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Abstract
A contextualized study of the sigillata from an excavation at the so-called East or Carteia Gate in Baelo Claudia is presented. This 
work revealed the transformation that this area of the city underwent from the Julio-Claudian era to the 6th century AD. Construc-
tion debris, rubbish dumps, as well as material from a funerary context all contribute to compose a very complete image of how 
the commercial pattern of consumption of fine wares appears in this important settlement: and so reveals more of the dynamics 
of trade in the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Resumen
Se presenta un estudio contextualizado de las sigillatas localizadas en una intervención en la denominada Puerta Este o de Car-
teia en Baelo Claudia. Esta excavación permitió conocer la fisonomía de este punto de la ciudad desde época julio-claudia hasta 
el siglo VI d.C. Se alternan contextos constructivos, de vertido así como de necrópolis que aportan una visión muy completa de 
cómo fue la pauta de consumo de este tipo de vajilla fina en un enclave de vital importancia para conocer la dinámica comercial 
del Círculo del Estrecho.

Keywords
Baelo Claudia; sigillata; Gate of Carteia; dump; necropolis. 
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Belo, important marché espagnol  
de la céramique de la Graufesenque

Sillières 1977

1. Introduction

Baelo Claudia is one of the most studied Hispanic sites with reference to the commercial dynamics of 
Gaulish terra sigillata in Hispania (Fig. 1). Plentiful studies have convincingly asserted that this place forms 
a crucial reference point in any number of ceramic investigations. The publications of Sillières (1977), 
Bourgeois and Mayet (1989) or, more recently, Bustamante (2010) offer wide overviews of the table-
ware consumed here. However, these studies, mostly, have had to face the problem of analyzing decon-
textualized pieces or, at least, without precise information of the contexts where they were recovered.

Faced with this problem and utilizing material found by the University of Cádiz in 2005 at that sec-
tion of the eastern wall coinciding with the Puerta de Carteia (more information about this work may be 
seen in Arévalo et al., 2006 and 2016), we have decided to take this opportunity to examine the Gaulish 
sigillata in relation to the other groups of fine tableware located here, analyzing them by their contexts. 

BUSTAMANTE-ÁLVAREZ, Macarena; BERNAL-CASASOLA, Darío & ARÉVALO GONZÁLEZ, Alicia (2021) - The Gaulish terra sigillata in Baelo Claudia. Analysis of 
the contexts from the 'Puerta de Carteia'. In Viegas, Catarina & Bustamante-Álvarez, Macarena (eds.), South Gaulish sigillata in Southwest Hispania. Circulation and 
Consumption. Estudos & Memórias, 18. Lisboa: UNIARQ - Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa, p.151-175.
https://doi.org/10.51427/10451/50281
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This examination will allow us to observe the patterns of consumption of the tableware in the city within 
a very precise chronological frame, concentrating on the first two centuries of the Christian era.

The main objective of this study, then, is to observe over time, and so comprehend, the com-
mercial activity in this Baetican city, based on the fine tableware consumed. The value of this study is 
in the nature of the findspot, a huge dumping ground at the gates of the city – running from the begin-
ning of the Julio-Claudian dynasty until the 6th century AD (Bernal et al., 2011). The analysis is anchored 
in the stratigraphy that, without question, grants us a new level of precision in investigating the fine 
tableware, in time and for its source of origin.

Group MNI Percentage in this 
study

Percentage in other publications 
(Bourgeois and Mayet, 1991: 383)

Campanian black-gloss A 1 0,084 -

Italic terra sigillata 113 9,5 6,90

Gaulish terra sigillata 816 68,6 24,34

Peñaflor-type sigillata 44 3,7 -

Hispanic terra sigillata 151 12,7 10,53

ARSW-A 25 2,1 21,90

ARSW-C 5 0,42 8,91

ARSW-D 31 2,6 25,15

Claire B 1 0,084 -

Luisante 1 0,084 0,81

Phocaean red slip ware 1 0,084 1,31

Orange DSP 1 0,084 -

Table 1 – Quantity of pottery fragments: studied pieces comparing with previous publications.

Fig. 1 – Location of Baelo Claudia in the Iberian Peninsula.
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The analysis involves a total of 1190 MNI (=Minimum Number of Individuals): it is divided by per-
centage and quantitatively into ceramic groups as explained (Table 1).

Although dealing with a wide stratigraphy as mentioned above, even the briefest of glances re-
veals an impression of the process of soil deposition that took place, focusing on the second and third 
quarters of 1st century AD. Placing the data in the diagram in chronological order – i.e. from the earliest 
to the latest products, the quantitatively most important concentration occurs at this early period. 
The ceramics consumed at that time reached 96,6% (Italic terra sigillata, Gaulish terra sigillata, Peñaflor, 
Hispanic terra sigillata and ARSW-A) (Fig. 2).

Concerning the ceramics, this study addresses matters such as:

- Establishing the beginning of the arrival of the imported products.
- Defining the main forms consumed and the possible existence of a typical ‘table service’ 

in the area.
- Assessing the causes behind both a disproportionate presence and/or absence of some 

ceramic groups.
- Comparing the dynamics of consumption with respect to the adjacent Coast of the Strait 

of Gibraltar and any possible implications emerging on the management of the South Iberian 
trade.

This study also raises some questions related to the historical-chronological nature of the area 
excavated: the chronology of the construction and subsequent repair of the eastern wall, the dating 
for the start and end of the dumping, as well as that for the change in purpose when it served as a 
necropolis in Late Roman period.

Fig. 2 – Quantitative graph of the groups of pottery identified.
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2. The contexts of the Julio-Claudian dynasty

The deepest levels of the dump allowed investigation into the construction of the eastern wall. 
Traditionally, its chronology had been tied to the time of Augustus (Bernal et al., 2011: 74). The context 
here explored indeed placed this construction in the Late-Augustan years. The stratigraphical units 
involved presented but a little material, but significant enough to provide chronological precision.

In these contexts, 21 pieces of fine tableware were recovered: 57,14% correspond to Italic sigillata, 
33,33% to Gaulish and 9,52% to Peñaflor-type ceramics. These percentages look normal enough if we 
take into account the general dynamics of the Círculo del Estrecho, where the Italic sigillata dominates 
the Southern market until the reign of Claudius (Bustamante, 2010: 160), at which time the Gaulish sigil-
lata monopolizes the entire market.

The key to dating this moment are the Italic sigillata present in several forms. There is a predomi-
nance of cups and a lack of plates, a pattern also repeated with the Gaulish sigillata. The Italic pieces 
come from two workshops that compete for the dominance in the general area: Pisa and Arezzo. In these 
first moments, the predominance of Arezzo is detected, but as time goes by, Pisa takes control of the 
Baetican coastal area in the Straits of Gibraltar region.

The main identified pieces are single examples of Consp. 12.2., 18.1. (Fig. 3, 2), Consp. 20 (Fig. 
3, 4), Consp. 23, 31.1, 32.1, 32.2, 50.3.1 (Fig. 3, 12), R. 3.1. (Fig. 3, 10 and 13), as well as some indetermi-
nate forms. As we can see, the latest chronological limit of these pieces is AD 30. All these examples 
located in this context are widely represented in Baelo Claudia, as is concluded too in other studies 
(Bustamante, 2010: 159).

The second most well represented group of origin would be that of the Gaulish sigillata. The pre-
dominance of pieces from La Graufesenque is clear; in fact, in this study only one specimen of a different 
provenance has been located, specifically from Montans. Although the pieces are few in number, they 
do represent very clearly the situation existing just as this production is starting to take off. First, the 
predominance of the cups (Drag 24/25, Fig. 3, 11 and Drag. 27, Fig. 3, 5), being Drag. 24/25 more numer-
ous. These pieces would form a table service, along with plates, possibly Drag. 18 (Fig. 3, 3 and 7). The 
form Drag. 27a attested is in the van at this peak moment of consumption, being the piece that most 
widely appears in the Baelo record throughout the 1st century AD. A Drag. 15/17 in its earliest variant also 
appears (Fig. 3, 1), as well as some Ritt. 9 (Fig. 3, 6 and 8). Fragmented specimens difficult to assign were 
also located (Fig. 3, 9). Concerning the stamps, the following have been identified (Table 2):

Peñaflor-type ceramics appear at a very low rate. The two examples known clearly reflect the 
table service consumed in southern Iberia: namely that consisting of the Martinez I/Celti 14/imitation 
of Consp. 8.3 and the Martínez II/Consp. 2.1. Chronologically, we can be sure that this form is typical of 
the first Julio-Claudian moments. Moreover, its absence in the Tiberian contexts, as is the case of the 

Form Reading Potter
(Samian Research Database)

Ritt. 9 COP Copio? (I d.C.)

Drag. 27 RV truncated -

Drag. 27 (.)VIII -

Ritt. 9 (Fig. 3, 8) VI(.) -

- [.]MON -

- SENOMA[.] Senomant (AD 30-60?)

Table 2 – Gaulish stamps identified in the first phase.
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necropolis of Constancia (Córdoba), reveals its very short lifespan (Vaquerizo, Garriguet and Vargas, 
2005). The identification of these forms in the deposit B of Capote (Zarzalejos, 2003: 134-135, Fig. 30, 
nº 495-497) further points to this reign as a key date.

In these initial moments, although only a few examples are available, it is very clear we are 
observing the beginning of the Early Imperial commercial circuit. Thus, the dominance of Italian 
sigillata (57,14%) and the beginning of the Gaulish (33,33%) are the predominant points to note. Hispanic 
production is underrepresented, with just some pieces of Peñaflor-type ceramics (9,52%). There is no 
sign of any products in Hispanic sigillata, such as the first generation material of the Andújar potters.

Fig. 3 – Context from the Augustan period. Drag. 15/17 and 18 (1, 3 and 7), Drag. 27 (5), Ritt. 9 (6 and 8), 
indeterminate (9) and Drag. 24/25 (11), Consp. 18.1 (2), Consp. 20 (4), variant R. 3.1. (10), possible R.3.1. (13) and 
cup of the Consp. 50. 3.1 (12).
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2.1. Ceramic evidence of a possible traumatic event from the time of Claudius

In the middle of the 1st century, more specifically between the years AD 40-60 , an earthquake has been 
recorded archaeologically (Silva et al., 2005), an event that changed the appearance of the city. In the 
studied contexts, a series of strata, associated with structural repairs to the wall, are included: by the 
details of their nature, said strata can be dated to between the years AD 25-50. They may reflect the 
after-effects of this natural catastrophe.

In these contexts 105 pieces were recovered: Italic, Gaulish and Peñaflor. In addition, there is a 
specimen of Hispanic sigillata that was considered an intrusion. By percentages, the red-gloss Gaulish 
sigillata are the predominant group with 73 specimens (69,52%), followed by Italian (19,04%), marbled 
Gaulish sigillata (6,6%), Peñaflor-type (3,80%) and the single Hispanic sigillata (0,95%).

Within the Gaulish sigillata the red-gloss version dominates. All identified come from the workshop 
of La Graufesenque. The morphology of the pieces displays little variety and the types are repetitive. 
The table service of the period combines the plate Drag. 18 (23,28%) (Fig. 4, 1 and 3) together with the 
cup Drag. 27 (28,76%) (Fig. 4, 8). There is also a Drag. 27 cup with a cruciform element as graffito, the 
property mark most repeated in Baelo Claudia.

Other plain forms collected are the plates Drag. 15/17 (10,95%), with the cup Ritt. 9 (1,36%) (Fig. 4, 7), 
Ritt. 8 (6,85%) (Fig. 4, 2) and Drag. 24/25 (1,36%), all at lower percentages. As for the decorated types, the 
preference is for Drag. 30 (15,06%) with very simple decoration. Among the decorative subjects favoured, 
we highlight the borders with ovolos and plant-derived motifs. The following Table 3 lists all the stamps.

Concerning the marbled sigillata, they are but few, most concentrated in the following decades. 
Drag. 15/17, 27 or Ritt. 8 are the most consumed pieces now.

In numbers recovered, the Gaulish sigillata is followed by the Italian. A greater variety of pieces 
can be defined here. A parity exists between plates and cups, in contrast to what we have seen with 
the Gaulish, where the cups stand out as the main form. The Italian products come mainly from the Pisa 
workshop, and to a lesser extent from Arezzo, reversing the pattern of success seen in the previous 
periods. Among the cups, we highlight Consp. 23.1 (Fig. 4, 9), Consp. 27.1, 33.1, 33.2, 34.1, as well as the 
large Ritt. 5 and 12. Chronologically, we observe a homogeneity that has allowed us to adjust the dating 
of these strata to the proposed period. Thus, the forms Consp. 33.1, 33.2, 20.1. and the Ritt. 5 clearly 
belong to this period alone, being absent in later facies. With the plates, we highlight Consp. 4.5 (Fig. 4, 6) 
and Consp. 19.1, 20.1, 21.3 and 20.4 (Fig. 4, 4). Among them, Consp. 19.1 is what allows us to confirm 
our proposal. The decorated pieces are scarce and very fragmentary (Fig. 4, 10): we can only observe 

Form Transcription Potter
(Samian Research Database)

Drag. 27 [.] M -

- (·)ALIT -

Drag. 27 OF LVCI Lucius i (AD 30-65)

- [.]IIII[.] -

Drag. 27 [.]ICCI Lucceius i (AD 30-65)

Drag. 27 OF·ANI Annius i (Nero)

Drag. 27 (·)ALIT -

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 9) ·CO -

Drag. 27 (Fig. 4, 8) PA (.) -

Table 3 – Identified Gaulish stamps of the Neronian phase.
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some plant-derived motifs and guilloché elements. Only two sigilla are known (Table 4), both in planta 
pedis – one is very fragmentary and in the other we read [.] IT · T · I.

At this period, the Peñaflor-type production suffers a setback, largely because of the influx and 
quality of the Gaulish sigillata. Only imitations of Pompeian red-slip forms have been located – Mart. III, 
as well as a piece of Mart. I cup (Fig. 4, 5). This falling away will increase as the Neronian era goes on.

The single piece of the Hispanic sigillata of form 44 recovered we consider as a clear intrusion. 
We came to this conclusion because this form imitates the Gaulish product that only begins in the later 
Domitian period (Passelac and Vernhet, 1993: 574). Hispanic sigillata production was centred on the 
second half of the 2nd century (Mayet, 1984: 75), extending into the 3rd, as a context near Valentia 
demonstrates (Escrivá, 1989: 160). In a recent stratigraphical study, carried out by ourselves, we raised 
the possibility that the start of Hispanic production would occur with the Flavian dynasty, with the 
Trajanic era marking its greatest splendour (Bustamante, 2013: 209-213).

In addition to the specific chronological input each one of the above pieces makes, the absence of 
some other forms that later prevail (e.g. Drag. 37 type) make it certain that this series of contexts does 
not date beyond the middle of the 1st century AD. This fits perfectly with the timing of the earthquake 
that seems to devastate the city at this time.

Fig. 4 – Context of the Claudian period. Drag. 18 (1 and 3), Ritt. 8 (2), Drag. 27 (8) and possible variant of Ritt. 9 (7). 
Peñaflor-type Mart I cup (5). Italic forms of Consp. 4.5 (6), Consp. 20.4 (4), Consp. 23 (9) and R. 1 (10).

SU Form Reading Shape Potter

111 - [.]IT·T·I In p.p. -

111 - fingers[.] In p.p. -

Table 4 – Identified Gaulish stamps of the Neronian phase.
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2.2. From the Late Neronian period until the end of the 1st century AD

For reasons so far unclear, in Neronian times a garbage dump accumulated at these same city gates 
(Bernal et al., 2011). Such an event should not surprise us: it seems the slovenly behaviour typical of 
this period. The dump grew massively in just forty years, from the Late Neronian to the Early Antonine 
periods. The major importance of this record is that it is both spatially and chronologically limited and so 
contextualized. The value increases still further when it is realized that the ceramic production undergoes 
a number of significant vicissitudes: there is the decline of the Gaulish products, the beginning of Hispanic 
sigillata figlinae, as well as the arrival of some of the North African products, most specifically the ARSW-A.

From this chronological facies, we identified 761 pieces of fine tableware that are divisible thus: 
red-gloss Gaulish sigillata (65,83%), marbled Gaulish sigillata (9,72%), Italic sigillata (7,62%), Hispanic 
sigillata (9,85%), ARSW-A (0,65%) and Peñaflor-type (4,46%).

Starting with the analysis of the Italic sigillata, its volume is clearly falling away now. There are few 
fragments to be associated with the types Consp. 19.1 (Fig. 5, 4), Consp. 20.1 (Fig. 5, 11), Consp. 23 and 
Consp. 20.4 (Fig. 5, 6 and 8). Also, some very fragmentary examples exist that we cannot associate with 
any particular type (Fig. 5, 1).

Concerning the Gaulish forms, even though they are the ones mostly represented, little typologi-
cal variety is discerned. Only one item can be assigned to the Montans workshop, the others being clearly 
from La Graufesenque. The table service existing in previous periods – Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 1-3, 5, 6, 8-9, 11-14 
and 23) and Drag. 18 (Fig. 6, 1-3, 6 and 10-15) (with 94 and 90 pieces respectively) – is now expanded. It 
may also be represented by a service composed of Drag. 15/17 (Fig. 5, 2-3, 7, 9, 12 and 13) and Drag. 24/25 
(Fig. 9, 1-2, 4-5, 7, 11-13, 9-10 and 19) (with 40 and 35 pieces respectively). As for other forms, we draw 
attention to Drag. 22, Drag. 4/22 (Fig. 5, 10 and 14-15), Drag. 35/36 (Fig. 7, 1, 4-6, and 8-9), Ritt. 8 (Fig. 8, 17 
and 20-22), Hermet 31, Kn. 78 or Ritt. 9. Among the decorated pieces are to be found Drag. 37 (Fig. 13, 1, 
3, 4 and 8-10), followed by Drag. 29 (Fig. 11), Drag. 30 (Fig. 12) and one example of Ritt. 5 (Fig. 13, 5). In 
all this, it is the form Drag. 35/36, as well as the predominance of Drag. 37, that make up the typological 
pointers that place the Flavian table service, par excellence.

In this period, 27 specimens of sigilla have been located. Mainly, the potters’ stamps were identified 
on the forms Drag. 27, 18 and Ritt. 8, set in a simple rectangular stamp-frame.

The significant volume of marbled sigillata identified at this period is of consequence. Among the 
forms, Drag. 18 and 27 dominate (with 15 pieces each) and Drag. 24/25 and 15/17 (with 4 pieces each) 
seem to replicate the table service of the red-gloss Gaulish sigillata. Next frequent are the forms Drag. 22, 
29, 35/36, with Ritt. 8. The decorations present include plant-derived motifs, as well as the ovolo.

In this period (from Late Neronian to Domitian), 9,72% of the fine tableware is of this type of 
pottery. This data is significantly higher than the percentage earlier given by Bourgeois and Mayet, of 
4,3%. Now Baelo Claudia is clearly seen as the Hispanic settlement that most prolifically consumed these 
ceramics: as against 6% in Mérida (Mayet, 1978), 5,2% in Valeria (Sánchez Lafuente, 1985), 2,1% in Tossal 

Form Reading Shape Potter
(Samian Research Database)

- (.)MIN In p.p.

Consp. 23 (Fig. 8, 7) )TEI Rectangular Ateius O.C.K. 268, 3

Ritt. 9 S·M·P In p.p.

Table 5 – Italic stamps located in the Late Neronian phase until the end the 1st century AD.
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de Manises (Ribera, 1988-89), 4,35% in Cartagena (Castellano, 2000), with 2,9% in Ilici, in Conimbriga 0,3% 
(Delgado, Mayet & Alarcão, 1975) and 4% in Valentia (Ribera, 1981).

One of the ceramic categories less well represented in this study is the Hispanic sigillata. Despite 
this shortfall, it is yet possible to assess some aspects hitherto not addressed. One odd aspect is that, 
although it is a regional production, their presence is different when compared to the equivalent 
Gaulish products. Further, it is a surprise to find that most of the products come from Tricio and not 
from Andújar: the latter would have been expected, considering the proximity of this production site. 
Another perplexing aspect is that although production – more specifically that of Isturgi – has been 
attributed to the Tiberian period, the Hispanic products do not appear at Baelo Claudia until very close 
to the Flavian period, and always together with ARSW types.

Fig. 5 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Italic sigillata: Consp. 19.1 (4), Consp. 20.1 (11), Consp. 20.4 (5-6 and 8), 
indeterminate form (1), Gaulish sigillata: Drag. 15/17 (2-3, 7, 9, 12 and 13) and Drag. 4/22 (10 and 14-15).
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The pieces that do appear are the common ones in the Hispanic repertoire in its first phase. This is 
characterized by its clear imitation of other fine ware types: namely the Italic and the Gaulish sigillata. 
Among the pieces, we emphasize the prominent place of Hisp. 27 form (Fig. 8, 4, 10 and 15) and 37, 
followed by forms Hisp. 15/17, 18 (Fig. 6, 4-5 and 7-9), Hisp. 24/25 (Fig. 9, 3, 6, 8, 14-18), Hisp. 29, 30, 35/36 
(Fig. 7, 2-3, 7 and 10-14), Hispanic Hemispherical form Hispanic Hemispherical form (Fig. 13, 6-7), Hisp. 8 
(Fig. 8, 16 and 18-19) and 9. No clear ceramic table service is to be observed now, unlike with the Gaulish 
production. The decorated forms present a very simple syntax: plant-derived motifs, zoned decoration 
and geometric frames. All are reflections of the extreme poverty of the decorative programs (Fig. 13, 2 
and 11). Sigilla are not numerous either (Table 7).

Some specimens of Peñaflor-type ceramics were also identified: Mart. I (Fig. 10, 2, 4, 7 and 8), 
Mart. II (Fig. 10, 3, 5 and 6) and Mart. III types (Fig. 10, 1).

Concerning the ARSW-A, they clearly belong to products of the late 1st century AD, including forms 
such as Hayes 8A, as well as one Hayes 3C. Other types from the 2nd century AD were identified: some 
of the last additions to the dump, as is the case of a Hayes 15. The timing of these final moments is also 
supported by some African cooking ware types, such as Ostia I, 261, as well as Ostia III, 267 (that we date 
to the first half of 2nd century AD) and a Lamb. 9 (of the second half of the 2nd century).

Form Reading Potter and dye
(Samian Research Database)

Drag. 27 OFABIT Abitus 1-a

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 8) (.)OHD(.) -

Drag. 27 NIM[.] Nimius?

Rit. 8 (Fig. 9, 5) (.)NICI(.) Nicius i, 10-a 

Drag. 27 OFAMAND Amandus ii, 3-f

Drag. 27 OE·HGH -

Drag. 27 (.)F COS Cosius ii

Ritt. 8 (Fig. 8, 17) (.)M(.) -

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 11) CRES Crestus

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 23) OSABIN Sabinus iii 20- a

- (.)F·APRIS Aper i 4- a

Drag. 27 (Fig. 9, 7) OFIVCVNDI Iucundis iii 3b (AD 70-90)

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 13) SILVANI Silvanus i 11- a (AD 30-80)

Drag. 18 (Fig. 5, 13) OFSABIN Sabinus iii 8c’ (AD 50-80)

Drag. 18 (Fig. 6, 1) VIRTUTIS Virtus i 8a (AD 50-85)

Drag. 27 IIIII [.] -

Drag. 27 OFPONT Pontius

Drag. 18 (Fig. 6, 11) APRIO Aper i 9- a

Drag. 27 (Fig. 8, 14) V  -

Drag. 27 truncated MAY -

Drag. 27 OLID [.] -

Drag. 27 [.] APRI Aper i

Drag. 17 (Fig. 6, 10) OFMVRRAN Murranus i 8- u (AD 45-90)

Drag. 27 OFPRIM Primus iii 12u or u’ (AD 40-80)

Drag. 27 OFVITA Vitalis ii 6d’ (AD 70-100)

Ritt. 8 [.]CALV Calvus?

Ritt. 9 (Fig. 6, 15) ABVT -

Table 6 – Gaulish potters’ stamps identified from the Late Neronian phase until the end of the 1st century AD.



SOUTH GAULISH SIGILLATA IN SOUTHWEST HISPANIA: CIRCULATION AND CONSUMPTION

161

Fig. 6 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Gaulish sigillata: Drag. 18 (1-3, 6 and 10-15); and Hispanic sigillata form 18 
(4-5 and 7-9).



162

The Gaulish terra sigillata in Baelo ClaudiaMacarena Bustamante-Álvarez, Darío Bernal-Casasola, Alicia Arévalo González

Fig. 7 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Form Drag. 35/36, Gaulish sigillata (1, 4-6 and 8-9) and Hispanic sigillata 
(2-3, 7 and 10-14).

Reading Potter

EXOFCS (S retro) (Fig. 8, 10) CS

MAT truncated Maternus

O·S (retro) truncated [.] Surius

ilegible -

OF·ANI·F Anius

truncated ICCI (Fig. 8, 15) Flaccius

EX O (.) -

undetermined -

Table 7 – Hispanic potter’s stamps identified in the late Neronian phase until the end of the 1st century AD.
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All the above places the beginning of the accumulation of the detritus in the final moments of the 
reign of Nero. The imports found are characterized by clearly being items on the Mediterranean distri-
bution circuit, whose activities are dated between the end of Nero’s reign and into the 2nd century AD.

Fig. 8 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Varied cups of Gaulish sigillata Drag. 27 (1-3, 5, 6, 8-9, 11-14 and 23), Hispanic 
sigillata form 27 (4, 10 and 15), Ritt. 8 (17 and 20-22), Form 8 (16, 18 and 19) and Italic sigillata Consp. 23 type (7).
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To ascertain the starting point of this garbage dump – of Late Neronian date, we used multiple 
sources of information. In this, the evidence provided by the south Gaulish sigillata bulks large. Indeed, the 
importance of this site in the articulation of the Gaulish trade has been emphasized on several occasions 
(Sillières, 1977; Bustamante, 2008). As an initial chronological milestone, the reign of Nero was indicated, 
based on the similarity of material with pieces found in the grave Du Canal, Fronto and Cluzel 15 that are 
dated to the end of this Emperor’s reign (Genin, 2007: 71 and 109). Here the appearance of forms Drag. 
15-17, 18, 24-25, 27a, as well as Ritt. 8 and 9, is significant. To this may be added sigilla that support this 
chronology (like that of Sabinus iii or Virtus ii). The wide presence of marbled sigillata present assists, when 
compared with the abundant findings produced in the fosse Gallicanus, dated between AD 55 and 60.

Chronological data used to fix this dating are the forms Drag. 35 and 36 (service A), decorated 
with barbotine trailed leaves. These pieces begin their development in Nero’s final years (Genin, 2007: 
317), going on to become the Flavian table service, par excellence (Vernhet, 1976). This fact, together 

Fig. 9 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Drag. 24/25 in red-gloss Gaulish sigillata (1-2, 4-5, 7, 9-13 and 19) and 
Hispanic sigillata (3, 6, 8, 14-18).
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with a series of decorated forms whose chronological limits coincide with those of the Flavian dynasty, 
determine the presence of material datable to this period: thus, the presence of forms Drag. 29 and 
30 with plant-derived motifs and 'palisades' (Fig. 11 and 12), as well as the absence of Drag. 37 forms 
that would have acted as a Vespasian indicator. Moreover, the absence of ARSW-A is another relevant 
chronological marker used to put forward a Neronian dating.

Thus, one can place the beginning of the continuous dumping by the eastern wall of Baelo Claudia 
in the final moments of Nero’s reign based on the following reasons:

- the appearance, at least occasional, of the Gaulish 'Service A' formed by Drag. 35-36. Such forms 
begin their development now, despite the fact that their floruit is Flavian.

- the absence of Vespasian pieces, par excellence, such as Drag. 37 bowls.
- the abundance of forms in marbled sigillata whose main development occurs during the reigns 

of Claudius and Nero.
- the absence of pieces of Hispanic sigillata as well as ARSW-A, which begin their production in the 

reign of Vespasian.
As for its final moments of use, the dumping clearly ceased in the advanced moments of the 

2nd century AD, as an analysis of that sigillata and the African cooking wares located in the uppermost 
surface layers declares.

3. The transition from the 4th to the 5th century AD.
    The necropolis of the Eastern Gate

At the turn from the 4th to the 5th century AD, the area received a makeover. What had become a large 
swathe of land formed from urban detritus over the several centuries following the late 1st century AD, 
now became a necropolis set just outside the city gate. In the studied contexts, we observe a strong 
modification of them that, in part, are covered by the almost superficial nature of these strata.

Fig. 10 – Ceramics from the Dump area. Peñaflor-type ceramics: Mart. I (2, 4, 7 and 8), Mart. II (3, 5 and 6) and 
Mart. III (1).
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Fig. 11 – Context from the Dump area. Gaulish sigillata Drag. 29.

Fig. 12 – Context from the Dump area. Gaulish sigillata Drag. 30.
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Of the 56 identified pieces, the ARSW-A (at 3,57%), ARSW-D (8,92%), 'Luisante' (1,78%), orange DSP 
(the so-called Derivée de Sigiliée Paleochrétienne) (1,78%) stand out, alongside considerable remnants 
of redistributed Early Empire ceramics, such as Hispanic sigillata (12,5%), Italic (14,28%), marbled (5,35%) 
or red-gloss Gaulish sigillata (41,09%).

It is the ARSW-D that provides the chronological fine-tuning of these moments. Among the pieces, 
some forms of Hayes 67 and 76 appear (Fig 14, 4-5) from the turn between the 4th and the 5th centuries 
AD; a single Hayes 61A (Fig 14, 6) is to be similarly dated, as well as some indeterminate examples, (one 
Hayes 124 type with stamped decoration of a palmette is worth mentioning) (Fig 14, 3).

For the ARSW-A material, a piece of Hayes 8 is significant, dating as it does from the middle of 
the 2nd century AD (Bonifay, 2004: 156) and likewise a Hayes 27 typical of the 3rd century AD (Bonifay, 
2004: 159). Concerning ARSW-C, three specimens are identified: one is a Hayes 50 from the middle of 3rd 
century AD, another a Hayes 53 dated from the end of the 4th to the beginning of the 5th centuries AD.

Of even later date is a fragment of a cup in the 'Luisante' ceramic, as well as another in DSP with 
a small central stamped decoration.

Fig. 13 – Context from the Dump area. Gaulish sigillata Drag. 37 (1, 3, 4, 8) and from Montans (9 and 10); Hispanic 
sigillata form 37 (2 and 11), Hispanic hemispherical decorated form (6 and 7) and fragment of Ritt. 5 in italic sigillata (5).
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As we will show in the following paragraphs, this area was slowly abandoned, a process accom-
panied by strong post-depositional activity that led to the presence of a huge amount of residual pieces. 
These include Hispanic sigillata, in the forms 35, 37, 15/17 or 8. There appears here a stamp, [.] IRM, that 
we associate with the potter Firmus. Amongst the Italic sigillata, Consp. 12.1, 18.2., 23 deserve mention. 
Gaulish sigillata too is well represented: no surprise, considering that it is the predominant type in Baelo 
Claudia. From these last, the forms Drag. 15/17, 18, 24/25, 27, 30, 33, 35/36 or 37 stand out.

4. End of the 5th century. The begining of the abandonment of the area

At the end of the 5th century, a slow abandonment process begins. The contexts involved are character-
ized by a strong pattern of residual material, in the presence of abundant ceramics from Early Imperial 
period, namely Hispanic sigillata, Gaulish sigillata, as well as ARSW-A. Accordingly, in addition to the 
stratigraphy, the presence of ARSW-D allows the chronology to be correctly dated.

We identified 16 pieces: they are divided between ARSW-D (33,33%), ARSW-A (12,12%), ARSW-C 
(0,33%), Late Phocaean red-slip ware (0,33%), as well as Hispanic sigillata (0,66%), marbled (0,66%) and 
red-gloss Gaulish sigillata (6,06%), all clearly residual and from the Early Empire.

The ARSW-D gives the finest chronological precision to these contexts: a Hayes 94A, dated be-
tween the end of the 5th and the beginning of the 6th centuries AD, one Hayes 91 B/C from of the middle 
of the 6th century (Bonifay, 2004: 179) and finally a Hayes 104B dated to the second third of the 6th 
century (Bonifay, 2004: 183). Among the fragments, one shows a circle stamped decoration (Hayes 18 
type) and another has a circular geometrical element and a thorn (Hayes type I).

One of the clearest elements to define this moment chronologically is a specimen of Hayes 3C 
type in Phocaean sigillata. Despite the fact that such are very rare pieces indeed in southern Iberia con-
texts, in Baelo Claudia several examples have been already identified (Sillières, Rouillard and Remesal, 
1979: 399; Alonso, 1994: 391-395; Bourgeois and Mayet, 1991). The largest volume of imports to the 
Iberian Peninsula should be taking place from the 5th to the 6th centuries (Reynolds, 1995: 35): which is 
exactly the period to which we date these contexts.

Residually, there are pieces of ARSW-A, such as a Hayes 3B from the initial Antonine period, a Hayes 
16 dated from the end of the 2nd and beginning of the 3rd centuries AD (Bonifay, 2004: 159) and a Hayes 9 
also from the 2nd century AD. Among the residual forms are known some Hispanic sigillata of types 37 and 
15/17 clearly dating from Early Imperial phase. It should be noted that the intermediate and late products 
are almost absent in the south of the Iberian Peninsula, with the exception of some fragments located very 
sporadically, namely the Iulia Traducta specimens, as well as in Carteia, and they were not detected in Baelo. 

Fig. 14 – Ceramic context associated with the Late Roman necropolis. Hispanic sigillata form 15/17 (1), Late Hispanic 
undetermined form (2) ARSW-D with stamped decoration (3), Hayes 67 (4), Hayes 76 (5) and Hayes 61A (6).
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Finally, there are also pieces of Gaulish sigillata, both marbled and red-gloss. Here, Drag. 18 and 30 forms 
stand out, as well as some more indeterminate pieces. Again, we insist they are of clear residual nature.

5. Conclusions

The investigations carried out by the eastern wall of Baelo Claudia are characterized by a rather precisely 
attributable chronological set of facies:

- first phase: at the beginning of the Julio-Claudian dynasty, associated with the construction 
of the wall.

- second: from Claudius’ time, linked to the repairs that the wall and many other buidings 
needed after a likely seismic event.

- third: spanning from the Late Neronian period until the reign of Hadrian, a large accumula-
tion of urban debris (garbage dump).

- fourth: a late necropolis, from the end of the 4th into the beginning of the 5th century AD. 
- fifth and final: a slow abandonment process, that begins at the end of the 6th century AD. 

The goal was to assess the ceramic groups chronologically, and as ‘snapshots’, so revealing what 
the pieces were consumed at those specific periods (Fig. 15).

The best-represented contexts are the Early Imperial ones; the subsequent horizons are more 
limited – involving both relatively little contemporary discards and at times considerable residual materials. 
Such a pattern is typical of the dynamic of these 'garbage dumps', where soil can become churned up, and 
dumped from sources containing earlier material. Even so, methodologically, these sort of areas, from their 
long-life and their constant growth from rubbish disposal of different natures, may be particularly suitable 
for typo-chronological studies, composed, as they are, from material drawn from a mixed set of sources. 

Fig. 15 – Evolution of the Early Imperial ceramic trade, by category and chronology.
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SU Production Tipology Figure
T1 Gaulish TS Drag. 30 12, 7

Trinchera 1 Italian TS Consp. 18 3, 2 

101 ARSW-D Hayes 76 14, 5

103

Gaulish TS Rit. 8 8, 17

Hispanic TS Hisp. 8 8, 18

Gaulish TS Drag. 37 13, 8; 13, 10

104

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 9 (·CO stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 29 11, 4; 11, 7

Gaulish TS Drag. 30 12, 6

Gaulish TS Drag. 37 13, 9

105

Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 5, 2

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 6, 11 (Aper stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 6 (Mu[.]stamp); 8, 11 (Crestus stamp): 8, 23

Hispanic TS Hisp. 8 8, 16

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 2; 9, 4

Hispanic TS Hisp. 24/25 9, 3; 9, 14; 9, 15; 9, 16

Peñaflor type Mart. I 10, 2; 10, 4

Peñaflor type Mart. II 10, 5

Gaulish TS Drag. 29 11, 5

107

Italic TS Consp. 20.1 5, 11

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 5

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 7 (Iucundus stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 29 11, 3

109

Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 5, 7; 5, 13

Gaulish TS Drag. 4/22 5, 14; 5, 15

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 6, 1; 6, 14

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 13 (Silvanus stamp); 8, 14 (V stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 12

Gaulish TS Drag. 29 11, 1; 11, 2

Gaulish TS Drag. 30 12, 1; 12, 2

Hispanic TS Hemispherical decorated Form 13, 7

110 Hispanic TS Hisp. 27 8, 15 (Flaccus stamp)

135 Peñaflor type Mart. II 10, 6

202 Hisp. TS Hisp. 18 6, 9 (residual)

302
ARSW-D Indet. 14, 3

ARSW-D Hayes 61a 14, 6

303 Gaulish TS Drag. 35/36 7, 6; 7, 8

304

Gaulish TS Drag. 35/36 7, 5

Hispanic TS Hisp. 35/36 7, 10; 7, 11

Hispanic TS Hisp. 27 8, 4

Hispanic TS Hisp. 24/25 9, 8

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 10

Hispanic TS Hisp. 37 13, 11

305
Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 5, 3

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 6, 3; 6, 6

306

Hispanic TS Hisp. 35/36 7, 13

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 19

Gaulish TS Drag. 37 13, 1

Table 7 – Inventory of pieces analyzed in this paper according to Stratigraphic Units (SU).
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SU Production Tipology Figure

307

Italic TS Consp. 19.1 5, 4

Peñaflor type Mart. I 10, 7; 10, 8

Italic TS R. 5 13, 5

308

Italic TS Consp. 20.4 4, 4

Peñaflor Type Mart. I 4, 5

Italic TS Consp. 4.5 4, 6

Italic TS R. 1 4, 10

400

Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 5, 9

Italic TS Consp. 23 8, 7 (Ateius stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 8 ((.)OHD(.) stamp)

401 Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 10 (EXOFCS)

402

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 3,3; 6,8

Hispanic TS Hisp. 35/36 7, 2

Peñaflor type Mart. III 10, 1

404

Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 3, 1

Italic TS R.3.1. 3, 13 (residual, CR(.)F stamp)

Italic TS Indet. 5, 1

Italic TS Consp. 20.4 5, 5; 5, 6; 5, 8

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 6, 10 (Murranus stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 5 (Senicio stamp)

Peñaflor type Mart. II 10, 3

405 Gaulish TS Ritt. 9 3, 8 (VI stamp)

406 Italic TS Consp. 20 3, 4

407
Gaulish TS Indet. 3, 9

Italic TS R. 3.1 3, 10

502

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 3, 5

Gaulish TS Ritt. 9 3, 6

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 3, 7 (E(.)O stamp)

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 3, 11

Italic TS Consp. 50.3.1 3, 12

503

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 4, 3

Gaulish TS Ritt. 9 4, 7

Italic TS Consp. 23 4, 9

604 Gaulish TS Drag. 30 12, 3 (intrusion)

605 Hispanic TS Hisp. 35/36 7, 14

607
Hispanic TS Indet. 14, 2

ARSW-D Hayes 67 14, 4

609
Hispanic TS Hisp. 18 6, 5; 6, 7

Gaulish TS Drag. 35/36 7, 9

701 Gaulish TS Drag. 35/36 7, 4

702

Gaulish TS Drag. 15/17 5, 12

Hispanic TS Hisp. 18 6, 4

Gaulish TS Drag. 35/36 7, 1

Hispanic TS Hisp. 35/36 7, 3; 7, 7; 7, 12

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 2; 8, 3; 8, 12

Gaulish TS Rit. 8 8, 22

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 13

Gaulish TS Drag. 29 11, 6

Hispanic TS Hisp. 37 13, 2

Gaulish TS Drag. 37 13, 3

Hispanic TS Hemispherical decorated Form 13, 6

Table 7 (cont.) – Inventory of pieces analyzed in this paper according to Stratigraphic Units (SU).
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SU Production Tipology Figure

706

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 6, 2; 6, 12; 6, 13; 6, 15 (ABVT? stamp)

Hispanic TS Hisp. 8 8, 19

Gaulish TS Rit. 8 8, 20; 8, 21

Hispanic TS Hisp. 24/25 9, 6

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 11

707

Gaulish TS Drag. 18 4, 1

Gaulish TS Ritt. 8 4, 2

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 4, 8

Indet.

Gaulish TS Drag. 4/22 5, 10

Gaulish TS Drag. 27 8, 1

Gaulish TS Drag. 24/25 9, 1; 9, 9; 

Hispanic TS Hisp. 24/25 9, 17; 9, 18

Gaulish TS Drag. 30 12, 4; 12, 5

Gaulish TS Drag. 37 13, 4

In addition to the chronological assessments indicated above, this ceramic study, by offering 
material from a wide variety of contexts, demonstrates the consequence of the site as a hub for the 
articulation of trade in the south of the Iberian Peninsula.

Drawing conclusions by ceramic types, the Italic sigillata naturally appear in the Augustan period, 
this being the only moment possible in which to observe their predominance. Later on, this material 
will even so always less visible than the Gaulish and Hispanic sigillata. The main Italic centres that supply 
Baelo Claudia are Arezzo (32%) and Pisa (66%). Chronologically, Arezzo imports are the earlier, and 
especially to be seen in the Augustan period. However, as time progresses, Pisa wins out. In addition, we 
have located some fragments (they do not reach 2%), especially in the Late-Neronian contexts, whose 
production centre is not yet placed.

The ceramic class that is close to dominating the entire commercial circuit is clearly the Gaulish 
sigillata. The beginning of its arrival here could be around the Tiberian period, and its presence increases 
progressively until the Claudio-Neronian era, when it reaches its peak. In the Flavian era, trade began to 
fall off. In part, this phenomenon can be explained by the competition offered by Hispanic sigillata, as 
well as North African versions. However, unlike what happens in other sites, this area does not seem to 
experience a very traumatic decline, but a rather more gradual process of decrease (Bustamante, 2008: 
512). Undoubtedly, La Graufesenque remains the supplier centre par excellence of Gaulish sigillata. Only, 
a fragment or so from the Montans workshop were found (Fig. 13, 2 and 11). This confirms in a vague way 
several earlier observations on commercial contacts with the south of the Iberian Peninsula: namely 
that the trade of this workshop south of the Tagus River is sporadic.

Typologically, the forms are the basic ones of the Gaulish repertoire, concentrated on the two 
table services previously mentioned – Drag. 24/25-15/17, and Drag. 27-18/31 (Bustamante, 2010: 167). They 
are now perceived here in an even greater intensity. It is interesting to highlight the considerable volume 
of pieces of Drag. 4/22 from the Neronian era, something that had not before been identified for this area 
of the city (Bourgeois and Mayet, 1991; Bustamante, 2010: 167). Though it was already known on other 
side of the Straits, in the case of Lixus (Limane, 2004: Fig. 6b). These ceramics are usually rare types in 
the Iberian record: thus it is of interest to establish this region as one with a tightly focused distribution 
circuit. This patterning is also to be observed when assessing the high volume of marbled sigillata 
consumed in the area, which much exceeds the volume in other places. As for the most prolific potters, 
none seems to hold undisputed sway, a fact that we continuously perceive in the area. Cosius, Aper, 

Table 7 (cont.) – Inventory of pieces analyzed in this paper according to Stratigraphic Units (SU).
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Copiro, Mommo, Iucundus, Vitalis, Sabinus, Montanus, Virtus or Rufinus are the potters identified and in 
general are those that usually appear throughout this area (Bustamante, 2008: 508 and 512; 2010). This 
huge amount of Gaulish sigillata may explain the importance of wine amphorae coming from Southern 
France, especialmente in the I-II c. AD, as evidenced in many contexts at Baelo Claudia, even with stamps 
like ALBIN or SEX VIBI RESCENTIS (Bernal, 1997: 445-446).

Of the Hispanic sigillata, 25% comes from Andújar, while the remaining 75% is from La Rioja, which 
provokes some surprise given the proximity of the manufacturing centre of Isturgi. Despite received 
wisdom, Baelo is the nucleus with the highest concentration of these pieces in the region; hence the 
town could have been a focal distribution point into Mauretania Tingitana (Bustamante, 2010: 174). The 
potters Surius, CS, Maternus, Anius or Flaccius are a few identified in the excavation: all had already been 
confirmed in the Círculo del Estrecho (Bustamante, 2010).

The influx of Hispanic sigillata in the studied stratigraphy establishes their time of arrival in the 
Flavian period. This later dynamic, in terms of the arrival of Hispanic products, not only occurs here, 
but also can be observed at other archaeological areas in Baelo. One of the most typical cases is in the 
southwest necropolis of Baelo Claudia (Remesal, 1979). Baelo Claudia, it should here be remembered, 
is a very important commercial port in the south of the Iberian Peninsula. It was especially valuable as 
an export bridge to the north coast of Mauretania Tingitana. Therefore, fine tableware, of whatever 
production, should be well represented from whenever each sort began to be made: the Hispanic 
products are no exception. The study of this southwest necropolis shows its long utilization, from the time 
of Claudius until the Flavian era (Remesal, 1979: 46), coinciding with the dating traditionally proposed for 
the start of the Andújar production. When analyzing the ceramic contexts, we observe the total absence 
of Hispanic productions, both from Tarraconensis as well as from Baetica. On the other hand, Peñaflor-
type ceramics were identified, as well as South Gaulish sigillata typical of pre-Flavian period, with highly 
informative sigilla (Cocus, Momo, Modestus, Genialis or Martialis). As far as this study is concerned, it is 
clear that the first contexts with Hispanic sigillata occur in the initial Flavian period, since at all times they 
are accompanied by ARSW-A. But is this a position exclusive to Baelo Claudia, or can one expand this 
dating association to the entire production?

Among other ceramic categories that have been located is the Peñaflor-type, which turns up 
anywhere in the entire stratigraphic record, from the Augustan period onwards. The fabrics present a 
clear homogeneity, that we believe could source from the surroundings of the Cádiz Bay (Bustamante 
and Huguet, 2008; Bustamante and López Rosendo, 2014) and not from the Peñaflor site, since they 
show the small granate inclusions, one of the most typical of the Cadiz area. The forms can be placed 
in the repertoire generated by Martínez (1987; 1989). Concerning the types, in the first contexts, the 
pieces imitate the Italic sigillata forms, while later on the great plates, imitating Pompeian red slip, are 
usually the most frequent pieces.

As to the African sigillata, due to the dating of the excavated contexts they are very constrained 
in number and forms. Thus the most numerous are the later ones, which are especially to be seen 
when the Late Roman necropolis is starting. ARSW-C are the least represented: which fact may in 
part indicate a decline of commercial networks at this period, perhaps reflecting the crisis that seems 
to haunt the entire Mediterranean or just reflecting the dynamics of these stratigraphic context. The 
identified pieces are mainly from the Antonine period and again in the late 5th century AD, witness 
to an intense trade with the Eastern Mediterranean lasting until the 6th century AD. As for the other 
identified ceramic types, the 'Luisante' ceramics and the orange DSP are represented by but a single 
example apiece.
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