just rolled 

in, it just started going. I met Michael Salazar through Freddy Lopez. He came back here from 

California. Michael was the, uh, dude that looked out for Freddy. You know, they were both from the 

same gang there in California and they were tightening the ropes down on their organization.  

 

There was a New Year's Eve party in Freddy Lopez's garage next to his house. Just started drinking 

and partying and doing lines and More people showed up at the at the party and we were just partying 

and everybody seemed to be getting along. I met Ronald and Brian Yates that night at Freddy Lopez's 

house. Me and Brian and Ronald were sitting in the garage playing dominoes. For some reason, they 

were talking about Michael and Freddy. They were referring to them as Mexicans or wetbacks. They 

called them wetbacks because of the Rio Grande, I guess, swimming across the border. That's been a 

racist slang ever since I can remember. I went outside and I met Michael. I said, "You won't believe 

what these dudes are saying." And he went in the shop and started shooting. Shot Brian first. Then 

shot Ronald. I was shocked. I've never seen somebody get shot like that in my life. Ronald didn't fall 

at first. But then, after a minute or so, I seen him hit the ground. Like, he just dropped. He was 

crawling on the floor in the garage. Michael grabbed a screwdriver and went over and started stabbing 

Ronald Yates. And, uh it was just chaos.  

 

After witnessing what I witnessed, I thought I was gonna get shot too. I went in the house at that time 

and I, uh told Freddy something bad had happened. And when he came out to the garage, he was like, 

"What the hell happened?" Ronald was trying to get out of the back of the garage. And Freddy said, 

"Go get him.Look what Go get him." Because he was opening up the back roll-up garage. I went over 

there and dragged Ronald back over and kicked him. Somebody said, "Should we call an ambulance?" 

I'm not sure who said it. And I'm like, "They're dying." Because he was gurgling and they weren't 

moving. So Freddy says, "We'll get the car and pull it in the back of the shop." And me and Michael 

loaded the two brothers into the trunk. I was driving. Freddy was in the passenger seat and Michael 

was in the back seat. Somebody started making noise in the trunk and Freddy told me to pull over. 

Freddy handed me the 22 pistol. And I guess I knew what I had to do. I guess I had to get out and 

shoot 'em. A silent order, I guess. I'm not sure. I mean, I'm not no murderer in my heart. So I guess I 

was just taking an order. I really wasn't worrying about them. I was worrying about staying alive. I 

knew I was gonna get out of that car and and and murder those two men. And I got to the back of the 

trunk, and lifted the trunk lid. I don't know if it was Ronald or Brian. I can't I don't know. I grabbed 

one of their heads and I shot. Two shots. And did the same thing to the other body that was in the 

trunk. It was a bad feeling. It was an empty feeling. I should have stuck up for 'em. I should have stuck 
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up for the Yates brothers instead of making them victims. I never have told anybody anything, except 

right now. I've never mentioned this to nobody. 

 

SALAZAR 

I don't sit here and resent and blame as much as I might be justified in doing so. I just You 

know, a lot of bad decisions that I made in my youth, you know, led me to to where I found 

myself that night. My name's Michael Anthony Salazar. I'm the first to admit that my 

participation, you know, that night was messed up. But I didn't shoot these guys in the head and 

I didn't kill them. After I shot the two victims initially, from that point on, the rest of that night, 

I was I was just in a haze. Know what I mean?  

 

You know, I went to Freddy, you know, to ask him what to do, you know, and whether it was 

Freddy or whether it was Brandon who was making the decisions for the rest of that night, every 

decision or every action that I made, I just wasn't thinking. I was just, you know, trusting in 

him, I guess you would say. They have a jury instruction that says that I am responsible for my 

conduct and the conduct of another person if I aid and assist with a common purpose. If I helped 

put them in the car and helped take them out of the car with the purpose of taking them to that 

road and killing them, then I'm just as guilty. But that wasn't my mind-frame that night. I 

didn't have that common purpose to take them to the side of the road and kill them.  

 

I know this much. We're taking them out to the country to throw them on the road and 

somebody will help them. That's what's in my mind, you know. Whatever. And I believe I was 

getting back in the car when I heard some shots. Boom, boom, you know what I mean? Then I 

turned, "What the hell?" I ran to the back and this dude was, you know, throwing them out of 

the car. I'm like, "What the fuck?" You know, "What's going on?" Not, "What's going on?" 

But like, "What the fuck?" And I I wasn't ready for all this, wasn't expecting all this. I just 

wanted to go home. I just I didn't come out here to Missouri for all this. I grew up in California 

around a bunch of gangs and drugs and stuff like that, running around on the streets. I'd never 

been involved in anything close to this. I'm out here in the middle of nowhere for a couple of 

months. Next thing I know, I see a couple of guys get killed. Man, I'm gone. I'm over this. I'm 

Shit, I'll take my chances back home. 

 

I never gave Michelle or anybody else any full details on on the murders of the Yates brothers. Maybe 

I should have told her. You know? Instead of taking four years from her life, like I did. And she stuck 

with me for three, four years. I thought it was the right thing to do.  
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The people I was involved with, I thought that's what you were supposed to do. I kept my silence out 

of fear for my family and my own safety. Michael's a good person. He was he was just manipulated by 

the wrong people too. Does he deserve life without parole? I don't think nobody deserves life without 

parole. If I've got any hard feelings towards anybody, it would be Freddy. Mr. Lopez had millions of 

dollars, and I think he used his manipulation and his criminal way of thinking to get what was best for 

him. I don't think any of this has hit me until the last four to five years of my life. I've never really felt 

that remorse of what I've done. As people say, "Well, yeah, I've got remorse" I've never felt the 

remorse of them those two men dying like they did. And I was watching a program on TV one night. 

There was this grandmother or mother that was on there talking about her daughter being murdered. 

And I felt her pain. I felt And that's all I could think about, was the Yates' the Yates' mother. And, uh 

the next morning, I woke up and there was a message from you guys wanting to do a story on my case. 

I just think it was the right time to tell the truth, admit to what I did. I feel great about what I've talked 

about, and talked to you guys about. I'd wish the victims' family would understand the grief that I do 

go through that I put them through. I just Hopefully, they understand that I'm not the monster. Or I 

wasn't out tracking down people to hurt or Something bad happened that night and it it went bad. If 

you talk about regrets, I regret not saving their life, instead of taking it.And I'm sorry to take those two 

two people out of you guys' life that meant so much to you. 

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 10: TOBY WILLIAMS (AK10) 

 

Oftentimes, I pray for Mr. Moore. Pray for his family as well. I recognize that I did something 

hideous. I was now sinking in a sea of sin. For me, life was over with. I just wanted to end life. And 

the question always came to mind: "What what why am I here? Why am I here? Why do I even exist? 

Why do I even exist?"  

 

My name is Toby Lynn Williams. I was charged with capital murder and I was sentenced to death. I'd 

spent most of my time in Shreveport, Louisiana. I feel like things would have been different had I been 

raised with a loving mother and father. When I was seven years old, I discovered that the lady that I 

was calling Mom was my grandmother. When I was about six weeks old, my mother, she decided to 

give me to a family who were going to adopt me. So my grandmother's response was, "If you don't 

want him, I'll take him, I'll keep him, I'll raise him." My dad was He was non-existent. He went to 

prison for for a murder case and we never really got close. When my father came out of jail, he come 

to Louisiana and and I was I was delighted. I was extremely delighted to see him. When I went to live 

with him, um eventually, I started getting into fights with my stepbrothers and, uh they would jump on 

me all the time. It was always, uh some violence between us.  
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When I was nine years old, it was the first time that I ever ran away from home. I lived in the street, 

slept in the street. My criminality was basically about surviving. I had to steal and rob, going into 

some store and lifting things out of the store, because I was hungry. I started drinking and doing drugs, 

at least smoking marijuana, when I was about 10, 11. That's when I And at 15 is when I had the armed 

robbery, attempted murder case. I went and robbed a place because I was, you know, I was trying to 

come up on some money to, uh purchase me more alcohol and and more marijuana. And I received a 

juvenile life sentence and I went into Louisiana Training Institute For Boys. When I came out of the 

boys' home, I felt like life had passed me by. So in order for me to catch up in life, I was going to have 

to find me some type of robbery, some type of heist, some type of crime that I commit where I could 

gain financially. At the expense of somebody else's detriment. And, you know, that was my attitude at 

the particular time.  

 

Johnny Moore was a man that I had the opportunity to work for. He and his dad were responsible for 

opening the recreational vehicle business and they needed some help and they allowed me to work for 

them for about a week. One night, I heard two young men talking about how they had gotten fired by 

Mr. Moore's dad, and I seen that as an opportunity to commit the robbery of Mr. Moore. I believed 

that law enforcement would hold them responsible because they had a motive to commit the crime 

based on being fired by Mr. Moore. But the problem was that Mr. Moore knew me and the solution to 

that was that Mr. Moore would have to be eliminated. I felt like I had to murder him to prevent him 

from identifying me in the courtroom. I knew that Mr. Moore had a baby. So I desired to have 

someone there to basically watch to make sure nothing happens to that child. As I was going to the 

house, I seen Wilma and Victoria walking in my direction. Wilma and Victoria were two young ladies 

living in the neighborhood. I said we should be able to acquire at least $500,000 out of this, uh 

robbery, and they basically agreed to it.  

 

And so we go over to Mr. Moore's house. I knocked on the door. He comes out and I pulled the 357 on 

him and I asked him if he would go back in the house and he went back in. When we went into his 

room, his wife and his son were laying there on the bed. Eventually, we started moving property from 

his house onto his truck. The girls just watched the Moores and the baby. And then I just basically 

held him at gunpoint and told him that we were going somewhere, basically. We all piled in the car 

and came over here into Texas to throw law enforcement off, to convince them that someone in Texas 

had committed the crime instead of someone out of Louisiana.  

 

When we got into Texas, that's when I had Mr. Moore and Mrs. Moore to get out of the car. I didn't 

care anything about my own life and I was trying to to get the courage out of not caring anything about 

my own life to be able to do something like this that I had never done before. And once I had built up 

the courage I just dropped the gun and shot. Mrs. Moore's back was to me and it went through her and 
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and struck him. Immediately after I had shot them, um, I wanted to shoot Mr. Moore to make sure that 

he was dead, but Victoria, she approached me and she expressed that he would die, let's just leave him. 

So we piled in the car with the baby. And I just left the bodies there.  

 

My mother, I didn't know her. I basically traveled life's journey feeling pretty much that way. If your 

own mom don't love you, nobody in life will ever love you. When I was ten years old, I had 

befriended a young guy in the community. And we would go around, we would ride bikes, and on 

occasion, we would steal bikes. And there was someone in his family, I don't know if it was his 

brother or his uncle, that I had encountered. And I desired to look to him as a father figure or a big 

brother. And so, we go out to this Dallas drainage ditch to do the crawdad fishing. The next thing I 

know, he was looking down on me in his lust, and at that particular time, he he raped me. And I 

wanted to scream for help, I wanted someone to come to my rescue. But I decided that I didn't want 

anyone later on to come to my rescue, because, as I thought about it, someone would perhaps come to 

my rescue and ridicule me. So I just laid there, hoping that the matter would soon be over with. So, 

later on, he'd stood up, and he pulled his pants up. And he said, "And don't you tell nobody." And I 

took that as my cue that I could get up, so I got up and I pulled my pants up and I made my way out of 

that drainage ditch. I never told anyone. I had made my way from that particular moment to the back 

of the house where my grandmother and me lived, and I discarded those semen-stained underwear, 

and I locked the good boy up in the dungeon of my soul.  

 

I often prayed for death. I often prayed to God that he would just take my life. That's changed now. 

Glory to God, all of that's changed now. I have accepted Christ and I see things from a different 

perspective because now I have an appreciation for life. First of all, I would ask Mr. Johnny and all his 

family to forgive me for having interfered with their lives, because I had no right to do such. I realize 

and recognize that that I did something hideous and if I could take that back, I I would. Oftentimes, I 

pray for Mr. Moore. Pray for his family as well. I've considered that it must have been tough for him 

to rebuild his life. How am I trying to make amends? I've written a book, um, entitled A Date With 

Death: Redemption. It tells of my transformation. I would like to take the proceeds from that book to 

start a nonprofit organization in the name of Debbie Gail Moore for the purpose of reaching out to 

people who have endured, uh such as the crime that I committed against her. No, sir. Yes, sir. Um it 

slipped my mind. But I don't mind talking about it at all. Um, the purpose was to, uh get them aligned. 

To get them aligned, that was the purpose. To get them aligned, uh for one shot. 

 

I wanted to be able to get away as fast as possible without drawing any attention to what was going on. 

It would be heartbreaking to have to continue in this prison. I look forward to one day walking out of 

here. Wow, that's something I've never thought about. That's something I've never thought about. Uh I 
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don't even know how to answer that. Um I can say I believe that he would feel angry by it if I am 

released from this prison. 

 

 

 

 

5.7. INTERVIEWS OF THE LONE KILLERS 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 1: JAMES ROBERTSON (LK1) 

I accept full responsibility for the way my life turned out and stuff. People always saying talking about 

how unfair the world is and stuff, ain't nobody ever said that life was meant to be fair. People just got 

to accept that, man. You know? There ain't no sense in just being bitter about it, you know? That's life.  

 

I'm James Robertson, I'm 54. I've been in prison for 37 years. You know, I finished my original time 

way back in the, like, late '80s. I've got a bunch of other time, uh I don't even really know how much 

time. About a hundred years, I guess. I got to the point where I said, "Fuck this shit. I'm going on 

death row‖. I had a pretty good childhood. I, uh, spent my first, like, 12 years on the east side of 

Orlando. It had kind of a It's kind of a back then, it had kind of a semi-rural feel to it even though it 

was, like, right outside of town. As far as I'm concerned, I think we were, like, what you would call 

lower-middle-class. Uh, I've lived in neighborhoods that were all white, I've lived in neighborhoods 

that were mixed. I went to schools that were all white, I went to schools that were 90-percent black. 

I've I've been, um, just all over, really, you know? I didn't go to school a lot of times. When I was in 

junior high, I used to skip school all the time. I used to love doing that. And I loved hanging out on the 

streets, I loved using drugs, partying with friends. Smoked a lot of pot. I did other things, you know. 

Acid, uh, PCP, uh using Quaaludes and valiums and cocaine. Stuff like that. I started getting locked up 

when I was 12, I think. I had been stealing mostly. I mean, kids' stuff like bicycles and stuff like that, 

you know.  

 

I was 16. I was hanging out on the streets and I would like, uh, see some place that looked like I could 

break into it or something, you know. Get some money for the dope. There was some little business 

across the street from my house. I had already broke into there and stole the stereo. You know, I took 

it to the dope man, you know, got some dope. And I went back in there to steal, uh, some speakers. 

And some security guards caught me. And, uh, I got into a little wrestling match with them, and I 

thought I had a knife in my sock. I tried to get the knife out and stab 'em so I could run off but I 

couldn't get to it. They were both on top of me. That's that's what I came to prison for. Originally, I 

had a 10-year sentence. Then I, uh something happened.  
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Uh, I was at Cross City Correctional Institution, some guy got killed. I didn't kill him, but some other 

guys killed him, and I got 15 years for that. Tried to escape one time. I went to outside court, and I 

kicked a guard. I tried to take his gun from him. And then that's, you know, kinda at that point, I'd 

kinda kinda had a bad attitude. And I caught a lot of time. I used to stabbing dudes and stuff. I was in a 

position where I was getting into fights all the time and I had a riot and all this stuff, you know. All 

this bullshit, you know, so they made a big deal out of that, like, "Oh, man, that's terrible. You was in 

a riot." And all this kind of stuff. What the fuck you expect? You know? That's the stuff you expect, 

you should expect that to happen in prison, man. It's prison. You know, you got a lot of bad guys in 

here and of course, inmates are gonna get into stuff like that. You know what I mean? But they'll say 

that I'm the troublemaker. I'm the guy that's the bad guy.  

 

I got put on some kind of, like, long-term maximum-security status where you're locked in a cell all 

the time. They took everything from me. My TV, my property. Man, that shit's man, that shit's torture, 

man. You're locked in a cell all day. I mean, you might get to come out a couple times a week for, like, 

two hours or something like that. They'll put you in a little dog cage. You just lose all motivation, 

man. I mean, you you ain't getting no sun, really. I got to live in humiliation every damn day. The 

guards humiliate you all the damn time, they treat you like shit, you know. Like they think you're a 

bug or something, you know. Uh, it's crazy because the motherfuckers that they like are the bugs. 

Every time you go to the CM board, first thing they tell you, something that you did back in the 1980s 

or the '90s or something. "Oh, you got a bad history." Well, I say, "What's that got to do?" They say, 

"That's your record. That's why it's called a record." They would use that as an excuse to keep me on 

CM. Now, they're not treating all those inmates like that. Some of those inmates, they'll get DRs and 

they'll let them out on the compound. You know what I mean? I mean, you just sit in that cell all damn 

day, man. That's inhumane. I mean, that's crazy. They just put somebody in a cell, man, and take all of 

his privileges from him for years and years and years, and I'm seeing all these other guys get off of 

CM. I knew that they was gonna use any excuse that they could to keep me on CM. Any excuse.  

 

Finally, I-I got mad and I said, "I'm gonna go ahead and kill somebody."  It was premeditated. I 

wanted to get on death row. So I said, "Well, I'll just go ahead and kill my cellmate."  I pretty felt 

pretty confident I could I could overpower him. He was a child molester. And I didn't really want to 

have a child molester in my cell. Believe me, it was premeditated. All the way. I waited until the 

guard's made his round. I knew I had about a 25-minute window of opportunity. I got behind him, I 

nudged him, you know, I woke him up. I had some socks tied up. I said, "You gonna let me tie you up 

or am I gonna kill you?" And he just said he said, "Neither."  So I started struggling around with him. 

Eventually, I overpowered him and strangled him. It was like, it took about I don't know. About six 

minutes, five or six minutes. Four minutes, maybe. I don't feel bad about it. You think that's 

something, don't you? I just got to the point where I said, "Fuck this shit. I'm going on death row."  
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Man, fuck that CM shit. I'm tired of living in humiliation every day. Fuck that. You looking at me like, 

you think, "Man, that guy crazy, man‖. 

 

I can't even express into words how good it feels to have somebody that cares about you like that. You 

know what I mean? It's a good feeling. It makes me feel a lot better, you know? It makes me wanna 

stay out of trouble because I don't wanna get in trouble. I don't wanna lose my privilege to be able to 

go out there and see 'em and all that. So it's, uh, it's like a carrot on a stick. Sure, it's sad to see 'em go, 

you know? I accept full responsibility for, for, you know, having to spend the rest of my life in prison. 

I accept full responsibility for that. You know what I mean? I'm not gonna get angry, you know. Bitter 

or something like that. I used to be like that, real bitter. I was bitter when I was always blaming 

everybody else for my, you know, for the way my life turned out and stuff. But I stopped doing that. 

And as a matter of principle, I gotta I got to face the music. I got to man up.  

 

I don't like hearing other people whine or talk about blaming the world and everything for all their 

problems. Life ain't always fair. People always saying, talking about how unfair the world is and stuff, 

ain't nobody ever said that life was meant to be fair, ain't nobody up, up on no cloud wearing a robe 

and cane, you know, saying, "I'm gonna make everything fair."  They, they ain't like that, man. You 

know? People just got to accept that, man. You know? You're always trying to make the world better, 

a better place, you know. But, you know, ain't nothing perfect. I just wish that these guards, man, that 

they would make a system that's more humane, man. Let the inmates all go out into the population. I'd 

be a lot more sane right now if I hadn't been locked in a cell for all them years.  

 

I'm ready, man. I'm ready to go. You know, I stopped my appeal, you know. And I'm, I'm ready to go, 

man. I've been ready, you know? You know, you asked me last time when you was up here "What you 

gonna what are you gonna feel two years from now?" Man, I've been ready, man, you know? - It's 

over, man, you know.- I've done did all my time. I'm It's like getting a transfer or something, man. It's 

over with now. Feel like I'm cheating them, huh? You know, but there's a long-ass list, man. There's a 

hundred and something inmates or something, uh, death row guys that are waiting, so I don't know 

how, how long It might be a long time. Could be quick, I don't know. I already know how they do it, 

the whole procedure and everything. They come up, they put you in some kind of Like a cast thing 

that they wrap around you to keep your arms from moving because they think you might start 

struggling or something, which I wouldn't do, you know. But that's just I don't know. Maybe they just 

do it to sensationalize the whole event, you know. To make it "Wow, they're strapping 'em up like 

Hannibal Lecter or Yeah, whatever. I don't know. But, uh You know, I'm okay with it. All they do is 

shoot a damn needle. I'm You know, I'd much rather have a needle stuck in me than be electrocuted, 

you know. But I could, I could go either way. Because, you know, you All that shit you read about in 

the newspapers about how inhumane, uh, they put you to death, that's a bunch of bullshit. I mean, 
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come on, man. They shoot somebody with some damn chemical that knocks you out and puts you to 

sleep, you don't know what the hell. You ain't feeling nothing. Uh Somebody that always speaks the 

truth. You know? 

 

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 3: JUSTIN DICKENS (LK2) 

 

The "What if?" that's a that's a question every day. What if I didn't go in there? What if I didn't kill 

him? What if I never fired a shot?  You beat yourself up with these questions. That's pretty much all 

your life is in here, is self-reflection and, uh thinking about the things that go on, the things that didn't 

go on, and the things that you wish could go on.  

 

My name is Justin Wiley Dickens. I was convicted of capital murder and a robbery/homicide. And I 

received the death penalty. I was born in Amarillo, Texas, July 1976. I was born two months 

premature because my mom was using cocaine. I mean, it was an off-and-on struggle, but my parents 

kind of held it together until I was 13. Then they completely split up for good. And then, uh you know, 

it was just rocky. I'd run the streets with my mom, you know. She was She was just a homeless drug 

addict who, you know, would just commit petty thefts at stores, and we'd do drugs together and go to 

jail together and bond out and just keep repeating and repeating and repeating.  

 

Dallas Moore was a local tattoo artist and he was a real charming character, fast-talker, slick, got 

everybody under his wing and as close to him as he could. Being lost as a kid and looking for a father 

figure, I was just drawn to him and I was just kind of brainwashed by him. Martha was Dallas Moore's 

fiancée. If they didn't have such a severe drug habit, they would've been really cool friends. I met 

Dallas and Martha when I was about 15 years old. After me and my friend stole a bunch of weed, I 

went to Dallas Moore's house to see if he wanted to buy it. They was having a big cocaine party. 

Everybody shooting the cocaine. I told him I didn't want to try any because my mom was a drug 

addict, and I seen what needles do to people. But he said it was just a mental thing, it wasn't a physical 

thing, so he eventually got me to snort some cocaine. And about a day or two after that, of, you know, 

around the clock hanging out and drinking, he finally broke me down to try shooting the cocaine. And 

once I shot the cocaine, we never snorted it again. I was just kind of lost.  

 

When I was 17, we was partying for about a week straight. And Dallas passed out. He was asleep in 

the bed and Martha went into his pocket and took an ounce of cocaine. And she alone used a bunch of 

it. And before the sun came up, she was in a panic. And asked me and my fall partner, Craig Pennell, 

to drive her around to try to sell some to get the money to pay Dallas before he woke up. When you're 

a drug addict, alls you can think about is drugs. The repercussions of whatever it is are out of sight. 
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You don't think about that. We couldn't sell any of it. And all three of us ended up doing the rest of the 

cocaine. And on the last stop we made before we dropped Martha off, we heard Dallas Moore was 

after us with a pistol. When Dallas caught up with me, it was about 2:00 in the morning. I was asleep 

on Craig's couch. I woke up with a knife to my throat. A local drug addict named Eddie Ramos was 

with him. And they were talking about how they were gonna kill me. Craig came in and then Dallas 

started beating us up and slapping us around with the pistol. And then he told us to follow him back 

over to his house. So, we went out there and, uh he pretty much blamed it all on me. He told me that I 

was to take Martha to the Amarillo Blvd. and pimp her out while she turns tricks to raise the money. 

But when I agreed to it he busted my nose and almost knocked me out. Saying, "Oh, you would allow 

Martha to go pimp herself?" And he told me I was gonna get his money. And he pointed to a ski mask 

that he had hanging on the wall. And when gets in a jam, he handles his business with the ski mask, 

and he said, "I expect you to do the same thing, too. I don't care what you do. You're just gonna get me 

my money."   

 

Me and Craig took off in Craig's truck. The only place I knew where to get a gun was my great-

grandfather's house, way out in the country. So, we drive back into town, and I'm like, "Pull over here, 

pull over here," you know, just trying to find something that we could do. And he's like, "No, I know a 

place over by my grandparents' house." So we drive across Amarillo. We get to the Mockingbird Pawn 

and Jewelry store. Looking back on it now, there's no predicting that was gonna happen, but the day 

felt wrong. The day felt wrong. The reason why I went through with it: because my fear of Dallas 

overrode my fear of the repercussions of what the law would do.  

 

I walked up to the door, and the door had a buzzer lock on it. So, they seen me in there and they 

buzzed me in. I said I was getting married and I'd like to try on a ring. And, uh, they turned their back 

on me. When they turned their back on me I pulled the gun out and cocked it. And I said, "Get down 

on the ground. I ain't shitting you, I'll kill you." Mr. Jacobs laid where I couldn't see him. And Mr. 

Carter laid between the two counters with his head facing me just, like, five feet away. I froze up. I 

mean, I was totally out of my element. I should've just said, "Put your hands up and give me some 

money and let me out," but hindsight's 20/20. Then out of nowhere, Mr. Carter came up with a 

shoulder tackle and picked me up off my feet. It was just a lightning-strike tackle. He never said 

nothing the whole time.- He slammed me into the wall. And I just shrugged up and fired a shot -  - that 

hit him in the torso. Then I slid down the wall with my pistol raised straight in the air like that. He 

grabbed the barrel of the gun while he was leaning over me and he jerked the gun straight up, and the 

bullet fired through his hand and hit him in the forehead. And I was like, "Oh, no." Mr. Jacobs, he ran 

out the side door. And I tried to get out out the front door. So I shot the last two shots into the lock and 

I missed it. I started ramming it with my head, kicking it but I couldn't get out. So I ran out the back 

door. And I looked to the left, and Craig was driving away without me. He looked right at me, and we 
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made eye contact, and he just kept on going.  I thought, "Nah," you know, "Story of my life."  So I 

took off running. I just thought I can't believe I just killed somebody. That thought was just on a loop 

over and over and over on my mind. There wasn't no "Am I gonna get away with this?" Nothing. I just 

I was stunned. They said, "Sir, we know what happened. Your fall partner, Craig Pennell, is over here. 

He's done told us everything."  I just hung my head and started crying. I said, "I'm sorry. I didn't mean 

to kill nobody. I didn't mean to kill nobody," and I left it at that. I didn't know there was a death 

penalty, but I knew I was in deep trouble.  

 

I'm sorry. I'm so sorry I said that. I'm sorry. I was I was a jackass. I mean what I said was probably 

devastatingly cruel, but I can't even make an excuse for that. I really met the wrong person in a very 

pivotal point in my juvenile days, and, uh It created disaster and tragedy. I was Dallas' little protégé. I 

idolized him. I didn't think he was dangerous like that. I thought he was a big kid until the mask kinda 

came off and, you know, it was directed at me. It's a small blessing. All I've ever asked for is just to let 

it be heard, you know. I bear my own cross and I live with what I done, and you know, it ain't it don't 

never change, it don't never get no easier. That's all I ever wanted was somebody to speak truthfully 

about it, you know. Um, I got chill bumps. I mean I never thought anybody would admit to anything 

like that. That I just didn't go in there in cold blood and just for wanton reasons. I mean, I was I was 

scared. I was I was in water that I never swam before, and I didn't know I didn't know what I was 

doing. And I was in a situation. And, uh I don't really know what to say to that because that's the last 

thing I really expected to hear through this right here. Thank you. I mean, thank you. I know I'm not 

worth nothing, but thank you. Really, thank you. 

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 5: CHARLES THOMPSON (LK3) 

 

It was a whirlwind relationship. We were at bars five, six nights a week. We had a lot of fun. We used 

to go out and play darts and shoot pool every night. I never meant for her to get hurt. 

I loved her. My name's Charles Thompson. I've been on death row for 18 years, 19 years altogether on 

this case. I was convicted of capital murder, double murder statute. And it was girlfriend and, uh and 

another man. How's that? Can you hear me good? Okay? Now I can hear better.  

 

I first met Dennise on my birthday. There was a little chemistry right away. We sat around and drank 

some beers and got to talking. You know, we we just hit it off. I had spent the night with her that 

night. In a matter of two weeks later, I moved in with her. She was always smiling, always laughing, 

just carefree. She had been divorced, and she was 38 years old and having all the fun she "missed out 

on." That's what she used to say. The lady could shoot pool, she could shoot darts and she was the life 

of the party. Here I was, 27 years old, you know, and, you know, I thought she hung the moon. I I was 

in love with her.  



130 
 

 

We had a couple spats. There was one time, St. Patrick's Day, she hit me and I hit her. And I regretted 

it. Man, I regretted it. But, uh, I was drunk and she hit me, and I just lost my temper and slapped her a 

couple times. She had a black eye and, uh, I think her lip was bruised. Yeah, it was part of my case 

records, too. It's nothing I was proud of. It was the first time I'd ever hit a woman in my life. We were 

very much in love and back together when this happened. And the prosecution tried to portray me as a 

disgruntled ex-boyfriend. That that was not the case.  

 

My first inclination that she was seeing Darren was when she told me the weekend before this case 

happened that she went and slept with the bartender at Kelly's. I had met him several times, but I never 

had a clue that he was seeing my girl. And I should have snapped when we were in the bar. He was 

giving us free rounds of drinks. And that didn't it didn't occur to me, you know, why. I just thought, 

"Wow, this guy's being really cool to us," you know? Apparently, she'd been in there for lunch several 

times and was already seeing him. The night this happened, we went out to the bar, the usual 

Wednesday night spot, which was to play darts and, uh, steak and potato night for five bucks. My 

friend testified at my trial about us closing the bar as we always did on Wednesday night and then 

coming home, and, uh, Darren calling at 2:33 o'clock in the morning 'cause he wanted to be with her 

again. We ended up getting into a fight. The sheriff came and told us both to leave. I came back at 

6:00 in the morning to get my stuff, to go to work, and, uh, the gentleman was there in bed with her. 

So we got into a verbal altercation, and one thing led to another. And, uh, from from what I can 

recollect is he grabbed a French knife out of the kitchen block and he began threatening me with it. 

The pistol came out. I believe I had gotten the pistol outta her closet. This gentleman threatened me 

with the knife, told me I need to leave. And I I drew down on him and I told him, "Hey, you know, 

you need to put the knife down." So we had pretty much a stand-off at that point.  

 

Now what happened next is, it's it's kind of a blur to me. I was still hung over and still a little drunk. 

But from what I remember, he came at me. If you look at the testimony of the medical examiner, the 

first shot was some over six to eight feet away. He was coming at me. The second shot was three feet 

or less. It's just a big blur after that. We're tumbling around and we're fighting over the pistol. It 

happened so fast. I I remember us fighting and the gun going off, and she got hit. She was shot 

through the cheek and it stopped in her jaw. She got in the middle of us fighting and got shot in the 

mouth. And then I checked her and I thought she was dead. I picked up the phone and called 911. It 

didn't go through. I ran, I left. I freaked out.  

 

After the crime happened, I went to a friend's house and got bandaged up, and I passed out from 

shock. I got up in the morning a few hours later and it was on the TV. And my friend was watching it, 

and she told me, "Hey, you know, I think that's you on TV." And I started watching it, and I seen her. I 
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said, "Oh, my God, she's alive." And I started crying. They had her coming out with the bandage on 

her face, sitting up on the on the stretcher before they put her in the ambulance. And, uh, you know, I 

called my dad and I told him, "Hey," you know He right away, he told me, "The police have been 

looking for you. They got you 'armed and dangerous.'" And I said, "Okay." He said, "Tell me where 

you're at, son. You know, go turn yourself in." So I did.  

 

They told her, you know, she was gonna be all right. This was routine surgery to them. They waited 

six hours to take her in. It wasn't life-threatening. When they took her into pre-surgery, they 

repositioned her on her side, and they checked with the fiber optic scope to make sure everything was 

in the right place. Everybody left the operating room to go scrub for this surgery, and she lost air. They 

ran in there, and did an emergency trachea, hit her with the paddles and brought her back to life. But it 

was too late. She was already brain dead. She sat in a hospital room for four days with a DNR Do Not 

Resuscitate order.  

 

They took me down to court seven days after this happened. I said, "I don't have court." They said, 

"Yeah, you do. Come on."  So I went down to court and they told me, "Look, we're dropping the 

manslaughter and the aggravated assault charges." And I looked at the bailiff and asked him, "What 

does this mean?" And they said, "We're introducing capital murder charges." And I looked at the 

bailiff and he says, "It means the death penalty now, boy." I'm like, "Death penalty? What are you 

talking about?" He said, "Yeah, you're charged under double murder statute." I said, "I didn't kill her. 

The hospital did." I had already talked to my family on the phone and heard that there was 

complications, that the hospital had suffocated her. I was devastated. The family sued the hospital for 

wrongful death. I understand it was a very grueling time for them. Yeah, it was pretty sad. I loved the 

lady. You know, I still think about her every day and why I'm here. And I wish that she would have 

lived to testify about this 'cause she would have told them what happened.  

 

Hello. I'm doing good. No surprises today? Well, my life's an open book. I think I kinda debunked 

"future threat to society."  I was running around in the free world for four days. I walked past little old 

ladies in front of of shopping centers getting out of their cars, I didn't carjack them. I didn't rob 

anybody, I didn't assault anybody, I didn't hurt anybody. But if you listen to any capital death penalty 

trial, they they drill it into the jury's head, "He's a future threat‖. He'll kill again.  

 

Yeah, that sounds right. I'm sure she did tell him that. But, you know, we broke up, got back together, 

broke up, got back together, and dated other people. We had that I don't know what you call it. 

Couldn't leave each other alone? We kept coming back to each other. Who knows? She probably 

would have come and visited me in prison. She was that kind of lady. If I was intentionally going to do 

this, as they said, why would I call first, you know? I went to the pay phone, I called her. I told her I 
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have to come and get my work stuff. She said, "I'm trying to sleep." I said, "Is Darren there?" She said, 

"No." I said, "I'll be there in five minutes," and I hung up. She went back to sleep. I went back in the 

bedroom and started getting clothes and stuff out of the out of the dresser, and she sat up in bed and 

goes, "Oh, my God."  Then I realize there was somebody laying in bed next to her. 'Cause I was I 

wasn't trying to wake her up. I was just getting my stuff. I told her I was coming. You know, when I 

seen him there, I'm like, that's when I started in on her. "Oh, my God," you know. Da-da-da-da-da-da-

da. We had words. It's embarrassing. What can I say? I was a confused drug addict, you know? An 

alcoholic that made a bad decision and another bad decision and another bad decision. You know, I 

was upset that Diane changed her statement. I felt that she was lying. But yeah, it's it's nothing I wanna 

talk about, really. I wished it never happened. I mean, it's it's just a bad situation all the way around. 

I've never wished Diane any harm. I mean, to carry a torch for somebody to die for 20 years? That's, 

you know, okay. I mean, you know. I don't I I couldn't hate somebody that long. It's not in my not in 

my blood. You know what they say about hate, it'll eat you up inside.  

 

SEASON 1 EPISODE 7: DEANDRA BUCHANAN (LK4) 

 

Whenever things happen to certain people that they love, they're gonna do everything they can to 

make you out to be a monster. To make sure you get what they believe you deserve, which is, at the 

time, a lot of them wanted me to die. And here I sit 18 years later. I just consider myself just, uh a 

down-to-earth, normal person who tries to help others and better myself at the same time. More like a 

people person. I try to look out for people. I got a caring heart.  

 

I was born in Centreville, Illinois. It's a part of the city in East St.Louis. I was born to some young 

parents, so my grandparents on my mom and dad's side played a major role in raising me. They taught 

me the right you know, right from wrong, try to put me on a path. My father, uh, he really kept me on 

a narrow path, exposed me to religion. I had to go to church every Sunday. Made sure that I brought 

home good grades and pretty much exposed me to all different types of instruments, sports, science, 

you name it. Him and I used to take rides on his motorcycle. But this particular day, he wouldn't let me 

ride with him. And I was We kinda, like, my own little way, I displayed my little, uh, frustration and 

anger. But being that I know my father, I knew I knew not to get too, uh, out of hand because I didn't 

wanna get a whooping. So I stormed off. And, uh And I was playing in the yard, and my cousin's 

father, he pulled up in this truck, he said, "I think your dad was in an accident. Get in the truck."  And 

so I got in the truck, he took me to this, uh, area. And when we got there, it was a wreck, looked like a 

wrecked motorcycle. And they took the sheet off and I saw my father's body. And, uh, it was It was a 

gruesome sight. I believe that was a pivotal point in my life that caused me to stray another path. I 

started fighting, getting in trouble, fighting in school, fighting in the neighborhood. Instead of it 

stopping, it just continued.  
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But around that time, I think I was 13, turning 14, that's when my cousins from California came down 

and they introduced me to selling these drugs and the work and the money. I was like, "Wow, I made 

this money, and I didn't do nothing." In my mind, I'm thinking this was no work. It was a serious 

epidemic in the inner cities with this cocaine thing. To me, it wasn't no work, just taking a piece of 

drugs and giving it to somebody else. And I'm making more money over here than I was over here. I 

was intelligent enough to see it was more money over here, but I wasn't intelligent enough to know 

exactly where I was going. And it was like a beginning and no end. I believe that's when I started 

carrying a lot of weapons. And I think what really enhanced it, I was robbed once. And I was, in my 

mind, like, that'll never happen again, so I made sure I kept a weapon on me at all times. Whenever I 

was in Columbia, I paid a guy 50 bucks a day to answer the door. I didn't trust 'cause a friend of mine 

got shot and killed through the door. And so somebody called me and say, "Man, be careful. Don't be 

answering no doors. So-and-so just got killed." So I hired a guy. I would give him $50, either in drugs 

or money, whichever one he wanted. I told him, "However you want it, I'mma give it to you. All I 

need you to do is answer that door whenever I'm over here." I thought everything was under control 

'cause I surrounded myself with these type of people. People who believed in violence, people who 

believed in selling drugs. I I was just fully invested in it for myself into that. I think the glamour of 

that lifestyle kinda captivated me. And, unfortunately, what's in the dark comes to the light.  

 

I first met Angela through her cousin. And we both just From first sight, we saw each other, it was just 

one of them moments. We were She liked how I looked, I liked how she looked, and we just begun to 

talk and, uh, we went out on a date, and it never stopped. She was a very beautiful, intelligent girl at 

that. We eventually ended up living together and then we eventually ended up having a little girl. I was 

right in the, uh, delivery room with her, and, uh, she came out of her mom's womb. And I just was 

like, "Oh, my God."  And I know how overprotective I am of women in my family and my little sister, 

so I know. I'm looking at my daughter like I'm fittin' to do everything I can to make sure she okay. 

And, uh, we eventually had our second child. I mean, it's, uh, unconditional. Knowing that that's your 

daughter, man, I was like I didn't ever put my hands on her. I'm serious. I would never whoop my 

daughters.  

 

I really didn't expose Angela to too much of my criminal activity in the beginning. But eventually, 

when one of our houses got broken in, I had to explain to her my lifestyle. We sat down and I said, 

"Look, we can't let nobody else know where we live at." And one day, I left to take care of some 

business. And we had a security system and all this, you know, uh So when I got back, my little 

brother said, "Do you know that Angie's cousin just left from over here?" And I was like, "No." I say, 

"How does she even know where we live at?" He was like, "I don't know." And so me being who I am, 

I'm like, "What the?" I'm already just fucked up from hearing this information, literally. I'm blown 
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away 'cause I already had a talk with her a while back about the security measures that we had to keep 

in place. And then I find out that it was some guys in this car in the driveway that brought her over 

there. So not only do I not know who these guys are, so this really got me hot. So we had We fall out 

that night. There was a little domestic abuse. I ended shaking her up a little bit. I grabbed her and I 

shook her because she wouldn't tell me exactly what I thought I should hear. And she was like, "Oh, it 

was just my cousin."  And I was like, "Who the fuck was it in the fucking car? Who was these dudes 

came over?" "Oh, I don't know." And I'm like, "Why the fuck you didn't?" I'm hot. And so she called 

the police. They came, they arrested me. They took her, locked me up. I came back, got my clothes. 

'Cause I didn't even trust being in this house no more. The security was just infiltrated. And so having 

them experiences with certain family members, it caused me not to trust certain people.  

 

I think we were celebrating my auntie's She just got an apartment. We all partying, we kicking it and 

stuff like this. Socializing. And I wanted to smoke some marijuana. So I called a friend of mine and he 

dropped it off. I say to my door guy, "I thought he said he was gonna hang out and, uh, smoke some 

with us?" "He say he had to pick up his girl from work or something." I say, "Okay, where the stuff 

at?" He gave it to me. And I noticed that the bedroom door was open and the light was on. I went to 

the back, broke it down, put it in a little paper, started smoking it. And, uh, I heard a door open. So I 

go up there, I say, "Who Who just came in here?" And everybody was like, "Ain't nobody come in 

here." But I had noticed that the bathroom light was off and the bedroom door was closed. Anyway, 

they told me there weren't nobody. So I go get my door guy, I say, "Well, if there ain't nobody in here, 

go open up the bedroom door 'cause the door was just open." And he saying, "Man, you tripping. Ain't 

nobody in there." But he never would open up the door. So I go grab a weapon. I say, "Man, go open 

up the fucking door."  And in the midst of this, I don't know how and what was going on within me, 

while I'm talking about this door, all of a sudden, I get to feeling strange as a motherfucker. My mind 

is just not right. Like, whatever I was smoking, it was beyond what I've smoked before. I mean, really, 

it started taking its effect on me. And I'm like, "Man, I ain't feeling right." He was like, "Man, you 

tripping." I'm like, "No, I'm serious. Something's wrong with me, man." I say, "Man, go open up the 

fucking door!" And fuck, that's all I really remember. 

 

I don't even know what took place all the way up to 12:50 a.m. I don't even know what the fuck 

happened. I was arrested, placed in a police car. According to what I seen in paperwork, they said I 

was slamming my head all up against the police door and windows. I don't even remember none of 

this stuff. And I said that, uh I was talking about somebody was trying to kill me. It was either them or 

me. And they said I was belligerent, and sweating, and mucus coming all out my nose, sweating hard. 

And at one point in time, I think they said I told them, "Y'all can't protect me! Y'all can't protect me!" 

So they put me in a, uh, suicide cell observation. I think I slept, like, two days. And then when I finally 

came out of whatever it was I was dealing with, whatever effect this drug had on me, and, uh, she sat 
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me down and she was like, "Do you know what you're in here for?" And when she told me, a tear 

came down my eye and I was like, "You bullshit." She was like, "No." Well, that night, I was told I 

shot Juanita Hoffman, my auntie, William Jefferson, my stepfather, and I shot my girlfriend, Angela. I 

actually gave up. I said, "Fuck it. If they kill me, they kill me." Shit, after what I realized what I'd 

done, I was like, "Man, they gonna execute me. Fuck it, let them execute me." I mean, 'cause I felt like 

why should I live based on what I just done? Even though I didn't intentionally do it, but knowing that 

I'm responsible for it, I didn't even wanna live no more.  

 

Man, the most important thing I can tell them is I'm sorry, man. Seriously, I'm sorry. And I continue to 

make sure that I do what I need to do to better myself so that I will never be that person again. 

Regardless if they ever know that, regardless of who knows that. I know that I'm not that same person. 

I know that for a fact. I'm still struggling trying to figure out why this happened. Over these years, I 

wrestle, like, how the fuck did I allow myself to do this? How did I allow myself to shoot my aunt, my 

girl, and my stepfather? Shoot my girl while she holding my daughter? I don't No. No. Because if that 

was the case, I could have been done that. Shit, if I wanted to kill her, I could have been killed her. 

And the only thing I keep concluding is, this chemical that I got my hands on, that I wasn't aware of, 

caused me to react like this.  

 

And when you compile that with my lifestyle, way before I even met Angela 'Cause see, like I said, I 

was violent before I even met her. I been involved in all kind of violence where I done seen people 

lose their life. I mean, it's nothing to be proud of now I think back on it. But back then, we thought that 

was the thing to do. I'm gonna react a certain way based on the way I've been living and conditioned. 

This wasn't no planned situation. I didn't sit back and calculate and say, "Okay, this is what I'm fittin' 

to do." I didn't say I'm fittin' to go kill my girlfriend. I didn't say I was fittin' to go kill my auntie. I 

didn't say I was fittin' to kill my stepfather. Not one time did I sit back and say, "This is what I'm fittin' 

to do today." No. Hell no. According to everything, including myself, and everybody that was there 

that night, I just flipped out.  That wasn't no premeditated, planned-out situation. What I truly believed 

that night was the contributing factor was that door, and somebody coming into that house, and them 

not opening up that bedroom door to let me see who was in there. I truly believe that's what 

contributed to me reacting the way I did that night.  

 

Hold on, stop that for a minute. That's a Man Let me tell you something, man. I ain't never whopped 

her with no clothes hanger. This is what really be kind of frustrating me, not to say, "Fuck them all." 

And I That type of stuff there is the type of shit that be kinda, like, getting me upset. Because even to 

this day, you still would put that out there like I used a clothes hanger to whoop her. Like I'm some 

type of gorilla pimping or some shit. And see, this is the thing be kinda getting me a little I'm not 

going to say upset 'cause I understand what I done. But it gets I'm serious, it gets real struggling, 
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because, usually, I'm like Eighteen years, I've been doing, you know, everything I can to make 

amends, and then when you hear stuff like that, that's what really be getting me kind of disturbed, 

when you would add some falsehood to tell your side of a story to try to continue to put me in a 

negative light. And I'm being honest with you. It be kind of frustrating me for real. That regardless to 

what they say, how they say it, or how they believe, or what they feel, I'm fittin' to attack this case, and 

a lot of them gonna be upset. They can bombard the court house, they can contact the prosecutors. I 

wouldn't even care. For that For that type of stuff there lets me know after 18 years, who's to say I 

could ever trust them? I'm serious. And this is how I have to think. Based on what I just heard, who's 

to say that when I get out of here, I can honestly say I can be safe in an environment where they at? 

No, I can't do it. Because I am gonna get out of here. 

 

SEASON 1 EPISDE 10: WAYNE DOTY (LK5) 

 

Every man has his own mindset and own power to choose his own destiny. And yes, I did ask for the 

chair, and the reason that I asked for the chair is because it's pretty much an instant death. Many 

speculate that the reason I had asked for the chair was to prolong my execution. Uh, and that's false. l 

know that I'm guilty. And what's the point in having capital punishment if it's not going to be used in a 

proper manner? You don't lock human beings up in a cell. They're not animals. You just don't do it. 

You can't expect that individual to be a human being after putting them in that cell forever. It just don't 

work that way. It makes a person even worse than what they were when they went in there.  

 

I was born in Pueblo, Colorado, April 12th, 1973. My father was an alcoholic. He was always out 

drinking or out running around with his friends. Uh He was very physically abusive towards all my 

stepmothers. I remember one time very clearly. Uh, he had beaten Shelly so bad that she looked like 

something that had stepped out of the ring with Mike Tyson. Half of her hair was yanked out of her 

head, both her eyes were swollen shut, her nose was busted, her mouth was busted. Had we have kept 

any guns in the house or whatever, which my father never did, I'd have killed my father and I should 

have done that a long time ago. From that point forward, my run-ins with the law just escalated. I 

started running away from home, started stealing checks from my dad, started stealing money from my 

dad, trying to get out of that, desperately trying to get out of that environment and then finally when I 

was, like, 15, 16 years old, I left his house. I said I couldn't take it anymore, I'm at the age now I can 

leave your house. My grandfather used to tell me all the time, "Son, you need to not hold things in 

your head because if you hold things in, it's going to build up and things are gonna explode and you're 

gonna wind up in trouble, serious trouble." And that's what winded up happening. I started drinking 

more and became more agitated and more aggravated.  
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Uh, and Harvey Horne was my foreman. He was also a middleman in crystal meth. So I'd go over 

there and do meth every now and then. I was over at his house one night. Now, I went over there with 

a pistol, but I didn't intend on robbing him or doing anything to him. I brought that gun over there for a 

trade-out for drugs. When I showed up over there, we had both been up for about a week straight on 

crystal meth. An argument ensued. When he got up out of his chair, I knew right then and there that 

we're either going to have a hell of a fight on our hands, or I was going to have to kill him right away 

or at least hurt him and hell if I'm going to shoot him, why not kill him? And I was able to push him 

back off me and when I pushed him back off me I pulled the revolver up and I shot him point blank in 

the face. I didn't know whether he was dead or not, so I said, "Well, I can't just leave a man half dying 

in his house" and I unloaded the gun five times in his face. Did he deserve to die? Probably not. But 

he's dead and I can't bring him back. The state was seeking the death penalty, but due to I didn't have 

any severe prior histories, they dropped the death penalty and wound up sentencing me to life in prison 

without possibility of parole.  

 

I got a high expectation for respect. I give respect, I want the same thing back, no matter whether 

you're an inmate, no matter whether you're an officer. It doesn't always go that way, especially with 

inmates. At the time, I was selling tobacco, which we're not allowed to have, so it's like a black 

market. Xavier Rodriguez. I initially had thought he had stolen something from me. He was young. He 

had a slick mouth on him. Uh, he called me "pussy-ass cracker". I told him, "We're going to put like 

handcuffs on you, which was made out of sheets, and if you can get out of them I'll give you a pack of 

rip". You know, and a pack of rip is like a hundred dollars in this place back then. Um, so he agreed to 

do it. I walked up behind him and I put him in a sleeper hold to make him pass out. And I know that 

once you cut the blood circulation off to the brain, within minutes they're going to die because your 

brain is without blood oxygen. About 15 seconds, uh, he had pissed all over himself. I could see the 

urine on the floor. And I stabbed him approximately 25 times within his abdominal area and upper 

area. After he was killed, you know, I smoked a cigarette, took a shower afterwards and went down to 

the quarter deck and said "Hey, man, you got a dead body upstairs."  It was very calculated. To be in a 

maximum-security facility and to be able to accomplish that was was pretty good. There's no 

questionable doubt about my guilt in this case. I see no sense in trying to beat myself up mentally, uh, 

and sitting back and fabricating a fantasy that I'm not guilty, when I know I am. There is no 

questionable doubt about my guilt in this case. Now, do I have remorse for the victim himself? No, I 

don't. But I look at the victim's mother, and if I was the one that was murdered, I would want finality 

brought forth towards my mother if that was me in that situation.  

 

I'm sorry he feels that way, him not knowing me as an individual. If he feels that I need to spend the 

rest of my life in prison, then so be it. His father wasn't a crystal-clear individual. Uh, did he deserve to 

die? Probably not, but he's dead and I can't bring him back. You know, I'm sorry, I don't have to the 
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power to do that. I can't positively say that Rodriguez was the actual one that stole that tobacco from 

me. I don't know whether he did it or not. There was no evidence. And I didn't see him with my own 

eyes take anything from me off the cart that it was supposed to be taken off of. And after sitting back 

and really thinking it over, who in their right mind would allow their hands to be tied up when they've 

actually wronged somebody in that direction? We had words before, you know, months prior, to where 

it was It started over a simple newspaper. And he, by way of disrespect, called me a pussy-ass cracker. 

And in in prison or anywhere, you know, for somebody to call me that, that's very disrespectful, that 

doesn't sit with me very well. Why? Because I don't call people that. And I have a high tolerance for 

respect. If I give respect, I want respect to be given back no matter who you are or what position 

you're in. You know, I mean, that's just human nature. But, hey, he's gone now and I can't bring him 

back, man. And in your value system, disrespect on that level, calling someone a pussy-ass cracker is 

grounds for murder? It can be, because if others hear somebody call you that, and they see that you let 

it get by, then you open yourself up and you become prey. It can open up a big door that I'd just as 

soon not have opened up. I'll shut it as quick as it opened up. I'm 44 years old, fixing to be 45 years 

old. I'm older, I'm not a young jitterbug like these young jitterbugs are these days. I can't stand and go 

ten to 15 minutes, you know, with a young jitterbug. It feels like he wants to get his hands dirty, you 

know, the only way to put one of them out of their misery is take them out of their misery right away. I 

know it sounds cold, but it is what it is, man. Does anybody ever have to kill anybody? No, they don't. 

You know, he definitely wasn't a threat to me, you know, uh He didn't have to die, no, he didn't. But 

he did and I can't bring him back. At the time, it felt like it was the right thing to do with that 

individual.  

 

I'm a violent individual and that's just the way I am. You know, that's what's been embedded in me 

since I was a kid. You know, and I'm just who I am. I am guilty for killing another individual. I've 

accepted that responsibility. I've stepped up to the plate as a human being and accepted that. That's a 

big responsibility, that's a big chunk to accept. You know, I put myself in this position and now I'm 

wearing it. If it was up to me, and you know, I'd go straight from the court house to the death chamber. 

I could finish this conversation talking to you people right now and walk straight to the execution 

chamber and get it over with. And look the family, the victim's family in the face and tell them, "Look, 

I'm sorry. I can't bring your loved one back, but if this is going to bring you closure, then so be it. Let's 

move on. You can move on with your life and I'll be resting in a better place."  I've done something 

wrong uh, and I've got to pay the consequences for my actions. I'm a murderer.  

 

Normally, in this situation and circumstance, an attorney would normally stand here before you and 

beg for you to sentence their defendant, their client, to life in prison. And I had a long discussion with 

my people yesterday. And it's whatever justice you seem necessary, make sure your decision is based 

off the evidence and not a personal decision and based off the law. That's all I have to say. Thank you. 
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I wanna be remembered as who I am. You know? Not somebody phony. Or not somebody that's trying 

to be something they're not. I mean, what's the point in having capital punishment if it's not gonna be 

used in a proper manner? I mean, how many lives is it gonna take or or for people to understand that 

whatever it is that's going on inside of my head has been implanted there ever since I was a kid? And 

this is who I am and I'm happy to be who I am and I'm gonna always be who I am. Not too many can 

say that, you know. They'd rather run for the rest of their lives and try to avoid reality and I'm not I 

want to face it face on and be dealing with it. 

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 2: DAVID BARNETT (LK6) 

I agreed to be adopted. I had my own room. I got a summer camp I go to every year. I mean, I was 

ecstatic. I was I was overjoyed. I could live. I was doing it right. You always had fun. But it came with 

consequence. I think I wanted the world to feel my pain. I didn't want to exist. I just wanted to die. I 

No more.  

 

Ready? My name is David Barnett. I was originally charged with two first-degree murders, and I 

received the death penalty for both. I was born in St. Louis City, Missouri. I don't remember any of the 

places where I actually lived. But the smells and the sounds of St. Louis are something you just can't 

forget. My mother did not want me when I was born. Basically, I I ended up in the care of Robert 

Biggerstaff, my mother's friend. He was an alcoholic. He was in and out of jail a lot. The early years of 

my childhood were clouded with being molested, beaten, having my nose broken. I was running 

around in ragged and dirty clothes. I was soiled. Didn't bathe for days at a time. Sometimes I had to 

fetch my own food out of vending machines with hangers. I was just like a stuffed animal that sat on 

the shelf, and when people wanted me, they grabbed me. Other than that, all the memories I had of my 

childhood were I was alone.  

 

I believe I was about four or five years old when the Department of Family Services finally caught up 

with, I guess, my existence. And I still remember that woman to this day, but I do not remember any 

of her features. And I don't know why my mind clouds that, but it was the first loving hug that I had in 

a long time. The only thing I remember her saying was, "I'm gonna take you away from this."  I don't 

know how long I stayed with DFS. While I was there, I became attached to a stuffed animal. I don't 

know why. But I I had it.  

 

Family Services contacted Robert somehow, and they had instructed me to be on good behavior when 

he came for a visit. On the visit, they left us alone in the room, and he just scooped me up and ran 

away. The last memory I have of that place was dropping that animal in the hallway. He hid me out for 

a couple weeks in the trunk of his car. It seemed like there were thunderstorms every day for the entire 
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time. So I'm cramped in the back of a dark trunk. I was scared. I didn't know what was going on. I 

wasn't being bathed. I wasn't being fed every day. But a couple weeks later, uh, DFS caught up with 

us. And he was eventually arrested, and I never saw him again.  

 

I instantly fell in love with that family, 'cause it was a family. Rita was the first one I could call 

"Mother." I mean, she wasn't my mother, but I just felt that, if I had a mother, that's how she would 

treat me. And it's like everything they did was trying to make me better. I loved them. And then, uh, 

one day, Rita got an opportunity to go across seas and study. They broke the news that I would be 

leaving them. They couldn't take me with them because they were leaving. The only thing I thought 

was, "I did something wrong." I just figured, like, you know, being beaten and molested so far in my 

life through the first five or six years It stopped. It's like now they were getting rid of me 'cause I 

wasn't doing something right.  

 

John was a computer teacher. He was not, uh, an average man. He was very intellectual. I wasn't even 

taken back by the fact that there wasn't a woman with him. I didn't know he wasn't married. He was 

single. He was like a mother and father all in one. I couldn't have asked for anything better. He was a 

charming man. He was very caring. And the one thing I did like is he didn't touch me. Almost like he 

knew, "Hey, look, this child's damaged. I don't want to push him away." I didn't know that then. I see 

that now. He took me out to dinner one day and sat me down. He's like, "Would you like to be my 

son?" I said, "Well, I am." And he said, "Would you like to be adopted?" I mean, I was ecstatic. I was 

I was overjoyed. So I agreed to be adopted. And we went to court, and that was actually one of the 

happiest memories of my childhood, the day I was adopted, and I knew that I had a parental figure 

forever. I felt that I was moving into a better lifestyle with John Barnett in Webster Groves. Webster 

was a middle-class, um, city. It wasn't poverty style, like I would have been used to growing up. 

Places looked nice. The city itself was clean, and the houses were in better condition.  

 

A couple months into being adopted, I got kind of worried about who John actually was. I started 

getting hit for not meeting his expectations, which His expectations were already higher than kids my 

age. He was forcing me to perform out of my age group. John would get physical, leave marks, break 

skin, bruises, welts, whatever it was but then his comfort was starting to cradle me, and hold me 

closer, and start kissing my ears, and that didn't feel right. That gradually became every other night or, 

you know, once or twice a week to every other night to every night. "Hey, come sit on my lap for a 

while. Give me a hug." And I noticed that there was something going on with his body. I was only 

eight years old, nine years old. I knew something was wrong. He touched me inappropriately. Genitals 

He'd stick his tongue in my ear. I started to almost, like, black out when I'd sit on his lap. Sometimes I 

wouldn't remember what he did because I told myself, if I didn't want to feel, I had to be numb. I didn't 

want to exist. I just wanted to die. I No more.  
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I instantly liked Eric. He was charming. He was real conscious about these two little buck teeth he had 

in the front. They were kind of twisted. I was like I loved him. He was, he was He was a bundle of joy. 

But then I started seeing John call Eric out in the same way it was happening to me. And I felt 

defenseless. I felt like I robbed Eric of his childhood. I'm the oldest, and I was supposed to protect 

them. But I couldn't. And at the same time, I was glad it wasn't me. I felt bad because I let it be him.  

 

Every other Sunday, we would gather with his parents, and we'd have what they call a family dinner. I 

loved Leona as soon as I met her. She was very warm and welcoming. She taught me how to cook. We 

never told them anything about what was going on with John. I was nervous of how Clifford would 

react, because he was he was kind of stern. Several times, Clifford You'd get the upside of the back of 

your head, just like any parent would do to a kid. Not hard, but he'd always catch me with that ring. 

And he wore the same kind of class ring John wore. When he hit me, it was like John was hitting me 

again in the back of the head with the ring, over and over and over. So I started to see Clifford as John, 

and I couldn't look past that. When I saw John, I saw Clifford. When I saw Clifford, I saw John. But 

when I saw Leona, I was like, "Can I give you a hug?" She was the only love in that family.  

 

I was living with friends here and there, and I wouldn't tell my friends exactly what was going on, but 

I think they kind of knew. I was still holding a job, but I was sleeping everywhere. Leona kind of 

caught on. She asked me how I was doing. I was like, "Oh, I'm fine." She said, "How are you really 

doing?" And I wanted so much to tell her about what was going on with John. I just wanted to look at 

her and be like, "You don't know about the abuse. You don't know about him trying to, basically, fuck 

me when I was nine, ten years old, uh, laying on top of me" I I wanted to tell her all that. I was like 

Anything that I would say that was negative towards John, she would speak up in a supportive way or 

a protective measure. Um So I felt that, if I pressed too hard, I would be rejected instantly.  

 

When they came home, I was asleep. And when I came to, we started discussing things. The last thing 

I remember was talking to her, and I I I've tried to remember every day since my case what happened, 

how did the events go down, what was said that triggered what triggered. She was talking about a 

conversation she had with John. I remember seeing Clifford. Clifford said something about John. And 

I went I don't know where I went. I went somewhere. When I finally realized what was going on, I 

was standing looking at a wall. And when I looked down, Clifford was at my left. And I didn't have 

blood on my hands. So I didn't know where did all the blood come from. I didn't know what happ I 

was scared to death. I didn't know what to do. And I was like, "Man, what did you do?" And I'm 

looking around like, "Is there anybody else here?" And I see Leona over there. I step over, and I see 

Leona down the hallway. And I was scared. I'd killed them both. I'd stabbed them to death. The 

damage that was done to their bodies, when I saw the reports, broken ribs, jaw completely disaligned, 
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dozens of stab wounds with multiple knives I don't know where they came from. They said they came 

from the kitchen. I don't remember getting them. I went into a state of overkill or manic rage. I lost 

consciousness. And I killed two innocent people.  

 

I believe that I deserve where I'm at. I deserve the situation that I face every day. And I'm blessed to 

have it. I cannot remember step-by-step what happened. I remember the beginning, and I remember 

the result was horrifying. Uh, the beginning, I was in a conversation, trying to explain to them, "Hey, 

look, I can't go back and live with John." I did not have the direct words to point a finger at John. 

"Hey, John did this to me." I don't think I had those skills at that time. But that day, in my own way I 

believe 100% a part of me was trying to say what happened.  

 

There's not a day that goes by I don't think of Clifford and Leona. They live in my heart. Leona, I 

believe if she was standing in front of me, she'd give me a hug and say she understood, she forgave 

me. So would Clifford. I don't hate John. I didn't hate John then. I still love John for what he tried to 

do. I forgive him. He had his own problems, his own things that he couldn't overcome. So he gave in 

to his own desires, whether they were psychologically or physical, sexual. Uh, he just couldn't 

overcome 'em. So I still respect the fact and appreciate the fact that he tried to be, um, a dad, even 

though he had he had monsters. That's the only way to put it. The weird thing I've never admitted to 

anyone is, when they gave me life without, I felt that they, literally, put me in torment, because I had 

to live the rest of my life like this. But that's not so much the case. The more support I had, the more I 

was willing to live. There's a connection between prisoners of, "Hey, you know, we messed up. We're 

no different than anyone else. We're not gonna live in our regrets. We're gonna live with them and 

push forward." I believe that I will be out. It's just a couple years down the road. It's all gonna change. 

And, hopefully, I can be a productive member of society. 

 

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 5: MARK ARTHUR (LK7) 

 

I'm not saying it was right to take another person's life, but sometimes it has to happen. Being 

Mexican, there's a certain way we live our life, a certain machismo that we use. I couldn't sit there and 

watch some guy beat up on a woman. It's not gonna happen. But when I seen him coming I looked 

over at him. Yeah, we're gonna see who We're gonna see who kills who, huh? It's weird to explain. 

You'd think you'd be more nervous, but it was more of a it's it's gonna happen. Almost like getting 

your first kiss.  

 

Can you hear me? All right My name is Mark Sam Arthur, and I'm, uh, doing a capital life sentence 

for capital murder. Uh It took place in Houston, Texas. Well, growing up as a kid, I visited family in 
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Mexico and Chicago. Uh, but most of my life was spent in Houston and the surrounding suburbs. 

Nowhere near wealthy growing up, but, uh, my mom did the best, you know. She worked hard to take 

care of us. Uh, my mother's Mexican Indian. She always tried to take good care of me, but I was a bit 

rebellious. I've never met my biological father. He was real abusive. Didn't like me for whatever 

reason. He he hit me with a closed fist. I used to get picked up, thrown to the other side of the room, 

kicked around. I seen him beat her up. When I saw it happen in front of the That a man or a so-called 

man would put his hands on a woman like that He grabbed her hair and punched her. I was too little to 

do anything about it. The guy I looked up to that I called my father was Homer Milbourn. He took care 

of my mom and told her after they got married, he didn't even want her to work. He just He said, "The 

man takes care of his wife." In just a few years, he taught me a lot.  Um, I never talked about him since 

he died, so It's weird I break down in front of you. I've never cried since he died. Uh Um, he He's the 

one that actually told me to start respecting my mom and that I should get my shit together.  

 

Um I wound up joining the Maniac Latin Disciple Nation, which is a member of the Folks Alliance. 

We were a brotherhood, a fraternal bond. Uh, we believed in the growth and betterment of our 

neighborhoods, our our people, uh, our culture. Mess with one, you mess with all. One love one hate. I 

never was really into using drugs or drinking alcohol. I just wasn't very good at sports or anything like 

that, so I'd try to show that I was good at fighting or shooting or whatever else it took to establish my 

dominance. When I was about 14, I got real close with a guy named Esequiel Fonseca. We were both 

pretty good at, uh, chasing girls and getting into fights with some of the same rivals, the same same 

gangs. We were both into breaking into cars, breaking into houses. Robbed a few people. Most of the 

time, it was my idea. I was like, "You wanna come?" He was like, "Yeah, sure." Why wouldn't you 

want to hang around with a guy that, you know was always doing something exciting? I'd sleep over at 

his place or hang out there for a couple days.  

 

His mom was cool with us and would give us something to eat or let us hang around, and everybody 

looked up to her as a mother figure. I was real close to her. She never told his dad that we were out 

there getting in trouble and stuff. I pretty much stayed away from my house because there were too 

many rules there. Me and, uh, "Little Zeke," Esequiel, so we hung out we hung out pretty well until he 

went to prison when I was 16. I wasn't there, so I don't know what happened. When I came by his 

house, his mom was beat up pretty bad. She had a couple plugs of hair missing out of her head, she'd 

been burned with a curling iron, black eyes. I said, "Let me ask, have you been fighting with a man?" 

She's like, "Yeah." That's when she told me she got beat up by her husband, which is Esequiel 

Fonseca, uh, Senior.  

 

I'm opposed to the physical abuse of women because I kind of felt bad that I couldn't help my sister 

when at that time. But now I'm big enough that I can help my friend's mom. So, I stood up for her 
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when I couldn't stand up for my sister. I guess I could say I tried to redeem myself. I waited around 

and went ahead and kicked his ass. I beat him up pretty bad now. After I beat him up, he told me he 

was going to kill me. If you threaten my life, you're surely putting your own at risk. I think probably 

about two weeks went by after Big Zeke made his little threat. And I made up my mind that I was 

gonna go ahead and get him first. I was in the passenger side.  

 

I had Mason driving the car. I didn't tell him exactly what I was gonna do. I know that Big Zeke would 

come home from work not too long after sunset. I know the kind of location of the place. So, I was 

waiting for him. Sure enough, not too long after I drove over there, I see him come by. Here's my 

chance to make my bones, you know, do what I'm gonna do. I was mad at him for what he did. Mad at 

the way he talked to me, at what he did to my friend's mom. And, uh, I pulled next to him. Our 

windows were side by side with each other. When I saw the light illuminate through the moon roof, I 

got a good look at him. "Yeah, that's him, huh?" Mason was surprised when I pulled out a handgun. 

And I turned a round into into the handgun and, uh, unloaded the clip onto him. Kept going until there 

wasn't no bullets left. Pretty much didn't have no choice but to keep driving. I didn't want to focus on 

it. I mean, what's done is done. It's an "either him or me" type of deal. And he was my enemy, so to 

hell with him. We all got arrested. The police in Harris County came by there when they found out I 

was in custody. They took me to Harris County. I knew I was caught red-handed, so I went ahead and 

told them everything that I did. It was a misconception of the newspapers, saying it was a relationship 

type of deal, but really it was more I looked at her more like a home girl. The Harris County Sheriff 

Department said that she told me, "Go ahead and kill Esequiel and we'll split the money." And I'm 

That's not anything that took place. The reason I offed the guy is he told me he was gonna kill me. 

And I just I didn't like him. I found out I could make an affidavit and let them know she had nothing to 

do with this. So, I tried my best to If you had nothing to do with this, there's no reason for me to get 

her involved in my wrongdoings.  

 

I I did something wrong and I've and I've been punished for it. I did the most horrible thing you can 

do, is take somebody's life. I can't stress enough that I'm not the same person I was. One good thing 

about being in prison is you're forced to sit down, look at yourself, evaluate yourself, like, "Man, if I 

wanna get out of here, how do I get out of here?" One thing is I gotta make some changes. Because the 

stuff that I was doing, this is where it got me. To a certain degree, I I could say that my family is 

correct, because she's somebody I cared about. Uh She was a friend of mine. I mean, um of course, 

there's some emotional ties there. So, yeah, I would want you to to feel better. When I found out that 

Carmen was hurt, I wanted to do whatever I could to make sure she wasn't hurt no more. The way that 

people outside of my life would see it is like, "They really had something going on," and it was 

nothing. I mean, it's it's my friend's mom, and I could say we were more friends than any type of 

girlfriend or lover or anything like that. We had sex, but it's a couple times, and then after that, it was 
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over with. As far as as far as her asking me to go kill him, no, none of that. I I I don't know where that 

would come from.  

 

ARTHUR ON TAPE 

This is the 1
st
 time. She brought up the idea that she wouldn‘t mind him being killed. But she never 

actually brought anything to my attention until that say. I saw her lying there. She‘s telling me that 

would be a good night to do it. 

 

ARTHUR‘S REACTION TO THE TAPE 

I I did make statements. I did let them record me and all this, but I did it under false pretense. I let 

them mislead me into believing that, "If you help us, we're gonna help you, you might get no more 

than ten years, you might get probation." I wish, the moment that I was arrested, I wish I had just shut 

the hell up and whatever happened happened. These things weren't supposed to go anywhere. They 

were supposed to be uh, it wasn't supposed to be used against her. None of this was There wasn't 

gonna be any punishment towards her. My talking too much got her screwed over. I fell for it. And I 

and I ruined people's lives, my own, my family's, uh, Carmen's and anybody that cared about either 

one of us. So, that way we get the record clear for this. The thing that got Esequiel Fonseca killed is 

him threatening my life. The thing that got him beat up was him beating up my friend's mom. As far as 

the possibility of it being because of, uh, her getting pregnant I mean, who wouldn't be pissed off 

about it? I don't even know if that was my kid, if she was pregnant by me. If it if that was my kid, 

yeah, I'm gonna be mad about that. I mean So, I mean, the possibility that might have been my kid is 

in my head. I don't know for a fact that was my kid, but if it was, yeah, he deserved it. That would 

have got him killed.  

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 6: JOSEPH MURPHY (LK8) 

 

It's something that I've never intended to do, I wish I didn't do. If there was anything I could do to 

change it, I would. But there's obviously not. I was kind of happy to be on death row. Because I was 

treated better than I was at home. But I wish it wouldn't have took a victim to get me sent there. I pray 

to her every day and ask God to watch over her soul and to take care of her. And I know that she's 

watching over and seeing me as well.  

 

My name is Joseph Murphy. Number 199042. I am incarcerated in Ohio correctional facility. Our 

home in Clay County, West Virginia, was a tar-paper shack. All it was was tar paper wrapped around 

two-by-fours. And that's where we lived at. We had three rooms, which was a living room, kitchen and 

one bedroom for a family of eight. My mother, she come from a family of 17 siblings and she wanted 

out of the house that she was in, so she got pregnant at an early age and married my father, Jerry 
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Murphy. And they just kept having kids. They never had no income or no plans. We had no water, no 

electricity. No gas, no phone. We would get water from the creek. And to use the bathroom, we would 

urinate and drop feces in gallon jugs or gallon cans and they would be laid throughout the home.  

 

The sort of person my father was was, if I didn't see him drunk if I'd ever seen him sober, I would 

think something was wrong with him, because I've always known him to be under the influence of 

alcohol and he was abusive when he was drunk. He didn't care. My parents always said I was retarded, 

but I didn't know what it meant. I just thought that it was something to do with the way I was.  

 

My mother was receiving a social security check for mental retardation. I was never allowed to play 

with the other siblings. My mother told them that I was sick and, if they played with me or talked to 

me, they would end up sick too. So she wouldn't let them talk to me or play with me, so I was always 

alone. But sometimes, my sister would steal a can of apple sauce from the kitchen and take it up on the 

hill and bust it open on a rock and feed it to me, just because my mother wouldn't feed me. She would 

always try to make sure that I didn't die of starvation or something.  

 

The place where I would normally sleep was at the foot of my mother's bed and tied down to the bed. I 

always thought that that was normal. At one point, my social worker bought me a bunch of clothes. 

And she bought a big trunk to keep them in. And we went home and my mother did what she always 

does. She got everything and gave it away to the other kids so they would look nice going to school. 

And she put the trunk at the foot of her bed and put me in it. That way, she knew I couldn't get out at 

night time and run around or do anything. Little did she know, that was more comfortable than 

sleeping on the floor.  

 

My social worker would come to the house regularly to make sure that I was okay. And, one day, my 

mom beat me really bad and I had blood marks on my back and my back of my legs and she told my 

father, she said, "You have to fix this, 'cause she's gonna be here tomorrow, she's gonna see it and 

she's gonna take Joey away and we won't get his check this month." So my dad said he would take 

care of it and he took me out back. And he tied me down to a set of box springs. And after he'd had me 

tied down, he put gasoline on my back and set me on fire. And I was screaming bloody murder, 

because it burnt so bad.  

 

Growing up, I was in 17 different institutions in four different states. I was sexually abused whenever I 

went to the institutions that I was in. I thought it was something that everyone deals with and puts up 

with. I was happy to be in the institutions that I was in, because they fed me, they clothed me and I 

wasn't getting beat every day and I was able to eat. They would have me stay there for a while. 
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And the judge would release me back to my mother and father. My family would never keep in 

contact with me in any of the facilities I was in. And they moved without telling me that they had ever 

moved. When we moved to Marion, Ohio our house had a bathroom in it for the very first time. It was 

a nice city. And a lot of times, at night time, I would just walk the streets just to get a peace of mind, to 

escape the abuse. One time, my mother said that she was going to whup me and I accidentally set a 

stack of clothes on fire. And it set the kitchen on fire, which engulfed and caught the wall on fire. And 

here comes a bunch of fire trucks and police. The sirens was going and the lights was flashing. We had 

to go stay somewhere else and I realized that my mother had forgot to beat me. So I learned from an 

early age, if I set a fire, I'm not gonna get beat. After that, I believe I was sent to a institution and they 

was running tests on me and said that I was a pyromaniac. But that wasn't the case at all. No one really 

knew why I always set the fires.  

 

My brother-in-law told me, if we can get her to the Columbus Hospital, then she could make it, 'cause 

they would take better care of her. So he said that we needed to go somewhere and do a crash and 

grab. Just grab something and then run out. And he came up with the, um, item as being a VCR. And I 

told him, I said, "I know someone that has one. I believe she has one." And he said, "Who?" And I 

said, "Ruth Predmore." The lady that we had done odd jobs for before. So we went down to the house. 

And he was trying the back door and I was trying the front door. I was thinking, "If she's in there, she's 

gonna hear us.She might call the police." So I took a knife out of my pocket and went beside the house 

to cut the phone line. But when I went back onto the porch, to the door, Ruth Predmore was there and 

she said, "What are you doing? Get away from here!" And it startled me and I was scared, so I just 

swung the knife and I ran. About two hours later, I went back to the house. And I was walking really 

slow and scared, not knowing what to expect. And when I went to the front door, I opened it real slow 

and I could see her body was laying on the floor. I was scared. But I still was in need of helping my 

sister, so that's why I proceeded to go through the house and get what I thought was of value and then 

exit out the back door.  

 

Miss Predmore should have never died at my hands. She was a very sweet, caring, generous, giving 

person and I'm very remorseful for what I had done. And it should have never happened. During the 

trial, we had caseworkers and social workers come to trial to give testimony. And that's when I 

realized that, "Okay, what I went through, that's not normal. It's not right and now I'm gonna be 

sentenced to death, not even knowing what a real family is like."  

 

The first time I remember being sexually abused, it was a black man in Clay County. He made alcohol 

for the residents around. He was called a moonshiner. And my dad loved going there, getting drunk, 

and, one day, he took me with him. And we went to a bus that was abandoned beside the road, and 

that's where, um, Al lived at, who made the moonshine. And my dad took me in the bus and said he 
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wanted some alcohol and Al said he don't have none. And my dad said, "Well, I've got my son here 

and you can have your way with him. Just give me a jug of alcohol." So Al took me to the back of the 

bus where they had a mattress and he undressed me. And I wasn't thinking anything of it and then he 

got undressed and laid me on the mattress and got on top of me and raped me anally. And I was 

screaming for my dad, "Please help me, Dad.He's hurting me, help me." And he just sat in a chair, 

drinking his alcohol and acting like he couldn't even hear me. And then after he grunted like a pig and 

got off of me, I ran out of the bus and ran home butt naked. And it was about a half a mile away. And 

when I got home, I was yelling, "Mom, help me, help me!" And then, whenever I got to the house, she 

come out on the porch and she said, "What's wrong?" And I said, "He hurt me, he hurt me." And then 

Mom took me in the house and whupped me, because she thought I was playing in the creek and took 

my clothes off and got cut by glass that was in the creek and that's why I had blood on my buttocks 

and the back of my legs. At this time when this happened, I was six years old.  

 

My visit with Peg Kavanagh, the victim's niece was very emotional. I just started crying and she 

started crying and she said, "Honey, your parents should be the ones locked up. Not you." And then 

we really embraced each other and it was a true, honest, love, forgiveness hug and it made us both cry 

even more.  And, um she took part in getting me off of death row. I was within my last 30 days of life. 

So I was isolated from everyone. And the warden came and he said, uh "Murphy, we've got something 

for you." I said, "Okay. What's up?" He said, "The governor granted clemency." And I almost just 

wanted to fall down and start crying and he said, "Murphy, I don't want no hug." I said, "Okay."  After 

that, he asked me do I want to call my attorney and I said, "Yeah, I need to." And from the sounds of 

it, there was a room full of people at the Ohio Public Defender's office. They was all in there 

celebrating. She said, "We did it. We finally did it. It was worth fighting for." And it was as tearful for 

her as it was for me, because she had worked really hard to get me off of death row. It was very 

emotional and overwhelming that finally people care. A lot of times, I would walk on the walkways in 

the prison yard and just look at the sky and walk through the grass and give thanks to God that I'm 

there and that I'm alive and somehow is there a way that I can make a difference? Now I actually have 

a life. So, given that chance, I'm doing everything that I can possibly do to make that chance count for 

something and to do something constructive and meaningful. Making friends with inmates, 

understanding their problems and trying to help them. If I was to ever leave prison, it would be God's 

will and it would be something that he wanted. But, for myself, I am content just living a life in prison, 

because I've adapted to prison. I accept this punishment. And I'm okay with it.  

 

SEASON 2 EPISODE 7: CHARLES ARMENTROUT (LK9) 

 

I think it's fair to say that I destroyed my family a long time ago. When I shot my father and even 

before that. Then, I think I hurt my family again. I mean like soul-wrenching pain. You know, people 



149 
 

always want to say, "I'm sorry." That doesn't work. When you ring a bell the bell doesn't unring. You 

can't unravel time and go back.  

 

Uh, my name is Charles Armentrout. During my younger years, everyone called me Billy. Hey, this is 

a true story. I'll start it off like that. Uh, I was born in St. Louis City. St. Louis Hospital, August 2nd, 

1965. I wasn't too old when my parents got separated. Probably six or seven years old, maybe. I 

remember my stepdad and my mom getting together. I think the relationship with my stepfather is 

where all the anger started appearing. He didn't physically abuse me so much, as he did verbally and 

mentally abuse me. And I think over time that took a toll on me. When you got an adult all the time 

telling you you're stupid, you're dumb, that has that plays a factor in your development. And I think 

that's where all the negative behavior started coming from.  

 

When I was 18, me and my stepdad were not getting along at all to the point of almost physical blows 

between the two of us. And my father called me and he said, "You're 18, you can come live with me 

and your mother can't say anything." So I moved in with my father. At first it was fine, but now that I 

look back on it, I was not making the right choices. I was just in a bad place. I wanted to be the bad 

guy. I started robbing gas stations. After I robbed my first gas station, I seen it was easy, so I robbed 

another. Uh, that robbery turned into another robbery. I was a loose cannon. The thrill was intense.  

 

I can remember vividly a very prominent point and I was talking to myself, I was having a 

conversation with myself. And I said, "If you keep doing this, if you keep going down this road, you're 

going to end up dying or messing up really bad. You've got to stop." And I said to myself, "Screw it." 

From that point on, it got worse. I started stealing money from my father. He caught me writing 

checks on his account and he got really pissed. I thought he was going to kick me out of the house. 

And I was worried that I would have to go back to my stepfather. And I knew my stepfather was going 

to be on me. I couldn't I couldn't do it.  I felt like I was in a corner. And I didn't have no way out. 

Yeah, I had some type of insanity at that point in time. I waited for my father to come home. We have 

a door up the stairs and I was on the other side of the door. When he reached for the doorknob, I 

started to fire. I forget exactly how many times I hit him. I think six, maybe seven, out of nine shots. 

Uh I ambushed him. He didn't do anything wrong to me. 'Cause he really didn't. I didn't care. I cared 

about me. Man, I was a monster. The police wanted him to prosecute, but he didn't want to prosecute 

me. He thought I was he thought I was insane. During the hours after my father was shot, the police 

department's realized that I had robbed several gas stations. I was arrested for that, charged and 

sentenced several months later to 19 years. I served ten of that in the Department of Corrections.  

 

When I was released at 28, the only person that was prepared to accept me on parole, because I had to 

have a place to parole to, was my grandmother. Inez Notter. My father's mother. She was a firecracker. 
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She was small in stature. She had a big heart. Uh And ultimately, she forgave me for shooting her son. 

Absolutely incredible. The neighborhood was the Bevo Mill area, in South St. Louis. It was a good 

neighborhood. Quiet. But at that time, I was hanging around the wrong people, wanting to be the life 

of the party, the big shot. Uh, Roger Brannan was he was weird, but he was cool. We'd hang out at his 

house, smoke weed, party. Rick Lacey was different than Roger Brannan. Rick Lacey was a guy's guy. 

He was a dope fiend. He was a petty criminal. And we just hung out, we did drugs, all the time, 24/7. I 

started hanging around with this one girl. And she introduced me to cocaine. And once I started, it just 

bit me and I couldn't shake it. I would ask my grandmother for money. And she would give me 

money. And then, she started not giving me money. So I stole checks and started writing checks on her 

account, and stealing money. Uh, she found out about it, confronted me with it, and I was like, "I'm 

sorry, Grandma. I'm I didn't mean it .I'll pay it back."  And about a week later, my car got impounded. 

I didn't have no money. And I went home to my grandmother's house and tried to get some money. 

And she refused. The only way I thought I could get some money was to rob her. Uh Beat her up. This 

is pretty gruesome, but it went from robbing to when I first swung the bat. Then I knew I had to kill 

her. I followed her in her bedroom and I started beating her with the bat. I beat her until she was 

unconscious, tied her up and laid her on the bed, rifled the drawers, found some money, left. Yeah 

that's what I did, and I killed her. I came back the next day took the body and hid it in a trunk in the 

basement and tried to clean up the scene.  

 

I was doing ICVC. Several of the inmates were people that I were close with, that knew me, and then 

when Randy Knese did the last chapter, which is homicide and he talked about his crime and then we 

went around the room I finally said, "I murdered my grandmother." To absolute astonishment of 

everybody in the room. I said her name was Inez Notter. And I beat her to death with a baseball bat. 

And when I said that, all of the people that were on that panel had an understanding that for once in 

my life, I took ownership of my choices. It wasn't that I didn't know I did it. It was that it was so 

painful that I couldn't acknowledge doing it, uh, in any meaningful way.  

 

I am sorry. But how do I express it? I can't. However I can be a better person and a different person. 

Someone so much so different that they wouldn't recognize my actions, my thoughts or the way I 

conduct myself. You know, people always want to say, "I'm sorry." That doesn't work. When you ring 

a bell, the bell doesn't unring. You can't unravel time and go back. I think it's fair to say that I 

destroyed my family a long time ago.  

 

When I shot my father and even before that. Yeah, my dad was a hard man. To say that my dad was 

worse than any other bad dad Okay, maybe he was. Maybe that's the only way he knew. Did I see him 

be abusive to my stepmother? Yes. Was he abusive to me? Sure. Could that have been the reason that I 
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shot him? It probably is in that ball. But you have to understand that it's just not one solitary thing. It's 

a culmination of things.  

 

The reason for not being honest about the murder of my grandmother, it has multiple layers. I think the 

first and foremost layer is denial, on my part, that I could have done such a such an act to someone 

who loved me. I think the second layer is that I didn't want to face that. Uh I didn't want to accept it. I 

wanted to blame everybody else. My mental psychology was such that there were times when reality 

and fantasy started to blend. To a point where I wouldn't even acknowledge it to myself in my 

thoughts. I buried the feelings so deep that there were times when I was actually convinced that Rick 

did it. I had never had an opportunity to contact Rick. To let him know that I had stopped blaming him 

and taken responsibility for the murder of my grandmother. When learning that he passed once again, 

it's, you know, another layer of pain that I didn't get a chance to tell him, "Hey, man, I'm sorry.I didn't 

mean to do that.But I did." Uh, my family contact is limited to very few. My fault. I've caused them so 

much pain, I can't expect them to forgive me on any level. The only people that I have been in contact 

with and were in contact with was my Uncle Bobby Wacker That was up until his death. And my 

stepsister Wendy, and my stepmother Mary. And then we just fell off a little bit.  

 

Well, after one of my interviews with the team, I got an email from my sister. I hadn't heard from her 

since 2009. And I believe she's coming up to see me today. It'll be the first time I've seen her since we 

were young. And I always missed communicating with her. Because those childhood memories are 

some of the best that I've got. It was the highlight of my life to visit my dad on the weekends and 

spend time with my sister. I've been dishonorable for most of my existence. I will not be dishonorable 

anymore. I will be honorable in every action that I do. If you're truly remorseful, and you truly 

recognize the devastation that you caused by taking another person's life, I think you can move on 

from it. Apologize, make amends. Mean it. Own it. 

 

 

 


