










to the Songhai tribe). MUJAO paid attention to kidnapping for ransom practice since 
2011, when the group was born. Then, MUJAO kidnapped three European aid workers 
in Tindouf, Algeria, on October 23, 2011. In April 2012 this group kidnapped seven 
Algerian diplomats at their Consulate in Gao, and one Portuguese in December also in 
northern Mali.13

Concerning the Algerian hostages, three were released and the Vice-Consul, Tahar 
Touati, was killed. In April 2013, three Algerian diplomats and the Portuguese remain 
in the hands of  MUJAO.14 This group has focused its attacks on Algerian interests (two 
suicide attacks in the Algerian territory, in Tamanrasset and Ouargla, in 2012, and the 
kidnappings in Tindouf  and Gao) but its projection is regional, acting in northern Mali, 
mainly in the Gao region.

MUJAO is not the only group that has emulated the AQIM’s practice of   kidnapping 
in the region.15 In May 2011, ‘Al Qaida in the Lands Beyond the Sahel’ claimed the 
kidnapping of  a British and an Italian in the first kidnapping of  Westerners in Nigeria. 
The terrorists sent a video in December 2011 and demanded 5 million of  euros following 
the AQIM’s strategy. The two hostages were killed by the terrorists in March 2012, in 
the context of  a Nigerian & British operation to release them.16 Also in Nigeria, on 
December 19, 2012 thirty members of  Ansaru, a splinter group of  Boko Haram that 
officially emerged in 2012 but is considered connected to the May 2011 kidnappings, 
attacked a ‘Vergnet Co.’ facility in Katsina, closed to the Niger border, and kidnapped a 
French engineer.

In the third week of  February 2013, 14 foreign nationals were kidnapped in northern 
Nigeria and Cameroon in two separate actions. Seven workers of  the Lebanese company 
“Setraco” were kidnapped in Jamare, northern state of  Bauchi, Nigeria, and on March 
11, Ansaru claimed their execution.17 Seven members of  a French family were kidnapped 
by Boko Haram near the Nigerian border in Cameroon on February 19, 2013.18 Up 
to this kidnapping, Boko Haram had only included Nigerian targets and acted only in 

13 See DENÉCÉ, E., Forces spéciales et groupes d’intervention antiterroristes algériens, Paris, Bulletin de 
Documentation Numèro 5 du Centre Français de Recherche sur le Renseignement Cf2R, January 2013, p. 7.

14 “Medelci à propos des otages algériens au Mali: “Pas de garantie qu’ ils soient en vie”, El Watan (Algeria), 
April 2, 2013, in <www.elwatan.com>.

15 See the list of foreigners kidnapped by AQIM and the MUJAO along 2012 in Alexander, Yonah, Terrorism 
in North Africa&the Sahel in 2012, Arlington VA, Inter-University Center for Terrorism Studies-Potomac Institute 
for Policy Studies, February 2013, p. 27.

16 ORDAZ, P., “Italia pide explicaciones a Reino Unido por la muerte de un rehén en Nigeria”, El País, 
March 10, 2012, p. 8.

17 See “Nigeria: une video sur Internet affirme montrer les corps d’otages d’Ansaru”, El Watan (Algeria),March, 
11, 2013, in <www.elwatan.com>.

18 CEMBRERO, I,, “Un grupo radical rapta en Camerún a una familia con cuatro menores”, El País, February 
20, 2013, p. 8.
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the Nigerian territory avoiding kidnappings. Once again, a chronology of  kidnappings 
is useful in order to demonstrate than the ‘AQIM model’ is becoming central in the 
strategies of  an increasing number of  terrorist groups acting in the region.

MUJAO is defined as a split of  AQIM, Ansaru as a split of  Boko Haram, and the 
Belmokhtar group as a split of  AQIM. In fact, interaction among them is frequent, 
provoking confusion among analysts and security officials. For instance, Mohamed 
Amine Bencheneb, who was killed by the Algerian forces in the In Amenas plant, was 
involved in the Tindouf  kidnapping in October 2011 reflecting a connection between 
MUJAO and the Belmokhtar group splitted from AQIM in 2012.19

The kidnapping and killing of  Western nationals by the four groups, and the 
MUJAO and Boko Haram kidnappings in Algeria and Cameroon are reflecting not only 
specialization but also a reinforcement of  their trans-border ambitions. Ansaru had 
kidnapped foreigners, and is increasing its activities attacking nationals including military 
involved with the intervention in Mali.20

IV. CONCLUSIONS

AQIM remains active and central in its criminal enterprise of  kidnapping for ransom 
to finance their operations. The “Serval Operation” is seriously undermining the means 
of  Jihadist-Salafist groups, but up to now it has not been able to release the hostages 
remaining in the hands of  AQIM and MUJAO in Mali. One of  the French hostages in 
the hands of  AQIM, Philipe Verdon, who was kidnapped in northern Mali in September 
2011, is even supposed to have been killed in March.21 Concerning Ansaru and Boko 
Haram, most recent kidnappings are significant shifts in these groups’ targets and tactics.

Kipnappings before and after the French&African military intervention in northern 
Mali are a dense web of  overlapping, and sometimes contradictory, questions and 
mysteries about not only AQIM, MUJAO and the Nigerian Jihadist organizations as 
such groups, but also about particular individuals such as Belmokhtar, Abu Zeid, and 
others. The complexity of  trying to understand the kidnapping strategies of  them, and 
the connections among these groups, doesn’t mean that there is no connection, but it 
does make it difficult to evaluate. The ability of  these terrorist groups for keeping their 
hostages in the context of  the military offensive initiated on January 11 indicates that the 
threat remains in the region.

19 See Cf2R: “In Amenas, January 16, 2013, ouvert par la radio”, Renseigneur Alerte, January 27, 2013, p. 2, 
in <http://twitter.com/renseignor>

20 See BEY, M., TACK, S., “The Rise of a New Nigerian Militant Group”, Stratfor, February 21, 2013, in 
<www.stratfor.com>.

21 “Mali: AQMI annonce l’ exécution d’ un otage français, Paris ne confirme pas”, El Watan (Algeria), March 
20. 2013, in <www.elwatan.com>.
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